County asks for 4-lane Haggerty

By Tim Richard

stoff writer

Oakland County commissoners added 23 unani-
mous volees to the request for a highway in the Hog-
gerty Road corrldor In the west side of the county.

QOakland officials long
have complained there is
no four-lane, north-south

The former State Highway Commission shot down
the project in the late '70s.

The county board endorsed a plan by Fessler lo
widen Haggerty Road from two lanes to four and
turn it into a llmlted-access parkway. Their resolu-
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BUT PROSPECTS for action on the freeway €x-
tension — known as M-275 — are dim, according to
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Auto insurance bill clears house

A bill to end rate controls over auto
tnsurance has cleared the state Leglsla-
ture with strong suburban support, and
Gov. James J. Blanchard promised, “I
will stgn thls version.”

The bill amends the Essential Insur-
ance Act of 1979, Effective in April, it
cnds a system whereby auto Insurance
rates in ihe suburbs are tled to De-
troit's rates.

The bil would limit rates only tn De-
troit, capplng annual increuscs at 4
percent above the rate of inflation. It
atso sels up a fund o combat auto
theft, one of the causes of soaring costs
in the metro area.

THE HOUSE Thursday gave the blll
6946 approval. Whllu most Republl-

Oakland represcntatives supporting
it were Republicans W.V. Bratherton of

ans t, D were
bndly sp]ll.

In the Observer & Eccentric area,
only Democrats Maxine Berman of
Southficld and Willlam Keith of Garden
City were opposed.

Berman sald she distrusted insur-
ance companles, fearlng the bil) would
open the door for them 1o ralse subur-
ban rates to cover losses In Detrolt.

Also_voting In the minorlty were
House Speaker Gary Owen of Ypsilantl
and Majorlty Floor Leader Lewis Do-
dak of Flint.

Far . Mat I of Lake
Orlon, Gregory Gruse of Madlson
Helghts, Davld Honlgman of West
Bloomticld, Judith Miller of Birming-
ham and Gordon Sparks of Troy.

Western Waync supporters tncluded
Lyn Bankes, R-Livonia; Justine Barns,
D-Westland; John Bennett, D-Redford;
James Kosteva, D-Canton; and Gerald
Law, R-Plymouth,

SIGNIFICANT support came [rom
Rep. Matt McNeeley, D-Detralt, who
chalrs the House Insurance Commitice

and Is rarely frlendly to Insurance
companles. McNeeley and Senate Com-
merce Chairman Richard Poshumus,
ReLowell, put together the campro-
mise. -

McNeeley was the only Detroiter to
support it,

Insurance companics were unable
immedtately (o say how much rates
might be affected up or down, but they
did promise more competltion,

The Essential Insurance Act, by
tying rates fram anc territory to anoth-
cr, had the effect of breaking the state
Inte twe markets — metro Detroit and
the rest of the state,
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