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Safety lobbyist aims to save lives

By Shitloo Roso iden
stall writer

Tove It if he got buried in letters.”
G

:‘uc deaths make Ed Greenield sce
re

For tive years now, the subject of
fires in hotels and publie bulldings and
how, to prevent fatalltics because of
them has consumed him.

Because of his “terrible drive” to
correct the problems that cause fire
deaths, Greenfleld buttonhotes legisla.
tors, speaks publicly, keeps abreast of
fires and the statistles they produce,
and writes an awful lot of letlers.

“Just ask Gov. Blanchard about the
letters,” said Greentield, a one-man
lobbyist, "I thik he’s getting tired of
my tetlers,”

Greenfleld's game plan right now s
tu get as inany other people as he can
to swrite letters Lo the governor. New
tegislation to write unlform fire codes
15 to.be introduced shortly. It's o good
time, he contends, to send a letter to
Blanchard,

“We waiched the movie 'Miracle on
34th Street” during the holiday season
and | smiled ot the scene where the
judge orders the post office depart-
ment to bring In the letters sent to the
movie Sinta Claus,” he sald.

“I LOVE 1that scene where moun-
tains of letters were hauled in. That's
what I ke to do for the governor, I'd

's passlon to fight for new
firc codes which would be retroactive
to older bulldings his become his mis-
sion, He belleves that most of the
deaths, and many of the fires should
nt be happening at all.

Making fire regulatlons retroactive
is one thing, but no retroactivity can
change the tragedles already should-
ered, For Greenficld, his wife, Fay,
diaghter Linda, and son, Steven, the
arilversary of their own tragedy has
Just passed, R

At flrst, It was an adventure for the
West Bloomfleld family, a clan vaca-
tion, together in Las Vegay, staying at
the Hliton Hotel. Five wecks before,
the MGM Grand had burned (Novem-
ber 1984) and 84 persons dled.

Greenfleld says the state of Nevada
upgraded the fres codes, but they were
not Implemented yet when his family
checked In. On Feb. 30, fire engines
screamed agatn In Las Vegas, this time
to the Hilton,

Before the fire was out and the hoses
rolled up agaln, eight had perished in
the flames.

ONE OF the elight was Frank Green-
tietd, 22, “He hud gone back to the
room before dinner, The fire happened
in minutes and since there were no
sprinklers, spread rapidly.”

;

Part of Fay and Ed Greenficld and
their chlldren dled with Frank five
years ago. “We keep busy 24 hours a
day,” Greenficld mused. “Ultimately,
we're Just trying to forget.”

For Greenfleld, however, there s no
reul forgetting.

It Is 2 near obsession for him to con-
stantly, Incessantly remind those in

wer of the need to change things, to
insure safety, and to sce that the odds
against flre and five deaths are in favor
of people.

A shoe salesman, Greenfleld travels
to scil wholesale and has three shoe

outlets one in Southlield, and one in

Farmington Hllls.

He has the Nattonal Shoe Travelers
Assoclatlon worklng for fire safety,
now one of their top priorities. The
6,000 members, after all, do stay fre-
querty in hatels.

The Mlchigan Retaller's Associatin

ficld, In July, 1983, one person died and
what did they do — they palated it
cleancd it, and opened again without
making any correctlons.”

Greenficld concedes there wiit al-
ways be flres, “What we must do is to
protect the people In the bulldings at
the time a fire occurs and we must get
involved.”

FOR NIM belng involved has been
an education about fire safety, what it
is, and what it should be,

~Now 1 have a baslc shopplng list of
demands for our gavernor and our leg.
Islators,” Greenfield sald. “Sprinklers,
smoke detectors, alarms,’ exit doors
palnted fluorcscent orange, elevator
slgns the same, and flre extingulshers

the same.”

In his famlly, one checks out fire
safety before checking into hotels,
“Putting In sprinklers ultimately bene-
{its hotels, because their Insurance wil!

with 3,500 are pi y lob-
bying for flre safety from thelr Lansing
headquarters.’

“And there's about 1,000 shoe re-
tajlers coming te a local convention
soon,” sald Greenfield who Is sure to
enlist their help.

GREENFIELD'S basic task is to get
new fire codes passed In Michlgan and
all states. "We need a unlform fire code
and It should be retroactive,” he said.

*In the recent crash of an alrplanc
Inte a C. mall, at least 200 lives

recreation news

were saved hecause there was a sprin-
kler system.”

“In the hosplee fire in Southficld, slx
people dled unnecessarlly because

Euch week, the Farmington Hills
Parks and Recreation Division will
present a synopsis of upcoming ac-
tizities tn this column. For more in-
Jormation about division programs,
call the office a1 4746115. To discuss
Farmington  Hills City  Council
agenda items. cull the  division
newwstine: 476-1834.

SOFTBALL REGISTRATION
The Recreatlon Division is accepting
tegistration for adult seftball teams
{or the 1986 summer scason. Rteturning
teams from the 1885 summer season
have untll Jan, 31 to make a $50 depos-
1t for a league selection. New teams
will be taken on a flrst-come, first-
served basis starting Feh. 3. Leagues
planned for the 1986 summer season in-
clude men's, wornen's, co-¢d and men's
3% and over. For further Information,
vall §74-6115 Ext, 288,

SENIOR TAX ASSISTANCE -- Sen-
tor adults can recclve assistance with
preparation of 1985 federal, state,
homestead and energy audit forms, Be
prepared when you come. A copy of
your 1984 tax return Is helpful, All as-
sistance remains confidentlal and is
free. The program will be held at the

nior Adult Center from 10:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. every Tuesday from Feb. 4
through April 8.

YOUTH BOWLING - A youlh bowl-
ing tlass speclally designed for chil-
dren in grades three through flve who
are interested In learning the correct
fundamentals, stance, Jane approach
and dellvery will be taught at Bel-Alre,
Country and Norwest Lanes. The pro-
gram begins the week of Mareh 3 and
meets once @ week for four weeks.

Class fee is $15 and Includes shoe rent-
al. Registration deadline is Friday,
Feb. 28.

YOUTH SOCCER — Registratlons
are belng accepted for chitdren In kin-
dergarten through the third grade for
the spring soccer program at the recre-
atlon offlce. Games wlil be played on
Saturdays, with teams practicing once
a week. A slx-game schedule wlill be
played. Registration fee (s $14 per
player.

CPR -~ The Amerlcan Red Cross
course, co-sponsored with the City's
Fire Department, is a nlne-hour com-
prehensive class and refresher course.
The session will rua 7-10 p.m. Tuesday,
March 18, Thursday., Macch 20, and
Tuesday, March 25, in Dunckel Middle

p are not required by code. An
automatle fire door helped contatn the
flre or it could have been much worse.”

Greenficld rates the Sheraton Hotel
In Novi as the safest in the area, be-
cause Novi has a strict flre code, “The
codes are as per each Indlvidual clty,”
he sald,

“In the Ramada Inn fiire in South-

rop ly,” he palnted out.

Greenfleld quoles Lt. Timothy Bur of
Eugene, Ore., os saying, “The Amerl-
can fire problem Is an obscenlty.”

And Capt. Willlam R. Rucinski,
Miehigan State Ilre marshal, has said
“This state's flre codes are a mess.”

“To counter this and the statistics
researched, Greenfleld is trying to con-
vince the Mlchigan Leglslature that the
people need the sccurity of better fire
safety codes, uniform ones, retroac-
tively.

A bill 1o these ends wlll be Intro-
duced soon by Senator Richard Fessler
and State Rep. Joc Young Jr. Green-
ficld belleves this is the only way Lo get
safer schools, office bulldings, church-
es, and hotels,

“We've got 1o swamp Gov. Blanchard
with letters and tell him that the time
is here to improve firc laws,” he sald.

Those who agree with Greenfield
should write: Gov, James Blanchard,
State Capitol, Lansing, Mich. 48909,

He's convinced It's time to get fired
up over fire safety.

26133 Novi Ad., Novi, M| 48050

Students
rank tops

3 c i
One hundred percent of
Flanders Elementary
foutth graders passed the”
Michigan Educational
Assessment  Program
(MEAP) tests taken last
fall = a flrst for the
Farmlngton  Public
Schools.
he perfect scores
were tallied In both read-
ing and math tests.

The MEAP tosts
fourth, scventh and 10th
graders cach fall In the
areas of math and read-
ing. This fall, sclence will
be added to the test and
the tests rewrltten, ac-
cording to Connie Mason,
district MEAP coordina-

T,

Alding the test-revision
effort will be Marllyn
Carlson, milddle school
reading consultant, se-
lected 10 help write the
new guestions.

Farmington ranks
about 10 percent ahead of
state averages across the
board for 1985-BG tests,
she satd. Girls In all three
grades outscared boys at
the same levels.

Interlm Superintendent
Graham Lewis stressed
the resuits will be used as
& tool. “MEAP recom-
mends the dircetion we
should take,” he said.

GET A QUOTE
“ FROM ,’
DOW
BARRY ). BARMAK RANDY WISE
Field Salay Ageni Floid Sales Ageni
{313)348-5600 {313)348-5600
Ras.: 569-4945 vara Ros.:459-2714

School. The class fec is $5 and Includes
books and hand Pre-regl is
requlred.

CANOE/KAYAK CLUBS — Faml-
lles and individuals can become a
member of the Canoe/Kayak Club by
registering at the recreation office, $5
for an Individual and $7 for family. The
club welcomes beglnners to experts.
Actlvities Include lessons, trips,
newsletters and speeial events,

COFFEE MOUSE — Individuals 14
years and older who are mlld to
moderately and/or physically Impalred
can enjoy recreation and sociallzatlon
every first and third Friday of the
month 7-8:30 p.m. at Oakland Commu-
nity College, Orchard Ridge Campus,
“H" building. The fee Is $1 per person
at the door.
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Cross Creek
A Warm, Comfortable Collection of
Inviting Country Furniture That’s
Perfect For Your Country Retreat

Alsa illusteated, night stand $277.00 additional.

4 plece group $1599.00
eadboard, dresser, mitor, 5-drawer chest.

CROSS CREEKBY STANLEY
Cross Creek begins with the careful selectlon of fine oak
solids, and beautifully grained oak veneers, and gleaming
brass hardware with porcelain - look accents. Then
Stanley's artlsans combine these clements, using skifled
hands to create a bedroom collection that glves you the

« Hydroseeding
« Liquid Fertilizing

y- L.andscaping

All LES Carpets Featuring DuPont Antron®
Off During A.R. Kramer’s And LEES’ Factory Authorized Sale. Plush, .

'

ylon,

316 N. Contar (Sholdon Rd.)
. Norihvlile » 349-8585

WE'VEMOVED BACK 10
) TOWN" -
NORTHVILLE *

STOREWIDE
SALE!
SAVE

20-40%)| 2

At20% To 40% _

Sculptured And Other Styles From Only $9.95 Per Yard,

1f you want to pay less for carpeting, you
don't have 10 buy chenp stuff. You can buy

the good stuff, cheap! At A.R. Kramer's oo

These quality LEES carpets resist abrasion
and wear and come with a lifetime static

control warranty.

ORCHARD-10 IGA
24065 Orchard Lake Rd.
' Mon.-Fri. 9-9

Sat. 8-9 Sn. 9-5

- -DOUBLE COUPON
.. ORCHARD-10 ‘givas you :100% more on’
. all (cents off) manufacturer's coupons up . |8
.to and Including 50¢ faco volue.- Other
retallers and freo coupons oxcluded,
Limit 1 coupon tor any ono produc
* Coupon plus 100% bonus cannot exceed
price of tho item. All cigarette coupons at.
face .valua. Offer in effect now through ..

\ +j Sunday, February 23, 1986, | . -

1GA TABLERITE
WESTERN BEEF

BLADE CUTS
SOLD AS
ROAST ONLY!

California
Crisp

Head
Lettuce

Meaa

1GA TABLERITE
WESTERN BEEF CENTER CUT| ’

‘ 7-Bone Beef
4; Chuck Roast

1.19.

w

Pepsi Cola, Diet @ Reg.,

Pepsi Free, Catfeine
Free, Mountain Dew or

Slice s lo 8 9 dg;';gn

8 pak
14 liter

“LENTEN SEAFOOD SPECIAL®
Orange Roughy

Fillets $3. 59 _

Great
‘Tasting!

WOODLEY'S
Large Eggs

18 Ct.
¢

12% -
Low Fa

Milk

*1.39

‘Gallon

Table King .
Semi-Boneless
Lean, Tasty,:

Qrent Tasting

‘Catsup

410z Bottle

ountry atmosphere of days gone by.
“ 4 R Mmosphere of cays gone td and LEES’ Factory Authorized Sale, LEES' Factary Authorized Sale
i is golng on now at A.R. Kramer,
So come on out and sink your fect
into a great deall Be sure to ask us

99°

IGA TABLERITE WESTERN BEEF

A

You'll find dramatic savings on all
LEES carpets featurlng soil resistant

:‘ Beurmannes

DuPant® Nylon.., “The fiber that about our credit plan for qualified L .
FURNITURE - sty carpets the country.” customers, too. BonEless BeeE Tenderlo‘n
i . AND CARPETING 1B N /N . 326
D owm ? - B SALE ENDS ¢ 7?7 x s Y AR
- |fE . SATURDAY, ﬁ M OOW %mm“"‘“ e J-Jw.
| 2700 E. Grand River ‘Howell 517/546-0250 MARCH1 "FINE FLOOR COVERINGS SINCE 1925 : N, 2. ’
» ) ) . FREEDELVERY || " — : S
; N Open Mnf\.a an;._?dnﬁ:u @ eReE ;%glgiss A . .LIVON!A  522-5300 ] —— N . 2‘;‘&':‘.}.{
[ L _Frne; . o o c"‘d““E'm’lCE E 15986 Middlcbelt {Between 5 & 6 Mile Rds.) o “ender
’ " OponSundays11tod ¢ YA"“.Mn i3 Hours: Mon., Wed,, Thurs,, Frl., 9 a.n. =9 p.m. * Tues., Sat.,, 9 a.m. = 6 p.m. . - M
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