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Building ties
Arab Americans aim
to flex political muscle

By Tim Richard
stall writer

Atter a daylong convention in Southfield, many
Arab Americans have May 27 clrcled on thetr cal-
endars s the deadline for flling petitions to run
fur precinet delegate In the Demecrailc and Repub-
lican primaries.

“We're not Involved in elther party as a collec-
tive group,” said Jumana Judeh, who llves In West.
land and chairs the Arab American Democratic
Federation, "We seck one volce that will speak in
both parties, We put on this cohference to get In the
political mainstream.”

Significantly, many speakers at the Arab Ameri.
can Insthute gathering were from other ethnle
groups lack, Halian, Hispanic. Judeh spelled
out why, 'o're no different than any other ethnlc
group. We may be starting to play the game later
han the others, but we're playing catch-up.

We need to stress the Imporiance of bublding

ies,” said Judeh, a former aide to U.S. Rep. George
Crackett Jr., D-Detroit, and now a Michlgan Bell
manager.

“BUILDING TIES." The theme came out repeat-
edly as cthnic leaders, professional politiclans and
a lop lobbyist addressed ncarly 100 Arab Amerl-
«cans in the Michigan Inn.

Suburbs home
to many Arabs

Sume 2.5 milllon Americans are of Arab ances-
try, according to Dr. James Zogby, cxecutive direc-
tor of the Arab Amerlean Institute in Washlngton,

DC.

Reglons with high concentratlons include
southeastern New England, metropolltan New
York City, western Pennsylvania, northern Ghio
and Illinois, southeastern Michlgan and southern
California.

In Michigan, largest concentratlons are the sub-
urbs of Detroit and the Flint area. Jeff Mansour of
the AAD in Michigan says the Jargest group Is from
Lebanon with Palestinians second. Others are from
Yemen, Egypt and Jordan.

In the suburbs, Dearborn Js estimated to be 20
percent Arab American, the largest group being
from Yemen, Jumana Judeh, & Michigan Bell man-
ager and Democratic leader, says good numbers of
Palestinian Americans live in Livonla, Westland
and Garden City. Chaldeans make up 10 pereent of

ield's p with lesser jons
in Farmingten Hills, Royal Oak, Oak Park and Bir-
mingham,

e ————— et

“It’s no secret Arab Americans have been on the
sldelines for a Jong time,” sald Isa Hasan, who llves
in Livonia, runs a pharmacy In Dearborn and Is
natlonal chalrman of the 5,000-member Arab
Amcrican Republican Federatlon. “We could have
a very declisive Input into our state government.”

The 1984 Reagan-Bush campalgn already knows
what Arab Amerlcans can do. It credlted the Arab
American bloc with registering more new volers
than any other ethalc group.

“We petitloned the National Heritage council —
that's the ethnle arm of the Repuolican Party —
for admission to their group,” sald Hasan, “and
they voted us In unanimously.”

BECOMING A precinet delegales is a first step
to petltical influence, sald tawyer George Bashara,
a former state Court of Appeals judge and now a
Republican member of the Wayne State Unlversity
Board of Governors.

“How many of you are precinet defegates?”
Bashara asked. About five hands went up.

“Next electlon every one of you should run for

precinct delegate. Get 20 signatures on a petition. -

1t's the simplest thing in the world,” he sald.
Next steps will be secking political &ppointmen
and g scveral sp sald.

HARDLY ANYONE mentloned Iseacl, although
it was in the back of everyone's mind. The reason Is
that Arab Americans are secking to Influence for-
eign policy by starting al the grass roots.

*People used to sec us as a one-issuc communlty
= foreign pollcy in the Middle East,” sald Demo-
crat Judch (sce other story on this page).

Republlean Hasan says they seek to soften the
U]nlmd States’ “blind support for the state of Isra-
ol

By building ties to other cthoie groups, Hasan
added, Arab Amerlcans seek to mltigate the “steres
type of the ugly Arab, the terrorlst.” His volce
hardened as he talked about such films as “Delta
Foree” and "America Under Slege.”

BITS OF practical advlce were many,

Conrad Mallett Jr., alde to Detroit Mayor Young
and former alde to Gov. Blanchard, sald pallticians
will ignore a demand "as long as they can’ until a
group achieves promincnce. Once Hispanics were
ignored In Texas, bul now “every di

cratic Federation,

Hepublican — or a socialist. If you're part of us,
we're golng to promote you."

Dr, Alfred Rotondaro, head of the Natianal Ita)-
jan American Foundatioh, sald his “ficreely bipar-
tisan™ group wil glve ap award to Democratlc Gov,
James Blanchard, “Why are we honoring the gever-
nor? You don’t need an answer. He's the governor.”

‘The lineup of other speakers indicated the Arab
Americans had caught Lansing's attentlon: Dr.
Agnes M, Mansour (Lebanese), director of the state
Department of Soctal Services; Spencer Abraham
{Lcbanese), state Republican chalrman; Sceretary
of State Richard Austin; and Senate Majority Lead-
er John Engler of Mt. Pleasant.

WORKING ON campalgns s more Important
than giving money, though that's kmportant, loo.

State Sen, Patrick McCollaugh, D-Dearborn, said,
“You folks as a group have been a politleal target
and scapegoats . . . Whether you're Democrat or
Republican, you have to Join a party. (Presidential
candidates) go alter the preclnet delegates.”

MeCollough, whose home town is 20 percent
Arab Amerlean and whose district stretehes to Gar-
den City, advlsed, “Don't give huge sums to a party.
Once you glve It, they can use it for their purposes,
not yours." He advisced “being a fricnd” to office
Holders and candidates.

James Karoub, head of a 70-cllent lobbylng flrm
and Lebancse by ancestry, sald people lobbying a

wor!
the Hispanle group very, very hard. . . It's a long,
slow process, but there is no alternative.

George Satem, deputy sellcitor and one of nine
10p aldes 10 U.S, Labor Seeretary Wiliam Brock,
sald, "Having pcople on the Inslde is where it's at. 1
have 900 employees reporting to me, 600 of them
lawyers. Everyone knows I'm an Arab Amcrican
because 1 wear my ethnicity on my sleeve. . .

“It doesn’t matter to me if you're a Democrat or

must that others arc lebbylng
from the other side — and respect the lJawymaker's
delleate position, “You tell hilm, 'You're going lo
lose 40,000 friends by helping us, but we're golng to
glve you 200,000 friends.”

Karoub blistered Arab Amerlcans for fallure to
contribute money to their causes, adding, “ respect
the way they {(Jews) have worked within the sys-
tem.” .. .

'‘Wo seek ane voice that will speak in both partics,’ said Jumana Judeh, chelrman of the Arab American Demo-~

Survey reveals liberal
streak on some issues

“Arab Amerjeans, although mostly
Republlcans, are somewhat llberal In
thelr political makeup,” says Dr,
James Zoghy of the Arab Amerlcan
Institute.

A March 1985 survey at a Washing-
«ton, D.C., conference showed 52 per-
cent consider themselves Republl-
cans, 25 percent Democrats and 23
percent independent.

Nine percent wanied to increasc
the defense budget {consldered con-
servatlve) while 72 percent disagreed.
Some 72 to B8 percent favored In-
creasing such domestle programs as
encouraglng small business and ald-
Ing students (considered liberal).

ON CANDIDATES, 70 pereent pre-
ferred, Democrat Jesse Jackson, &
black minister, for president, and 60
percent actually voted for Republica
Ronald Reagan when Jackson failed
ta get his party's nod.

A mere 15 percent voted for Demo-
cratle nominee Walter Mondale, who
angered the bloc early In his cam-
paign by rejecting donatlons from
Arab Amerlcans.

Those attending ml‘ weckend's

n
listel themsclves as 27 pecent Demo-
crats, 26 peecent Republicans and 47

.~ percent independents.

SYEVE FECHT/staf pholographer

Among gubernatortal candidates, j!'
. aiccording to Incomplete results, In- | -

cumbent Democrat James Blanchard

and Republlean Willlam Lucas, the | 'F
Wayne County exccutive, were Ina [

virtual tie.

“AN ARAB American politleal
agenda" Includes morc than modify-
ing the pro-Israel bent of U.S. foreign
policy. Those attending the Southfleld
conference were polled and sald they
wanted these ftems in the agenda
(ranked in order):

1} “The development of a strong
presence In the Republican and Dem-
ocratic partles. Co

2) “The creation of an Arab Ameri-
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can commission or post in the State | i

House to sce that Arab Americans
tecelve thelr fair share of govern-
ment appolntments, .

3) “Establishment of an alfirma-
tlve action program for Arab Ameri-
cans which would regulre atate agen-
cics and departments, and state Insti-
tutlons of higher cducatlon, to give
Arab Amerlcans preferentinl treat
ment In hiring in order to overcome
the effects of past discriminatlon.

4) "The development of speclal 8o
cial services aimed at the thousands
of new Arab immigrants’ arriviog
cach year Inthe slg\lc.:'

short takeé

if yon recently opened a shop, captured an
" o @

Farmington Hills assistant loan offlcer In jts East-
ern It Regional Banking Divislon.

ateard, curned @ pre ari

new renture or project — and there's a Farm-
ington-area business angle — we'd like to hear
Sromt yo so we can share your news item with
other Farmington Observer readers. Send
it v to: Short takes, Farmington Observer,
Grand River, Farmington 48024,

@ CHANGING HATS

Randall Ellivtt of Farmington was named direc-
tor of planning and marketing at the Rehabllitatlon
Institute In the Detrolt Medical Center.

Elliott came to THE Rchabllitation Institute
from Radius Inc., now a henlth care subsidiary of
the Detrait Mcdleal Center.

The 175-bed Rehahllitation fnstitute Is the larg-
est rehabilitatlon hospital in the Midwest.

@ PR FIRM CHOSEN
Birmingham-based Eric Yale Lutz & Assoclates,
a real estate and Investment company, has chosen
il & A F: n Hills as Its

public relations agency.

Founded in 1976, Erle Yale Lutz & Associates is
one of Michigan's largest development and real es.
tate investment businesses. Acquisltion In 1985 ex-
ceeded $70 milllon.

® NAMED VP

A 20-year employee of the R.L. Polk & Co. was
named vice president and assistant general mana-
ger for the Motor Statlstleal Divlston.

Mack Summiers will be responsible for the Moter
Statistical Division’s salcs and productlon, as well
as assisting in the management of the dlvision's
day-to-day activitics.

The Farmington Hills resident jolned Polk 1
1966 as & tralnee In C I, Ohlo,
fle became manager of market analysls that same
year, In 1969, he transferred to Polk’s Detroit sales
office as an account executlve.

Summers moved te Carson, Calif,, in 1977 to es-
tablish 2 Motor Statistical Division branch office
there, He served as West Coast sales manager untfl
his recent promotlon.

® SHE'S PROMOTED

Farmington Hills-based Grace & Wild Studlos ap-
polnted Genle Blzaoul Lo the newly created position
of account representative. .

The Farmington Hills resident will be responsi-
ble for servicing the production and post production
needs of Grace & Wild's corperate and industrial
clicots,

Before ker appolntment, Blzaoul was an elee-
(ronic graphlcs techniclan with Grace & Wild, oper-
ating the-Vidifont character generator system for
cllent projects. ‘ .

She previously was responsible for the startup,
staff .tralnlng and operation of the Vidifont and
compositor graphles systems at Producer’s Color
Service in Southticld. . .

® MOVING UP
Natlonal Bank of Detrolt uppointed Celin Dale of

s

® NAMED SALES REP

Gregory Mamasslan jolned Bamal Fastener
Corp. of Farmington Hills as sales representative,
servicing the Metro Detralt automotive and indus-
tria) markets.

The Bleomileld Hills resldent was previously em-
ployed by TRW Acrospace of Los Angetes and TRW
Steering and Suspension Dlvision of Sterling
Heights,

Bamal Fastener, with branch service centers in
Dayton and Lima, Ohio, Is a {ull-line fastener dis-
tributor.

® NEW IN TOWN

A natlonal franchiser of onc-hour film developing
has opencd a new stare in the Downtown Farming:
ton Center,

Moto Photo of Dayton, Ohio, opened its 186th
store Feb. 3 at 23346 Farmington, said Michael
Adler, president. The owner of the Farmington
store is Richard Rafalko.

One-hour photo processing Ls done on computer-
ized cquipment that develops and prints 110, 126,
135 and disc color fiim. The negatives are devel-
oped In 23 minutes, without a darkroom. A technl-
clan makes color correctlons on each negative with
a computerlzed printer. First-class processing and
printing takes less (han an hour.

Other Moto Photos in scutheast Michigan are at
Falrlane Town Center, Dearborn, and Universal
Mal), Warren, A store Is cxpected to open In March
in Westland Mall, N

The Farmington store] ls-cquipped to provide
same-day cnlargements, ' portrait studlo with
proofs in one hour, Instant passport photos and a
24-hovr dropbox.

The store also offers a child Identiflcation pro- .

gram. Chlldren wlil be photographed and finger-
‘pelnted for parental record. Parents will recelve a
pamphlet to review safety tips with their children.

® MARKETING OFFICER

Natlonal Bank of Detroit appointed D. Jane
Havenstrite of Farmington Hills marketing officer
in Its Marketing Services Division.

Havensirite is responsible for marketing and
product management for NBD's outstate affillate
banks. . .

® SHIFTINGJOBS X
«  John Van Wagoner was promoted to the position
of assistant account exccutlve at Ross Roy Inc,
.. The Farminglon Hills cesident works on the
Chrysler/Plymouth account, .
He began his advertising career in the Ross Roy
management training program.

o JomnsFAM .
Lynn Kirk has joined Ross Roy, Inc. as account

supervisor for the Florlsu: Transworld Deltvery R

(FTD)account, ,

The Farminglon Hills resldent will be responsi-
ble for the account’s advertising campalgns.
. L At -

Farah belted slacks, Value Plus 79.99

RESISTS
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STAINS WITH
TREVIRA"

POLYESTER

arah belied
slacks of ¥0% polyester give
" you a great (it without 8 lot o
hassles. They'te maching
washabla and wrinkla and stain
resistant, too. And they're 3 low
Valoo Plus 19.99. Avaifabl in
brown, navy, black, grey and
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Valoe Plus is yous assurance |
of ovaryday fow prices, good | -
quality, good styiing, and our
commitment 10 have plenty of
theso much-in-demang ftems on
hand, Only when an item bas
mat el of these stindards do
we eward it the Volue Plus title-
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