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Fund developed in
teacher’'s memory

To the editor:

On Jan, 28, the nation mourned the death of the
seven Challenger crew members,

For the Natlonal Education Assoclation and
teachers thiroughout the country, there was a s,
clal sadness for Christa McAuliffe, onc of our col
[eagues. Christa symbollzed what §s best fn our pro-
{esslon: dedicatlon Lo students, love for educatlon,
:md cuurngc

ate Christa’s splrlt,
\E.\ has developed a fund ~ the Christa McAullHe
American Education Fund — to enable pracileing
teachers to explore thelr subject matter In new and
innovatlve ways. The fund will aiso help high school
and college students (ulfll] thelr dreams of becom-
ing teachers.

By reaching teachers, we wlll be reaching out to
our children — our students — te help cach of them
develop a better understanding of the world around
them.

As teachers, we want to honor Christa, who gave
so much to all of us. It s our hope that others will
join in giving generously to the fund for a future
[ull of Christa MeAuliffes,

Contributions can be made to the Christa McAu-
liffe American Educatlon Fund, American Security
Tank, P.0. Box 0149, Washington, D.C. 20055,

Mary Hatwood Futrell, President
Natlonal Education Association

Smoking: it's
non-survival

To the editor:

We are writing 1o you today about a malu:r

which concerns our society's health and future en-

. We adults are for creating

and maintaining a healthy and drug-free cnviron-
ment for everyone.,

If we do not become [fuily aware of the health
problems in our environment due to smoking, we
are betng stuhborn and Ignorant. We are fightlng a
positive change when this change Is the only way to
gain a healthier environment for our children as
well as ourselves,

We understand how these bad habits became so
popular, Televislon, radio and newspapers, who are
our most powerful communleators, were responsl-
ble for allowing (hese non-survival acts to prolifer-
ate. Our soclcty has suffered because we did not
stand up for what we knew to be a better way. As
children, we could not see the future effects that
smoking caused. As adulls, we now know that
smoking is Puly non-survival,

Soclety Is now in the process of changing (his bad
habit. Change Is slow and sometimes It appears we
have not made progress. It just takes time to effec-

tively communicaie the real facts about smnking
Our television and radlo stations,

Our questions to you Is this: What can you do to
help make this change continue to grow? By not
allowlng smoking In our scheals and publle places
would be a giant siep in securing a healthler envi-
ronment for everyone. Go to your schools and pub-
lic places and ask how they can help our cause. If
you need our support please call us, we will support
you all we can. (471-0636)

Plase stand up for what you know s a better way
to survive. It takes courage and our socicty necds
your personal power, With everyone's best interest
at heart.

‘Yvonne and Michael Trapan!
Farmiagton Hills

Leaders distort
Blues efforts

To the cditor:

The rhetorle by some senlor cltizen leaders over
Blue Cross and Blue Shicld of Michlgan's efforts to
become a non-profit mutusl insurance company
has gotten out of hand. Their letters to the edltor
are Inaccurate and give a distorted view of what
mutuallzation would mean to senfors.

The reasons the Blues are seeking to become a
non-profit mutual are so they can meet the Intense
competltion In the health care industry in the years
ahead, provide better service, better health care
programs and glve senlors the chance to get afford-
able, non-group health coverage from any health
insurer in the state.

TO SUGGEST the Blues are seeking to abandon
the senlors Is false. We will contlnue Lo cover all
senlors who apply for coverage no matter what
happens to our blll in Lansing. And let's not forget
that, unlike the competitlon, the Blues have always
had a cencern for the elderly.

BCBSM was the first earrler to offer senior non-
group coverage back in 1959, Today, BCBSM Is pro-
posing as part of a law to convert to a non-profit
mutual the best coverage senjors have ever had.

The Senior BlIl of Rights, which Is part of the
proposed law, guarantees caverage for the elderly

at affordable ratcs for life, regardless of age or
condition of health, There is no slx-month waillng
period for. pre-exlsting conditions. There are no
glmmicks or strings attached.

Another provision of this Senlor Bill of Rights
calls for establishment of an $18 mlllion fund by all
insurance companles doing business in Milchigan,
including the Blues. This money would be used sole-
ly for the benetit of the clderly. .

MORE THAN 30,000 non-graup cltizens have
taken the time lo Indicate they support the Senlor
Bill of Rights, as have 39,000 of our subscribers
under age 65, and 3,000 buslnesses in the state.

As the facts become known, we belleve more
non-graup citlzens, more subscribers under age 85
and more buslness men and women wlll foin us in
our campalgn.

That's why we are continuing our cfforts to win
legislative endorsement of our need — and the
well-belng of all our fubserlbers — to become a
non-proflt mutual Insurance company,

‘There are no *takcaways™ from'senlor citlzens in
the mutuatlzation bi)l.

We encourage seniors to know the facts about the
Blues and mutualizatlon because the health care
Indusiry is in the most volatile perlod of its history.
The Blues must adjust to the changing marketpiace
if they are to continue to meet the nceds of thelr
members, partleularly senlor citlzens.

There is a toll-free number (1-800-572-12680) to
answer tclephone inquirles or have our “Senlor
Health Care Blil of Rights” brochure mailed to
callers.

Rude Difazlo,
Medla Relations Director
Blue Cross Blue Shleld

Sports article
spurs interest

To the editor:

1 was very happy lo see two particular articles In
the Observer: “Kuick quits Falcon post,” Monday,
Jan. 20, and "His time has come: 21-year wait ends,

Catherman gets grid job,” Monday, Jan. 27, both by
. Chris McCosky.

1am a 1984 graduate of Farmington High School,
and now attending Adrian College, My mother sent
these two nrllclcs to me, knowing they would spark
my Interest

Iwas sul] atiending Farmlngtan High, and ptay-
ing varsliy sports when Mr. Kuick came as an Eng-
lish tcacher and the varsity foothall coach. After 13
years of loslng, Kulck renowed much splrit in
Farmington High School. He even led us to the
Western Lakes title his second ycar, which made
students and alumnl proud. We had lost games for
50 long, we dldn’t even think It was possible,

Kuick has only been at Farmington for three
years, and he Is the flrst that I've heard stand up
and mentlon the “lack of personal drive by the ad-
ministratlon.”

Mr. Catherman, although he's been around longe
cr, mentioned the need of parents to get involved
and a commitment necded from the school. He also
went on to express the need to improve the school’s
image, ellminate negative press, and bulld up the
character of the kids; in other words, to “get them
to take pride in both their school and the program.’

These 1hings have been hidden for so long. Stu-
dents and faculty, especlally, have been saying
these things for years, but never admitted to it
when questloned, unless in confidence, Now that
this Is In the open, maybe someone will do some-
thing about it.

Change docs not come casy, especlally to institu-
tlons. Students, faculty, or parcnts cannot make all
the needed changes alone, A group effort ks needed
by all te improve the school, With this effort, may-
be some day Farmington High School will be an
Instltution everyone ean be proud of,

Of course, it's too late for me, but if students
were able 1o have o more posillve attitude toward
both academics and athletles the effect would be
phenomenal.

In closing, 1 would like to thank dMr, Kulek !ar
cverything he has done for the school. I would also
Iike to congratutate Mr, Catherman on his well-de-
served, new position,

Kristine Rogers,

Farmington High School,"

Class of '84

* — Finnlsh Cultural Ce

Blood -
donors
sought

Four Amerlcnn Red
Cross bloodmoblles will
visit the Farmington area
In March, X

Donating blood is &
simple, risk-free process
requiring less than &
hour, Red Cross officla
say. Anyone who Is [rer
good health, weighs lgz..
least 110’ pounds and !s
between 17 and 70 is eli;
gible to donate blood, ’q'

A new, sterile needle is‘
used for each donor, lhcp.,.
discarded.

Bloodmoblles will
at:

® Saturdoy, March

ter, 35200 Eight Mlle.
am. to 3 pam, For an ap+’
pointment, call Shirlep;
Kemppainen, 478-6939,

® Saturday, March
= St. Fabtan Cathollg**
Church, 32265 Red Cls
ver. § a.m, to 3 pan.
an appointment, call Ge:
ry Kerrigan, 628-5104,

'

® Salurday, March 'I*»
— N.W. Christian M|
Alitance Chureh, 2811!\
Ten Mile. 10 am. to 4
p.m, For an appolntment:
call Carol Berper, 476-

NS
 Friday, March 14 -1‘.
Antioch Lutheran Churcﬁe.
33301 W. 13 Mile. 8:30
a.m. to to 2:30 p.m. F
an appolntment, call Gl

ny Jesse, 5221311,

X

b

We're looking for
carriers to aeliver
The Observer &
Eccentric
Newspapeors.

Interestad?
Call 581-0500
for route details

the general public have already made & po:ltlve
chiange by not supporting smoking.
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SEE OUR LARGE SELECTION
OF CABBAGE PATCH KIDS,
PREEMIES and ACCESSORIES!
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Remco WRESTLING
TAG TEAM FIGURES

am
* Real wrastlin’a action with paseable
figures. Inciudas {res AWA souvenir,
Remco
WRESTLING RING
10”7

For use with MlSl-r wrasiling
{igures, Ages 4 and uj

- Wastarn Publish|

VHS EDUCATIONAL TAPES .
«Masters of the Universa ~«Sesama Straet Vol |
«Golden Book Favorites  eSasama Street Vol. 1l

BLOOMFIELD HILLS ’ o
) 2080 Telegraph Eon.d (Ad. 10 \iiaﬁﬁﬁ‘é’mm cemev) R :
DEARBORN. ROSEVILLE HALL RD. CROSSINGS. SOUTHGATE ~
Fnlrlane Town Cemar Across from Mnucmb Mall Hnll Road & Schoenherr ° Soutmowncc




