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‘A peopl

Income tax rate t

By Tim Richard
stall writer

Michlgan lawmakers will carry the flght over the Income tax
rate Into thelr re-clection campalgns now that they have disposed
of the issue in Lansing.

The state Senate Tuesday approved, 37-1, a House measure to
roll the state fncome Lax rate back to 4.6 percent effcctive this
March 31. It has been 5.1 percent since last December and was as
high as 6.35 percent in 1983,

"This has been one of the Jongest playing Issues In politics,” sald
Sen. Rudy Nichols, R-Waterford, a co-sponsor of {he measure,

“This i3 a people’s vole — grass roots representatlon at s best,"
sald Nichols, whose district includes Rochester.

Nlchols and Sen, Klrby Holmes, R-Utica, preslded over a cham-
pagne luncheon followlng the vote. Thetr victories in special elec-
tlons following the 1984 tax revelt gave Republicans 20-18 conirol
of the Senate. And with the champagne corks popptng, Nichols
indicated the Income tax would be an electlon ycar Issue.

ALL SENATORS from the Observer & Eccentric arca supported
Holmes' SB 77. The lax increase wasn't due o expire untit Oct. 1,
1987,

“We origlnally had a permanent tax Increase,” sald Sen. Doug
Cruce, R-Troy. “We held some fect to the fire. Getting a rollback
to March 31 was & significant victory.” .

. The 18-months-early roliback will save Michigan income lax-
payers $650 millions, according (o Republican stalf member Gary
Wolfram.

The actual tax rate people will see on thelr 1986 state tax re-

turns, however, wlll be about 4.72 percent — a combinatlon of 4.6
percent for nine months and 5.1 percent for threé months.
. The rate was 4.6 percent when Blanchard teok office in the
vecession year of 1983, Its high was 6.35 percent that year. It
dropped to 6.1 percent In "84, then 5.35 on Scpt. 1, 1984, and 5.1 as
of last Dec. 1,

Nichols catled the orlglna) 38-percent rate increase “'too much
for too long.” indicating Republicans would make it an election-
year issue.

DEMOCRATS WARNED the GOP agalnst grabbing too much
palltical credit.

Deadline nears for

Prosp for the F: Public Schoals su-
perintendent post have about three weeks left to apply.

They must send a ictter of application, a resume — personal and
professlonal, and an up-to-date sct of college credentlals to the
school board via a special for constderation, according 10 a bro-
chure malled to prospective candldates,

Application deadline for the key post is March 21, School board

will Iy sereen making a decision In
May or June. The search Is being conducted natlonally, according
to information from the Michlgan Assoctatlon of School Boards
(MASB), consultant In the search.

The brochure, sent to qualified applicants on the MASB malling
list, features a photo of Farminglon’s Forest Elementary, the
dent Le

e’s vote’  |Day trip for adults in the works

The Farmlngton Hills Department of Speclal follow.
; Services Recrcguon Divislon E:.lll host a chartered . The bus will leave the Farmington Hills Municl-
O ro I l b aCk e a rl excurslon to “Kolly and Company” and the Renals- ~ pal Offices, 31555 11 Mile, at 7:15 a.m, and return
sance Center Thursday, March 20, at 4 p.m. Pre-register by March 7. ’l‘he_liﬂ per per-
“Keeplng Memory Fit After 40]']’ willdbc Ntllmﬁng son cg]xt includﬁsl"xclly’ Lt\n;: ll:lom‘_:pi'nln4y_“nsn{d1 ;r::n:‘

“Ihls Is a far ery from March of 1983," sald Sen. Patrick McCol- the lopics covered py John Kelly an arilyn  portation to and from city hall. Ca. g XL
lough, D-Dearbern):"when unemployment was 16 percent, when 17 Turner. Shopping at-the Renaissance Center will 290,
percent were on welfare, and we faced closing of and
layoffs of firc and policemen.”

‘McCollough, whose district includes Garden Clty, said President
Reagan should follow Gov. James Blanchard's lead in submitting a
balanced budget, adding:

“{ see a drift by Republicans to the left in terms of flscal respon-
sibillty, and a drlft by Democrats to the right.”

.BOTH McCOLLOUGH and Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-Northville,
sald they recelved “very little” mall In recent wecks aboul
whether to roll the rate back cffective Jan. 1, as Republicans had
proposed, or March 31, the date oifered by Blanchard and the
Democrats.

“People aren't followlng the quibbling about the exact date,”
said Geake, whose district Includes Livonia, Redford, Plymouth
and Canton. .

“Peaple wrlte only when they feel threatened,” added McCole
lough.

!{;cpubll,cnns, such as Finance Chairman Norm Shinkle of Mon-
toc County, repeatedly noted Blanchard “proposed a permancnt
tax Increase and said be would veto a temporary hike."

SENATE MAJORITY Leader John Engler of Mount Plcasant
said taxes will continuc to be an issue because of 2 Senate staff
finding that the Treasury cellccted toe much In Income and single
business taxes Jast year. He called for a $180-milllon pro rated
refund to taxpayers.

“The Blanchard economic program consists in being governor
while Ronald Reagan s president,” sald the Republican leader,

Shot back Democrat Lana Pollack of Ann Arbot: “If Gov.
Blanchard had dono ke the president, we would be $3.4 bitllon In
defiein.”

Sen. Joe Mack, D-Iranwood, sald he hoped Republicans would
show “the same attitude when it comes to Department of Natural
Reseurces llcense fee Increases for hunting and fishing."”

The Senate’s lone nay vote was cast by Jackie Vaughn III, D-
Detrait, He argued there was too much “unemployment and suf-
fering™ and too liftle spent on “qualily cducation, mental health
and prisons” {o Justify a rollback.

school applicants

The board sceks an individual, according to the brochure, who:

CLINIQUE
CLINIC

SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 11AM -3 PM
Treat yourself lo our skin analysis
clinic for men. Learn your skin and
hair types and your speclal care
needs from our Clinique consultant.
Clinlque products are allergy-lasted

@ has a strong gl a to excel- and fragrance free: Please call 644-6900, ext. 260, tor a private
lence in all areas of educatlon. consultation appolntment in our Faclal Room, Cosmetics. Use our
@ bas been both a teacher and an adminlstrator. Successful een- convanlent Chester Straet onlrance and parking when you come.

{ral oflice experience is desireable. .
& meels North Central requirements and has additlonal aca-
demic training.

' ’
® is capable of working effectlvely with the faculty, support b
staff, board of cducatlon and the community (o achelve the zggls a-CO SOI]-S

same used 10 years ago when then-new super wls
Schutman was hired.

of educational excellence. Apparel Store, Birmingham
® Iskno in 1 and i lal
k; Is an educatlonal lcader with excellent human relatlons We welcome Jacobson’s Charge Card or The Amarlcan Expross? Caed,
skills.
Salary and contract length was left open-ended in the brochure .
28 ble and With the of the can- Shop untll 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
didate.” Untl! 6 p.m. on Maonday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday
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RE STRIKES BACK...
~ Fitneas Empine NOW OPEN!

Winter blahs getting you downt join Fitness Visit Fitness Empire Today. Our new

Empire and fight the blahs with invigorating $2 million complex gives you Nautilus,

aerobics, exhilarating swims, intense weight Universal, Body Master, Aerobicycle,

training, body building, aerobicycling, and challenging aerobic exercises, heated indoor

much more! You'll look and feel*terrific... swimming pool, Finnish steam bath,

year ‘round! private tanning booths, Arizona dry sauna,
oriental-style whirlpool, oriental

martial arts, co-ed facilities

for men and women

every day.

SPECIAL
OFFER!

OIN NOW!
2FOR1

"SAVE UP TO 40%

mweo . HURRY FINAL DAYS
mgg'?-zr;:l;zgg,osaturday-sunday9.6. OFFER ENDS SOON !




