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Massage regulations adopted by Hills council !
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sociations provide certiflcatlon exams
only on a scheduled basis,

“These people will be unable to work
untll they can pass the tests and get
certified,” Dudley said,

ASSOCIATION officials Monday ass-
sured counell they would make exeep-
tiuns and offer certificatlon tests be-
fore scheduted dates for those profes-
sional massage therapists who wished
to become certified through either or-
ganization,

Professional massage theraplsts who
du not wish to become certlfled mem-
bers of the state assoclatlons are not
forced to belong, But the owners of the
businesses where the theraplsts werk
will be forced to comply with the new
ordinance, Bibeau told councll.

The decision to propose an ardinance
siemmed from the Farmington Hills
Palice Department's initial investiga.
tion into complalnts about orlenial
health spas providing alleged sexual
activity, Dwyer said, )

Seventeen people — 16 women and
one man - were charged in connection
wilh alleged llegal sexual activity fol-
fowing police raids Oct. 7-8 at flve ori-
ental hiealth spas in Farmington Hills.

Three of the arrested women plead-
cd no contest to reduced charges — one
1o engaglng in an Immorat or Itliclt oc-
cupation, the other {wo to loltering.
The three women, who worked at the
Kelko Oriental Health Spa on Nine
Mlle, cach received one year of proba.
tlon and a $500 finc. Trlals are pending
for the remaining 13 women and onc
man.

The need for a local ordinance, Dwy-
cr sald, stems from the fact that be-
cause of funding cuts, the state Is no
tanger licensing or regulating the mas.
sage business. The state is also not pre-
venting anyone from entering the pro-
fession, according to Judith Dennis, ad-
minisirative secretary for the state
Board of Massage.

THOUGH MOST who commented
about the proposcd ordinace at Mon-
day's meeling supported the measure,
cach had thelr own particular com-

plaint about various complaints,

Most appeared satlsfied — except
for Marks — with deleting the oppaosite
sex pi But other
stemmed from provislons that prohiblt-
ed providing massages In private,
closed rooms.

"No massage shall be performed ina
massage parlor or a massage school In
a private room which Is completely
closed to the view of other persons,
however, reasonable measures may
used to offer privacy to patrons such as
partitlons, stalls, curtains and the lixe,"
according ta the revised provislon,

Desplte the change in the provision
allowing some measurc to ensure pri-
vacy, complalnts stlll surfaced.

“1f the door will not be there, I don’t
know how a person can relax and enjoy
the massage,” sald Tamara Friedman,
owner of Tamara's Institute de Beaute,
stressing the need for privacy and quict
durlng a massage. '

Dudley also disagreed with the pri-
vate room prohibliion.

"I cannot sce any purpose to thls sec-
tion as written,” she said, adding that
the provision should be changed to sim-
ply read that the door on a private
room cannot be locked.

Although Dudley received support
from Councilwoman Jan Dolan in her
attempts to change some of the provi-
slons — the questicn of moral Integrity
and mental health of a massage license
applicant In particular — her efforts
falled. )

DUDLEY CRITICIZED the provision
that allows for the chicf of police to
deny a license application “If the char-
acter, reputation, mortal integrity. or

physical or mental conditlon of the ap-
plicant or his employces is found to be
Inlmical to the public hcalth, safety,
morals or general welfare.”

I think this Is extremely dangerous
to Include,” Dudley said. “The best way
to enferce a law Is to wrlie one that
whl stand up In court.”

Dudley unsuccessfully requested that
the moral Integrity phrase be changed

Overview of Hills massage regulations

Under the Farmington Hills massage
regulatlon ordinance, buslness that pro-
vide body massages will be required to
comply wlith provisions beginning
March 10

But the ordinance lsts types of busi-
ness that will be exempt from compll-
ance, The busineses or professions in-
clude registered nurses, athletic team
tralners, licensed barbers and beautl-
cians, medical and ostcopathic physi-
clans, as well as p: psychia-

(o eriminal record and that the mental
healih phrase be deleted altogether.

“] would urge us to change those
terms,” she added.

After some of the professional mas-
scuses and masscurs expressed thelr
concern about some of the provisions, n
resident urged counctl to enact the or-
dinance for the sake of resldents near
the oriental health spas that pollce

day also adopied a schedule of fees for
the operating license for the business
and employees. Inspection fees wilk
also be charged.

THE ANNUAL license fee for a busl-
ness Is $100 and $25 for each massage
therapist. The application inspection
fec Ls $250 for a busincss and $50 for an
individual appllcant.

‘The permlt application wauld be for-
warded 10 the police to Investigaie the

trists, clergymen, family counselors
and clinical soclal workers.

Skin care salons, spas and beauty In-
stitutes witl also be exempt If the mas-
sage therapists are certified members
of the American Massage and Therapy
Associatlon and Internatlonal Myomas-
scthics Federatlon (Michigan State As-
soclation of Myomassoligists).

For those buslnesses and employces
who provide massages and do not fall
under the exempt categorles, the ordl-
nance requires — In addition 0 a busl-
ness license —~ an operating permit.

Farmington Hills City Council Mon-

The city's bullding, planning
and fire departments would inspeet the
applicant business premises, The prem-
ises also would be inspected by an offi-
cer of the Oakland County Department
of Health,

An operating license is [ssued for
ondy onc year. When secking a license
renewal, the appllcant wili be required
— as in the original application ~ to
provide a signed affldavit from a phy-
sictan stating the applicant Is Iree of
any contaglous or communicable dis-
ease. Individual employees seeking a li-
cense renewal would have to do the
samé.

ratded in October.

1 would like to remind you that the
citizens of this community would like
an ordinance passsed,” sald Sharon
Chllson, president of the Citlzens for a
Decent Community. The grass-roots or-

lice ralds.
Chilson called on councll to "remem,
ber us," Instead of business owners. .
Councilwoman Jody Soronen later
cchoed similar sentiments. .
*I think we have lrlcc‘l to bend over

formed In to al-
leged illegal sexual actlvity at health
spas in Farmington Hills. The group or-
ganized shorily after the October po-

The ordinance aiso addresses the
physleal amenltics of the business
where mnssages will be provided. Mas-
sages cannot be provided in a private
room although measures can be taken
to insure privacy. The ordirance also
addresses the need for adequate bath-
ing, dressing, locker and tollet faclll-
1les, as well as showers, The business
must also provide each patron wlth

Farmington awards
tree-trimming bids

Approximately 192 trees In the
Farmington Meadows and Tall Oaks
subdlvisions in Farmington are sched-
uled for trimming this year. The subdi-
visions are located from Nine Mile
south to Flanders.

The Farmington City Counclt award.
ed bids Monday for the work to K.J.

to the legiti
mate businesses in town. But I don'{
want to lose sight of the reason for thq
ordinance."

clean and sanltary towels,

‘The ordlnance also requlires that the
massage therapist dress In apparel thal
covers the body from the neck to just
below the hips, -

Vlolation of the propesed ordinance
Is a misdemeaner that upon convictlon
carrles a penalty of up to a $500 flne
and 90 days imprisonment.

Tree and Spray Service of Livonia at
$26.00 per tree, for o total of $5,002,
The Livonla company was the low bld-
der of four. Blds ranged from $26 to
$55.15 per tree,

In the future, trees south of Fanders
to Eight Mlle wlll be trimmed, city of-
fictals sald. .
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