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Schools sue
Hills over
TIFA plans

By Casoy Hans
statl weller

area connection, send a note to
our downtown office at 33203
Grand River, Farmington 48024,

STUDENT star gazers,

First and second graders at
Farmlngion Publlc Schools’
Flanders Elementary got &
chance (o reach for the stars this
school year,

They spent evenings viewlng
the constellatlons and
culminated the learning
experlence with a fleld trip Feb,
16 to the Cranbrook Educational
Communily, Bloom(leld Hills,

‘Teacher Marlon Spencer sald
students were “Just fantastic —
they knew 1t all," during thelr -
vislt to the science museum and
planctarium. The visit also
marked the analversary of thc
discovery ol the planet Plute,

The Nerthern Lights obscured
some of the consteilations during
the students' last outing, but
there was stlll much to learn, she
added. The students have studled
the stars since October,

GOLD key winner.
Farmington Harrison High
School student Marnic Leonard

. earned 8 Gold Key for an ol
painting entered in the
Southeastern Michigan Regional
Scholastic Art Awards.

Several Farmington Public
Schools students’ works were
shown at the exhibitlon, held Feb.
8-23 in Tel-Twelve Mall,
Southfleld.

THERE'S a new facc on
the Michigan Board of
Osteopathic Mediclne and
Surgery.

Lt. Gov Martha Griffiths has
appeinted Dr. Max McKinney It
to the board for a term explring
Dec. 31,1989,

He's in private practice in
Farmington Hills,

McKinney is a member of the
Michigan Assoclatlon of
Osteopathie Trustees and the
Batsford General Hosplull Board
of Directors.

NO qguestion about it,

‘The new Quatlty Inn of
Farmington Hills is oriented to
business travelers,

Ta meet thelr speclal needs,
the hotel, at 12 Mile and Orchard
Lake roads, has executive sultes
with two phones, a desk arca and
a personal corputer hookup. The
250-scat meeting roomsoller
augdlovisual equipment,
teleconferencing and satellite
‘TV. And there’s an audiovisual
cnglnwr and a notary public on
staff.

“The 160-room hotel — which
also offers a Great Escape
weckend package for local and
oui-of-town guests — Is hosted by
‘The Rosenhaus Group, the J&J
Slav!k Group and the Bosco

Farmlngton Hills Mayor Joe
Alkatech cut the ribbon at the
thnmpagne grand opening Feb,

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — The congental,
soft-spoken clty hall mu:her
*vho died last October hes
tecome the center of a court
case involving his neatly
$200,000 estate. .

Oakland County Probate Judge
Eugene Moore has set a March 5

. hearing date Inr reviewingthe ¢
estate of Liston Shepard.

Shepard, who was 74, dled Oct,
:{7].“1.054 , He lived in Farmin, an .

» Farmington Hills gwcexyuwre .
before his retirement. :

. The March § hearing wiltbe. .
field to veview a petition filed by .
Marcella J.cuw.cuw,or .
Euclld, Ohio, claims to
Shnpurd's daughter !mn a

Farmington Hllls officlals have not
yet determined thelr legal response to
a Farmington Public Schools lawsult,
fited to thwart the vsc of a tax incre-
ment financing authority (TIFA) along
the 12 Mile corrldor,

‘The city faces a March 6 legal dead-
line for responding to” the four-count
complalnt, flled Feb. 12 in Oakland
County Circult Court.

City councll has not met to discuss
the clty’s positlon toward the suit, ac-
cording to Farmington Hills Clty Man-
ager William Costick. “We are review.
ing the complaint as spetled out in the
sult.”

The suit was liled the day afier the
Farmington Board of Educatlon au-
thorlzed legal actlon, according lo
school district attorney Dennts Pollard
of the Birmingham flrm of Clark, Har-
dy, Lewis, Pollard and Page. Its pur-
posc Is to halt the formation of the
TIFA distrlct and to declare the TIFA
along 12 Mile unlawful, he said,

THE TIFA would fund $10 mlllion
toward proposed road Improvements,
including widening and a boulevard,
along the 8.5-mlle stretch of 12 Mile,
west of Farmington Road, and widen-
Ing and addltional interchanges along
1.96. Gavernment grants are projected
to cover the remainder of the $44-mll-
{ion road Impravement proposal.

The clty was served papers Feb. 14,
although following the Feb. 11 school
board meeting, interlm svuperintendent
Graham Lewis sald the distriet would
not flle sult until the end of a 60-day
waiting perled from the time the TIFA
was appraved In December.

“That was our understandlng,” Cos-
tck added.

“Tt's a formalily,” Lewls explained.
‘The distrlct had to take actlon within
60 days after the TIFA's approval In

Farmington Hills mayor
and Farmington school
board president speak
out on TIFA: Page 8A.

order to officlally challenge its forma-
n.

on.
The district’s four-count plea con-

I3
3

@ There is no decline In property
vallucs along the proposed TIFA dls-
trict.

® The distrlet’s operating mlllage
was authorized by voters to be spent
only for scheo) operating purposes.

@ The capture and/or diverslon of
tax yevenues “conslitutes an unlawtul

looks

use” of school tax money, g U
the 1976 School Code, Publlc Act 451,

& A commitment was made to bond-
helders 1o levy on all taxable property
(n the district. Allowing a TIFA would
breach the district’s contract with
bondholders.

THE SCHOOL board also based its
legal stance on an optnion recelved in
January from the Michigan Attorney
General's office voicing opposltion to
use of a TIFA far the 12 Mile corridor.
Farmington Publle Schools requested
the opinlon one year ago.

The district is_also concerned with
deferral of local tax dollars, because
local dollars fund out-of-formula dis-
tricts, such as Farmington. They do not
recelve state school ald based on a per-
pupil formula.

Although cxtenslons arc “routinely
granted,” Pollard sald he assumes the
clty's answer wlill be forthcoming by
March 6. Costlck sald the council and
clty atiorneys may ask for more time
to review the 1B-page complaint. An
exccutive session — allowed for rea-
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The Tall Ozks office building {center), which
hat like a house, can be sean be-

RARDY DOAST/slatt photographor
that the developers of the

complax dld nol provide proper landscaping

twoen houses on Glichreat in F

s Hills,

g and the houses,

Deadline set |
Denser greenbelt in Hills required |

the Farmington Hills City Counctl
relerred the ssue to city staff and
sct a June 1 deadline to force de-
vclopers Beachum & Roeser to im-
prove the existing greenbelt arca to
provide greater privacy and Im-
proved appearance for homeowners.

Both developers, who were not

present at Monday's meeting, are on
vacatlon and were unavailable for
comment.

Although developers planted -
bushes and (rees In the approxi-
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By Joanno mately 20-foot greenbelt about 1% *
stafl writer to two years ago, the plantings have
City planning not been malntained and many have
Dcvc)opcrs of the Tall Oaks omu: commissioners are since dled, said Susan Young, presi-
bullding ol way an ordi, dent of the subdivislon Improvement
in Farminglan Hills bave unul Juno 7 A . The belt *
1 to [mprove that that would come an eyesore to the subdivision,”
separates the 20,000-squarc-foot she added.
bullding from homes In the Franklin requlre ImP roved For most offlce bulldings that
Knolls subdlvision, screening between abut resldentlal areas, a wall
At the request of the Franklln residential areas and berm Is required to serve as a barri-
Knolls Improvement Association, office buildings. cr between the bullding and houses,

sald Richard Lampl, community de-
velopment  coordinator. “in this
case, the wall was walved in Heu of
a planting plan,” he added.

THE FARMINGTON Hills Zoning I
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More pupils may lead to new school

By Casoy Hans ary shifts for the district.
stall wrllar Freedman s thc district’s asslstant
super 'y Instruc-
Bullding a new school plus a short- tion.

term student shift would be Lawrence
Freedman's first cholee In solving an
Increasing enrollment problem In west-
slde Farmington clementarles.

But the disirlet's boundary study
commitiee chalrman's recommenda-
tlon may not be accepted by hls com.
mittee or the Farmington Board of Ed-
ucation, he stressed at a Lonxacre Ele-
mentary parents meeting Tus

The school board wlll mnkc the final
declsion on possible clementary bound-

By Bob Skler
stall writer

A former Farmington Hills resident
pulled a Fenton woman and her 2-year-
old child to safety after the all-terrain
vehlcle in which they were riding broke
through thin ice on Strawberry Lake,
south of Brighton, Saturday.

“They made It and I'm glad 1 was
able to help." sald Gregory Milosch, 26,
Monday, keland resident Is a
1978 Fnrmlngton Harzison High School
graduate and the son of Jane and Mac
Miloseh of Farmington Hills,

"He should get al} the credit he possi-
bly can, sald Hamburg Township
Chlef of Pollce Robert Krichke, “It was
deflnltely because of hls quick actlon
that those peaple were saved.”

“The good Lord sure watched over
these people,” Krichke added. “With
the temperature of the water, the'wom-
an and child could not have held on
very long before hypothermia would
havesetin .

Milosch, a sales englneer for Lucas

;common law

n Troy, sald he was in bed

in
when he heard someone sereaming for

BOUNDARY STUDY committee
members went back to the drawling
board recently — at the request of the
school board -~ to devclop alternatlves
for the district’s lopsided growth as
Farmington HIlls develops along the
western boundary.

The study board was formed onc

year ago when growth patterns on the

west slde became notlecable.
“We're golng to show them ({the

board) all the eptions,” he added, show-
Ing parents at the meeting four possl-
ble solutions to the boundary crlsis,

“If boundarles are not changed, we
can anticipate a projected Increase of
106 students (at Longacre) over ‘the
next three-five years, Indicating a nced
for a minimum of four additional class-
rooms,” Freedman said In a report.

THOSE OPTIONS affecting Longa-
crc lumllleslnclu o

tion. This section Is bounded by Nine
and 10 Mile and Haggerty and talsted.
This is Freedman'’s first choice,

® Reassignment of all kindergarten
students from Longacre to Flanders as-
a temporary move while growth pat-
terns are studied. Additlonal costs for
busing the students would oceur, school
offictals sald.

o The installation of three portable
classrooms at Longacre while con-
struetion of a new school, or bullding
addition, Is which Freed.

70 skudcnls in Socllon 30 !rom Longa-
cre lo Flanders as a temporary mave,
while a new school is under construc.

Lake rescue
Harrison grad credited with saving 2 lives

. I knew 1 was the only
one there. I cotldn’t

. 8ee anybody else
coming to help. | was
standing there and 1
wasn’'t going to watch

: them drown,”

— Gregory Milosch

belp about 11 p.m. Saturday in his rural
nelghborhood,

“1 grahbed my robe and ran out to
the porch to listen belter, And I quickly
realized somebody was in trouble on
the lake, about 200 ynrds away,” M-
losch said.

MILOSCH RAN back inside, got
dressed, told his wife, Suzanae, to call
the police, u_mn grabbed a Aashlight

and a ro]

Alter running to the lnkc, he found &
“woman holding a child and clinging to
a {our-wheel-drive, all-terraln vehicle
fNoating upslde down In about 10 feet of
water, The.vehicle had fallen through
(hin ice near a luke inlet. Buoyant tircs
kept the vehicle afloat.

“She was v}hlu“g friends In the arca
and dldn't know the lake,” Mllosch said
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man noted as hls second choice, New
portables cost aboul $30,000 each, ac-
cording to estimates given. The school

of the 39.year-old woman.

Mitosch threw her a rope and pulled
her Lo the edge of the fce.

"I tried to get her to wrap the rope
around the baby, but I coildnt,” Mi-
Tosch sald, “She sald she was too cold.”

After the woman pushed her chlld
onto the lce, Milosch slid on hls stom-
ach and grabbed the youngster's foot.

WHEN THE woman sald she could
hang on to the lce a bit longer, Milosch
carried the youngster inslde to hls wife.
He then threw a rope to the woman and
pllicd her to safety,

Local emergency authoritles direet.
ed both the woman and her chlld into a
.ub of warm water to raise thelr body
temperature.

Mitosch, who has llved in Lakeland
since April, sald this was the first time
he has encouniered a Jake rescue.

Did he ever have any doubts?

“7 sure did,” he said. "I knew I was
the only one there, I couldn’t see any-
body else comlng to elp. I was stand- |
Ing there and I wasn't going to walch *
them drown. So I went for It — and
made it

Is currently using two portables,

@ Moving other Longacre students
In areas other than Section 30 of the
district to Flanders, which is at about
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