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Open House

Nursery school alumni
invited to reception
for retiring teacher

By Loraine McClish
stall writer

LL NARDIN PARK Community
Nursery School ajumnl, their
parenis and friends are invit-
ed to a reception for Mada

Briggs, the school's first teacher and
director who retlres at the end of the
spring teen

The nursery’s annual spring open
house, when parcnts and their tols are
invited to visit the premises and meet
the staff, is set for 2.4 p.m. Sunday,
March 9, In Nardin Park United Meth-
odist Church, on 11 Mile west of
Middlebelt. The reception for Briges,
hosted by the nursery schoo) board, be-
ginsat 4 p.m.

“Not much will change here, certain-
1y not the phitosophy of the school,”
said Briggs, who was hired by a church
committec to begin the nursery as o
service to the community In 1971,

“We are non-denominational and our
program is one that educates the whole
child, the creatlye, the intellectual, the
physical and cmotional aspects. OQur
alm Is to give our children a good start,
sce that they love schoo! and succeed
as thoy go along,

“THat was my own phllosophy. It
agreed with those that hired me, and
it's been that way ever since. The only
change so far as the board is concerned
Is that they've hired two peaple to re-
place me," she sald.

BRIGGS DESCRIBES herself as
“teacher-director' of (he nursery
school, putting emphasis on “teacher.”

“1 never sat behlnd a desk and ad-
ministrated, 1 am a tcacher first and
I'm probably onc of very few nursery
school teachers who work a full sched-
ule of classes five days a week,” she

sald.
Briggs' teachlng carcer started In

upper elementary school classes “and
kept working down,” she said,

After a short stint as a nursery
schoo! teacher for another church, she
went back Lo schoot (o get her master's
degree In preschool education. When
she was hired by the Nardin Park
church committee she was glven full
control in sctting up the nursery.

The Nardin Park Communlty Nur-
sery School Board of Directors, which
she Inftiated, is made up of parents of
the current students who rent space
$rom the church, and Is entirely Inde-
pendent from the church. .

"The parents de the administrating,
but we are not a co-op. They do not do
any work In the classreom. They come
and go through the years, as teachers
come and go, and It's all worked quite
smoothly,” she sald.

And likewlsc, Driggs foresees a
smooth turnover as Judy Turnquist as-
sumes directorship of the nursery when
1t opens next fall,

When that time comes Briggs ¢x-
pects she wlll have sold her home of 22
years in Farmington Hiils, and be In
resldence somewhere on the far north-
ern coast of Californin with her hus-
band, Charles, who §s retiring thls year
from Wayne State University.

TO NER SUCCESSORS she Jeaves a
fegacy of goals to promote physical de-
velopment and motor coordlnation in
the youngsters, sclf confidence, tan-
guage skills, free sclf-expression and
the broadening of intcllectual horizons
through art, music and dance.

“Self confidence, sclf expresslon,
those are the big ones,” she sald. “We
teach through play, which is the child's
work. We teach by giving them experi-
ences and activities so they can learn
whlile they don't realize they're learn-
Inbﬁ, and we make that learning enjoy-
able
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Farmington Hills residents Marcia and Perry Johnson vie for cash
prizes on the Chance of a Lifetime game show, lo be alred at 7:30
p.m. tonight, Wednesday and Thursday on Channel 2. Couples
have a chance at winning up to $1 million on the game show,

Eagle rank earned

Mark Leaning, the son of Mr, and
Mrs.s John Leaning of Farmington
Hillg! has achleved the rank of Eagle
Scou}. The North Farmington High
School student Is the 70th Boy Scout
from Troop 263, sponsored by Ken-

brook Elementary Schoo), to achleve - B

scouting's highest rank.

The 15-year-old has scrved as asslst.
ant patrol leader, patrol leader, librari-
an and scribe slnce he jolned the troop
in 1981, v

His communlty service project, a re.
quisite for the rank, was completed at
Farminglon Community Center where

he planted shrubs and a rock gardon on
e ds, .

unds,

Aglgorlh Farmington High where he
matntains a high academie grade aver-
age, he played on theee undefeated In-
doorind outdoor soccer teams, and [sa
member of the school's track team.

R
Mark Leaning
He has caddied for three years.at

Franklln Hills Country Club where he
achieved the rank of captain,

Mada Briggs carries on class-time projects as usual with hor
charges unti! the end of the term when she retires from Nardin Park
Nursery School, which she In 1971

tight.
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RANDY BORST/stalt pholograsher

by Cassar and Todd Bentley are on her left. Julie Kiuka is on her

Michigan cartoons published in 2 volumes

By Corlnine Abatt
stalf wrller

After.clght years Four Corners Press of Franklin
turncd the page from publishing service to compa-
ny to publisher.

Last December the company came out with vol-
umes-ene and two of “Mlchigan Carloons” by CIift
Wirth, who has been dolng carloons for newspapers
and other publications for 35 ycars, His work ap-
pears in the Observer and Eccentrle Newspapers as
well as the Detroit News. The cartoons for the two
soft-cover hooks were Laken from the Jatier.

Charlotte Anne Elllson, president of Four Cor-
ners Press, sald that cven without much ballyhoo,
the first printing of the books sold cut and the book
Is “already Into its second printing.”

To have found Wirth’s work, was according to
Elllson, a stroke of good fortune.

“He was looking for a publisher, went to Michl-
gan State, some friends heard about his search and
referred him to the Four Corners Press,

“He has an extraordinary gentle touch to things,”
she said, “all af his humor is light and whimslcal —
amusing without a sharp edge. They're unlque — no
sardonic touches. They're just nice and funny.

“He turned over 1,500 cartoons and we started
narrowing things down. We were looking for what
other people would llke, but there's a remarkable
consistency to them."”

She sald volume one: consists of cartoons about
Michigan and outstate locations and two has about
half that would be familiar to anyone with the rest
*“particular to Detrolt.”

Her thought was to push volume one in the out-
state arcas and two In the metropolitan area.
Wirth, who spent most of his working tfe In this
area, now lives in Wilmet, Iil,, working with with
the Chicago Sun Tlmes, as well as other papers.

Elllsen, who graduated from Ollvet College in

typesctting, printing, binding and promotlon) of 30
some books In the Michlgan area for munlcipat, his-
torlcat and private groups.

Ellison sald emphaticaily, “We help other people
publish thelr books. We are not a vanity press,”
adding the charge is for services, but they, unlike
&hcdvanuy presses, do not take a cut of the pro-
ceeds,

‘With thelr first full-fledged pubilshing effort now
success{ully Jaunched with the Wirth books, she has
plans for two more, which the company will bring

out on Its own — a coloring book for chlldren of
historic Michlgan scenes and an acllvity book for
those vacationlng in Michigan.

“Accidentally we are finding ourselves as a re-
glonal publisher,” she said, adding that she has no
plans for doing novels and isn't interested in look-
ing ot submisstons, “we're not geared to novels.”

Ellison Is on the road more than at home, but
that's the way she likes it, juggling services and
publishing aclivilics as easlly as other people
bounee tennis balls,” .

for that unusual
gift or item . . .

NOW YOU OR THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE CAN
RANK WITH THE "BIGGIES” OF THE WORLD...

Be unique in the company you keep . ... .. ..
fqr him, such notables as Howard Hughes, Charles

1973, worked for Wm. B. F Co.
of Grand Rapids untll threc years ago when she
jolned the book manufacturlng firm of Cushing-
Malloy as thelr only natlonal sales representative.
Since she founded Four Corners Press with her
mether, Charlotte A. Ellison of Franklin, In 1977,

they have handled all publishing services {deslgn,

Oakway cabaret
is set March 22

Doors open for Oakway Symphony Orchestra’s
13th annual Cabaret Concert at 7 p.m. Saturday,
March 22, in Madonna College.

Fat Bob Taylor Is master of ceremenies for the
event and will also perform with soprano soloist
Beverly Sharett.

Two major works by Gershwin will be per-
formed. The Madonna Coltege Chorale will perform
“Porgy and Bess” and John Cannon, a plano pro-
tege from Jullliard will play “Rhapsody in Blue.”

. ‘Tickets are $8 cach. Discount rates are glven for
adance purchase of tables for cight and 10, avall-
able by calling 355-9280.

Madonna college is at 196 and Levan, Livonla,

Shay’smen -

Dateline: Aug. 1786 to Feb. 1787, Massachusells.
Shay's Rebelllon, The economic depression after
the Revolution forced many property owners Into
debt, for which they could be imprisoncd. In Massa-
chusetts, town meetings were held to petition for
tower taxes, court reform and revision of the state
Constitution. - N

In one Instance, an armed force led by Danlel
Shay, a veteran of the Revolutionary War, tried to
_resolve the lssue forcibly and narrowly avolded &
clash with local militla, Shay's men were disbursed

or captured with the asslstance of federal soldiers.

The rebellion served to emphasize the need for a
strong central government and, indirectly, for a
Constilution for the United States, Quakeriown
Chapter Daugh of the !
urge you to study American History,

Lindbergh, Albert Einstein, and Thomas Edison.
For her, Amelia Earhart, Coco Chanel; Eleanor

Golda Meir, to name a few. Each

“Biggies"" wall art plaque contains 11 “Famous

Cards"* with a space remaining for his

or her own personal business card.

EAGH GLASS COVIRID RLAGUE MIASUS 29° A 8%°
WITH WALNUT 10K FRAN

includes shipping
and handling

Ordor by phone or detach and mail osder form betow tp

recaivo your “Biggles™ wal) art plaque.
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