Housing rehab program takes cut in funding

Conlinued trom Page 1

The four-year-old housing rehabilita-
tion program has expanded to give as-
sistance 1o 128 houscholds, By provid-
ing low-interest loans, deferred loans
and grants, the program allows eligible
homeowners to make home Improve-
ments such as new roofs, heating,
plumbing, and electricat tnslallatlons,
{furnaces, and

with Marks. He supported the adminls-
tration’s recommended allocatlon of
the CDBG money. But he stressed that
he would prefer that all the moncy go
1o capital Improvements.
Councilwoman Jody Soronen also
supported matntaining at least
$130,000 for capital Improvements, “1
have felt all along that we get the big-
gest bang for the buck out of capltal

siding.

IN ADDITION, a Home Security Im-
provement Program allows senior citl-
zens to receive free deadbolt locks and
eve viewers, and a Smoke Detector
Program allows qualified residents to
recelve smoke detectors at no charge,

Speaking for the housing rehabilita-
tion program, Marks sald, ‘Number
one, i1's not & gift, This happens to be a
rolling fund that is paid back, and goes
back out 1o help other people.”

Referring to the federal deficlt re-
ductlon act, Marks added, “If Gramm-
Rudman goes through, then at least
we'll have maybe $100,000 to $150,000
rolting around to help these people
maintain their dignlty.

Councilman Donn Wolf disagreed

D . It beneflts the largest
amount of people for the longest
amount of time."

But rehabilitatlon toan board mem-
ber George Roberts — one of three
speaking at (he publle hearlng — ate
tacked the use of CDBG funds for capi-
tal Improvement projects.

“1t's kind of bad to start using feder-
al funds to pay for sdmething {capltal
improvements) you {the eity) should
have pald for yoursef years ago,” Rob-
eris sald..

*The communlty at large was not in-
tended to benefit. That was a function
of revenuc sharlng. Even so, the com-
munity at Jarge has benefitied. Many
have been senior citizens and single
parent heads of houscholds, many of

whom ure mothers. 1 sincercly hope
that the council will recognize that the
housing rchabilitation program will
have to be expanded regardless of fed-
eral cuts,” Roberts sald.
Administration Includes the payment
of salarics, supplics, and legal notices.
With administration costs cut {rom

$50,000 to $38,000 under the new plan,

a report by the clty manager recom-
mended limiting staff funding to hous-
fng rchabilitatlon speclalist Cheryl
Carter only, . .

According to Director of Public Ser-
vices Thomas P. Blasell, that would
mean dropplng an allotment for elerl-
cal time Included in the current budget,
and may Involve the city picking up
some of the costs. ;

That suggestion was supported by
resident Aldo Vagnozzl.

“What I'm suggesting Is that while
administrative expenses have becn cut
percentage-wlse (o meet the smaller
amount, maybe the city could plek up
some of that figure,” Vagnozzl sald.
*Maybe (his is the year to do that, and
to put more money into the rehabilita-
tion program.™

A PUBLIC hearing regarding fund-

Ing of capital improvement projects
was postponed until April 21 to allow
city officlals time to sollcit oplnlons
from netghborhood resldents, .

1n 1986.87, Farmington Hills areas
considered ellghte to benelit from the
federal dollars include ten census
blocks in the southeast area of the city
in sections 26, 39, 34, 35, and 36.

The city englneering department has
compiled a list of six priority projects
on which to spend the anticlpated
$130,000.

1M the first project does not proceed,
the next one would assume priority.

The projects are as follows:

e Farmington Acres paving and
dralnage: Sectlon 33. Suggested ex-
penditure: $130,000.

By paving roads and implemenilng
drainage Improvements, spring flood
conditions would be lessened. About B0
resldents would be alfected,

@ Regal Orchards Subdivision
drainage improvements: Sectlon 26 and
35. Suggested Expenditure: $130,000,

‘The gravel roads are in poor condi-
tion, needing drainage improvements
and outlets, Resldents affected: 105,

® Grayling Avenuc storm sewer:

Advertising plan slated for downtown

By Joannea Mallszowskl
stalt wriler

‘It is a short-term

A first step Is belng taken to reposl-
tion downtown Farmington In the
marketplace with a one-year adverlis-
ing and marketing program in which
downtown businesses share in costs and
benelits,

“We are attempting to et the down-
town businesses on a one-ycar business
promotlon,” market analyst Nick Ni
chuolas said. “It is a short-term solutlon
to changing the image of downtown.”

The use of a Downlown D

toch
the image of
downtown.’

cation wlll be offered four-to-six times
a year. The advertising effort could po-
tentlally reach . §0,000-70,00¢ con-
sumers In the subtirban Detrolt area,
Nicholas said.

. The Idea is 1o “pull them (downtown

— Nick Nichol
market analyst

together In a p
program,” Nicholas said. About 40
~ using about clght pages

FOUR MEMBERS of that original
committee are the moving forces be-
hind the advertising and marketlng
campaign.

“We're part of the original commit-

Authority (DDA) is a long-range solu-

tee of people  working

tion that witl help 1 ¥
and bring in new development, Nicho-
las sald. The Intent of a DDA is to pro-
mate economic growth, increase prop-
crty values, bolster the commerclal tax
base and sirengthen ties between mer-
chants in the central business distrlet.
In the meantime though, the adver-
tising and marketing program s ex-
pected to immediately beg'n improving
the downlown's image and posltion in
the suburban marketplace, Nicholas
said,

An advertlsing and marketing cam-
paign was a suggestlon listed in the
Farmlnglon Futures Program, an anal-
ysis of downlown Farmington's prob-
Jems and solutions for Improvement.
The analysis was completed by Nicho-
1as and architect Christopher Wzacny,
who were retained by the city of Farm-
ington 1o advise the Downtown Farm-
ington Development Committee.

toward a new image
and a DDA, said Jody Soronen, execu-
tive director of the Farmington-Farm-
ington Hills Chamber of Commerce
and committee member.

Although the advertlsing campalgn
is a scparate effort fram the recently
established DDA, it will go hand-in-
hand to improve the downtown,” Soro-
ncn said,

Other committee members include
Jerry Wingerter, Kathy Verstracte and
Bob Heinrich. The Chamber of Com-
merce Is belplng coordinate the pro-
gram, Nicholas said.

“This s the flrs cffort to pull togeth-
er the people in the downtown —
roughly the DDA district, It is a coop-
erative advertising effort to promote
downtown,” Soronen said.

The advertlsing and marketing cam-
paign will Involve the use of a maga-
zlne-type publlcation, distributed
through the local newspaper. The publl-

in the publication ~ will be needed to
keep costs down, he added.

THE PUBLICATION has two funce
tlons, The first is to show consumers all
the unique in

can do good buslness from It,” Nicholas
ld.

P

ald.
The publicatton is alse designed

to
cambine advertising and p: b;
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Sectlon 36. Suvggested expenditure:
$39,000,

Roadway flooding and a roudside
hazard due to deep dliches is caused by
a drainage problem. Litches would be
enclosed. Resldents affected: 20.

# Radcliffe storm sewer: Sectlon 35.
Suggested expenditure: $15,000.

‘This would affect only about 20 resi-
dents, but would have o posltive impact
on motorlsts In the area, according to
the report.

@ Osmus paving nnq drainage fm+

e

p
$103,000. - N :
This would help lprove the Osmus
sirdet area south of Tiliman, a narrow
street with many dralnage problems.
& Meadowbrook Heights subdlvision

pavlng and dralnage Improvements. *

Suggested expenditure; $57,000.
Dralnage enclosures would help ac-

complish dralnage and paving. Sixty

residonts would be affected. .

Clarenceville joins .
insurance group

Clarenceville wiil joln other school
distrlets In establishing a selfinsur-
ance pool in an attempt to {ind relief
from soaring properly/casualty cover-
age costs.

‘The Clarencevllle Board of Educa-
tion autharlzed the move at its Feb. 13
mecting. The pool will be adminlstered
under the Michigan Assoclation of
Schoal Boards/Schoo) Employers
Group.

INITIAL COST to Clarenceville will
be $6,009, based on current enroliment,
or $3 per student. This money will be
used to offset starling costs and pro-
vide an Immediate loss fund.

The lnvestment plus interest will be
returned to the districts before divl.
dends are distributed, if surplus funds

I

targeting 1t for certaln Umes and
events of the year, Soronen safd.

The four publication dates are Aprll
10 (Spring Shoppers Bazaar), May
(Birthday Celebration), . September
(Fall Festival) and November (Gift
Glving).

The commitice that is planning the
advertislng and marketing

become the poal can't be
sel up, each distrlet’s investment would
be returned by Dec, 31, 1986,

Livonla Publle Schools decided to
partlcipate in the pool two months ago.
The city of Livonta jolned a simllar
plan In Nevember,

Insurance costs have become
staggering for school distrlels,

wlll meet again at 2 p.m. March 5, in

Farminglon,

“Collectlvely we can show all the
specialty shops,” he added.

‘The sceond function is that the publl-
cation will encourage cach business to
merchandise thelr unique producis,

“This way the (Individual) businesses

F City Hall, 23600 Llberty.

“We haven't done anything further
yet for making a

Clar 's llability was
cancelled last year, but the district was
able to sign vp quickly with another
comipany.

*Our went from $1,000 to

group,” Seronen said. “We should have
In connectton with thls (advertising
campalgn) seme kind of more orga-
nlzed group of people for promotion.”

$10,000," satd Edward Sallsz, asslstant
supctintendent of schoo! buslness af-
{’alrs. “And everyone Is In the same
oat.”

Livonla's coverage costs — approxl-
mately $500,000 — for this fiscal year
have almost tripled from last year's
costs — somc $160,000 {or labitity and
property Insurance.

TIIE POOLED Insurance plan calls
far claims up lo an established amount
té be paid out of the fund, after a dis-
trlct’s deductible Is satlsficd.

Specitic loss relnsurance, purchased
by the fund, will pay claims above ths
limit. The fund will have $5 mitllon ag-
gregate loss relnsurance coverage,
Claims handlings and englneering ser-
vices will be provided to member dis-
tricts.

A slx-member board of dlreclors, ap-
polnted by the SEG board of dircetors,
will control the pool. Each member
will serve a term of slx years. Four of
them must be active school administra-
tors, one may be a retired school ad-
minlstrator and gne the MASB execu-
tlve director,

As of last month, more than 120 dis-
tricts had deposited some $500,000 to
the pool, according te Norman
Weinhelmer, president of the MASB
Schoot Employer Trust/School Em-
ployers Group, in a letter to the board
president and district superintendent.
The group has commitments from slx
companles for varlous kinds of speciflc
underlying coverage,

The group nceds a total $1 milllon to

get the necessary aggregate rein- |

surance coverage.

And If you'd like to
help us, call
591-0500
to find about an
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,Doors & Dravers

'Cabines Refucing ™ 1 Qualily Hardwood

Reface It!

Come by our showroom and sce %
our cabinets on display, or
call us today fora frec s
in-home estimate!
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8565-6613

 SPECIAL OFFER

M Exam-Evaluation

H Cleaning-Fluoride
B 4 Diagnostic X-rays

Children’s Dentistry
Doesn’t Have

To Be Expensive
ot . A e Chirens

Dental Center, expert specialists treated my
childeen . . . and the prices were truly affordable.’””

Call Today for an Appointment - _

Offer good with

6177 Orchard Lake Rd. ® West Bloomfield, M1 48033

Childrens Dental Center :

. 855-6613 8:30-5:00 M-F
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