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Voices of the suburbs blend
in world class chorale

Dilrector Fraderick Bellinger leads c.nnmn Acad- progr

emy singers at a concert during the 1985-88 Sil-
ver Anniversary serles In the Greater Delrolt
area. Tho chorale has establishad Its place in the

Michigan music sceno with a combination of ad-

sound

and enthusiastic performance of a musical apec-
trum, which ranges from haute-classica) to rol-
licking folk songs.

Actors try to overcome
play’s tasteless humor

By Gay Ziegor
_spaclal wrlter

Bad plays have a way of stratlfylng
t“into nearly okay, pretty awful and
¢ yech,*It Had te be You" by a fairly
good actor, Joseph Bologna, and his ac-
tress-wife, Renee Taylor, Is purely
atrocious.

In belng true to the spirlt of the
thing, Sally Dubats and B.J. Robert
were sucked into a burlesque of lewd
poses and nasty sentiments expressed
crudely.

The play at Will-O-Way is short — an
hour and a half with a 10-minute Inter-
mission. Untll the Jast 20 minutes, the
play Is an absolute affront — a grim
experience.
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There [s Jaughter In the alsles . . .
there §s the soul stirring of the spiritual
50ngs . . . the audience Is uplified by
40 talented volces, Cantata Academy,
Detroit's world-class charale, iolds the
power to cnilee the human spirit to
move, to be free In the enfoyment of
song.

This group of talented singers, atl of
whom spend many hours of thelr lei-
sure practicing for concerts In Detrolt
and the surrounding suburbs, perform
for the love of singlng. Most hold full-
time Jobs In professions unrelated to
their vocal talents and many of them
are friends and nclghbors of ours In the
Detrolt suburbs.

At B2, Oto Koch of Southfleld is the
oldest member. He recalls singing with
the Metropolitan Opera 60 years ago.
His voice is often heard selo in Cantata
performantes. .

LeAnn Wall of Royal Oak has been
with the Cantata for I ycars.,

“We've gotten better, grown a little.
There were seven of us thal went to
Europe the flrst time in 1973, Whole
familles went; we pald our own ex-

nses,”

Marjane Baker of Livenla, a flve-
year member, also cnjoyed touring
wlth the charale in Europe. Ten years
of volce tralning has been Lnstrumental
In making her part of the group,

“You need guts lo audition,” she
quips. Cantata s a strong part of her
lite, rounding out her Job of Leaching
musle on the clementary Jevel in Plym.
outh schools.

Roderick Recse of Detroit Is sectlon
leader In bass. It's his second year In
the charale and he Joves it.

“Fred (Bellinger) Inspires from the
inslde,” notes Reese, “We've been able
10 Impress ourselves as well as the peo-
ple whe come to our performances.
Fred docs origlnal Interpretations that
bath surprise and delight audlences.™

Frederick Bellinger, musical direc-
tor of the group since 1971, is presently
on the music faculty of Cranbrook
schools and Is cholrmaster at Chrlst
Church tn Detrolt, His past

The absurd stery line was augment.
ed by serjous overemotlng and general
hysterla,

. DUBATS RECOGNIZES her charac-
ter a3 vagucly unstable and most cer-
tainly theateical, but too often she ap-
pears affllcted with St. Vitus's Dance.
It s interesting that hen the sexual
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language cbbs toward the end, so does
her frenetleism — and it Is then that
her capability shines through.

Robert plays a more subdued char-
acter, but also must walt for the con-
cluding scene 1o emerge as a living,
breathlng persona. By the ond, these
two are quite lovable, but the road to
the end seems mighty long.
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sta N, of 12 Mile) have a four-star affal

experience as a singer, including an ap-
pearance as tenor soloist with the De-
trolt Sympheny Orchestra, adds an ex-
tra expertlse as director, .

At an afterglow party followlng the
Chrlstmas concert at the Great Hall in
Cranbrook — packed to capaclty —
Fred Bellinger sat cross-legged on the
Moor, sampling sumptuous desserts and
enjoying the camaraderie of the sing.
ers, He respects them all for their ex-
ceptlonal vocal talents and yet man-
ages to make them feel good about
being part of the group.

Around Fred there ks nothlng but

mutual admiration soclety that Is de-
lighted to have an audicnce that appre-
ciates them.

A Sunday afternoon of Glibert and
Sulllvan planncd for Aprll 27 at histor-
e Trinity Lutheran Church in Detrolt is
yet another of Fred's Inspired pro-
grams. It will have something for ev-
eryone: serlous chorale music, lighter
sclectlons and a unigue way lo wel-
come spring. The ticket price wlll also
include the refreshment of wine and
cheese.

Business manager Janice Berry of
Dearborn, a singer with the Cantata for
11 years, Is excited about this last pro-
gram n the 1985-B6 subscription serles,

“Communlty Interest is peaking,” she
noted.

*We underestimated what we could
do and we're very pleased with the
communlty response,” she added, not
ing that the Christmas concert at Cran-
brook was sold out and that the fult
house was overwhelmingly receptive to
the muslcal program.

In additlon to the three-part sub-
scrlption series, the chorale takes on

“ work offered to them throughout the
Greater Detrolt communitles. They do
one concert for the Westminster Pres.
byterlan Church In Detrolt every year
to repay it for free use of the church
{or their weekly practices. -

Although outside groups or organlza-
1lons that hire the Cantata can suggest.
the type of program they'd llke, It's up
to Bellinger to put It together, Decem-
ber was an extremely busy month for
the singers, who performed four Messi.
ahs in the greater Detrolt area.

Over the years the Cantata has per-
formed on the deck of a boat, at Unity
‘Temple in Chicago as part of fund-rais.
Ing activity for the three-level Frank
Lioyd Wright deslgn, and with the De-
trolt Symphony slx or seven times.

An inaugural concert In conjunctlon
with last year's Freedom Festival in
Detrolt will have a repeat performance
thls June 29, The program will feature
alt Amerlean, Canadian and patriotle
music, but you can be sure the interpre-
(atlons by Bellinger wlll make [t scem
new and excitlng.

By summertlme, Cantata Academy

will be holding auditions for the coming
season. Every singer has to audition
every year, The group makes sure that
audition notlces are posted just about
everywhere and accesible to every ine
terested area vocallst.

Singing with the chorale for the re-
mainder of the season wlil be sopranos
Ellen Boyes of Birmingham, Millie
Gardner of Troy, Irene Larson of
Farmington Hllls and Mary VanWyke
of Birmingham; tenors include James
Lewls of Farmlington Hills and Russell
Medalle of Lathrup Village; olto volces
wlll be Maraguerite Fries of Blrming.
ham, Margaret Hawiey of Bloomfield
Hllls, Carol Schock of Farmington Hills
and Wendy Wagner of Llvonia; Otto
Koch and Danle) Kolton, both of South-
fleld, and Mel VanderBrug of Birming-
ham round out the bass division.

The remainder of the group encom-
passes not only Detroit, but Novi,
Brighton and Monroe singers.

“It's amazing at the end of a long,
arduous concert, singers ave ‘high’, . .
it becomes an emotional experience to
perform as a group,” sald Berry,

“All are trained singers, They can't
do what they are dolng without prevl-
fns training and many are still study-
ng.

“There is also a lot of Indlvidual par-
ticipation In our efforis to offer more
exclting programs at more places,” she
added, Future plans call for dance and
1ight shows along with the choral wotk.

She clalms it takes a good six weeks
every fall to make a chorus out of the
expert singers and iU's for the rast of us.
to enjoy theie many performances
throughout the year. N

“The creatlvity of the group is really
coming out now. Quality is better and
we also have belter disclpline as a
group through our many practices.

*A group like this does not aspire to

become & nattonal group — it’s an avo-

catfon. The main goal Is te be a Iittie

gem In the communlty.”

For more information on the
Cantata Academy's upcoming per-
Sformances, write 3 Dearborn Lane,
Dearborn 48120 or call 271-8946.

In 1981, Cantata Academy performed
Bach'’s “Mass in B Minor” at Orchestra
Hall. It has appeared with the Allen
Park, Dearborn, Flint, Ponltiac, Macomb,
Birmingham-Bloomfield, Saginaw and’

Warren orchestras.
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and dazzling styles
that'll make you shine.
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Bed and Breakfast \\
Sheraton Style...

B cgin with 2 candlelight dinner in front of a'log firc . .
. ... enjoy relaxing cntertainment in out Jounge ...
unwind in the pool,. sauna,
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bed and more.

and whirlpoo! ... and
then in the morning,
we'll serve you @
split of cham- °
- pagne and a full : -+
- breakfast in bed.
- Al of this™is
yours-$109.95
S pes coupley Y
Tt inclusive
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