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~ GOP rally
Candidates court 2,000,
take blasts at Blanchard

By Teri Banas
staff wrltor

The leader of Michigan Republicans,
Spencer Abraham, opencd last: week-
cnd's ally in Kak: by

that she could make a bid in the race, §
finances looked promlsing.

Pethaps the most polgnant of obser-
vations came from insurance cxecutive
Richard Headlee of Farmington Hills,

announcing, *It's up to us to keep the
heat on Jim Blanchard.”

The GOP gathering did just that.
More than 2,000 aitendces heard
blistering personal attacks on the Dem-
ocratle governor, name calling, and
public pollcy erlticlsms. But the prima-
ry purpose was to cnlie the party faith-
ful for the state clections this year and
logr e natlonal political campaigns in
1988.

To that end, the four declared GOP
candldates for governor signed o unily
pact to steer clear of attacks on one
another, and district chajrmen worked
toward grass roots constructlon,

EVEN S0, commltments soon were
becoming widely discussed from 10 of
the state's 18 congressional district
chalrmen who pledged te back one can-
didate — Wayne County Executive Wil-
linm Lucas.

Lucas received the loudest and long-

P nominee four

years ago when Blanchard bounced

Into the governor's seat.

Headlee made no public supportive
gostures to any of the candidates,
though he helped convince Lucas to
leave the Democratie Party, he used
Chrysler’s moncy-raising services, and
he counts Murphy as a personal {riend.
Headlee said so much can change In the
next few months.  *

*“The Lucas peaple say they have 10
out of the 18 chalrmen, but then they
{party chairman) don't always repre-
sent the averall Impressicns of the dis-
trict," said Headlee, who were lapel
buttons for Lucas, Murphy and
Chrysler In a neat row. “I'm a living'
example of that.

“Back in 1982 they had me in third
pace, bul T was in first place by Aug.
wust. So, a Jot can happen by then.”

HERE'S how local congressional dls-‘

triet part, and

est appl; {rom the

e started his organlzing more than a
year ago as he traveled across the state
to visit cach of the B3 countles, switch-
ing polltical parties only in May.

In contrast, Lucas' counterpart in
Oaktand County, 40-year Republican
veteran Danicl Murphy, announced hls
candidacy for gavernor only last week,
getting a later start on the hoopla, but
promlsing to increasce hls name recog-
nition. .

RICHARD CHRYSLER, a Brighton
auto Industrialist, launched a race tast
month that was immedlately infused
by a take-notice $326,000 television ad-
vertising campalgn.

He soon began picking up supporters

among those enamored with the ads’
storytelling of the rags-lo-riches, janl-
tor-turned-milllonajre. Many conven:
tioneers said they found his lack of gov-
ernment experience appeallng, and felt
It was time a businessman ran things.
* Then came John Lauve, the protest
candldate and self-dubbed “taxfighter,”
who arrlved from Grosse Polnte with
homemade signs and last-minute scat-
.ing arrangements.

1IN THE MIDST of it ail, the possibil-
Aty of a {lfth GOP candidate emerged
138 state Rep. Colicen House Engler of
:.l.u. Pleasant began spreading the word

24
vlew the GOP candidates’ strengths in
their areas.

@ 17th District — Constance Riche
ards, a Royal Oak delegale, said there's
strong Murphy sentiment In the dis-
triet, most of which is In Oakland coun-
ty, But she was immediately interrupt-
ed by a fellow delegate from Lathrup
Village wearlng a Chryster campalgn
cap who asked, “Do you see what I'm
wearing?"

The 17th District includes Southfleld,
Lathrup Viltage, Pleasant Ridge, Red-
ford Township to Inkster.

“It's true Lhat In the Oakland County
segment of the 17th Distriet, there’s
support for Dan Murphy,” Richards
sajd. "‘But sooner or later, one wlll step
out completely, But that hasn't hap-
pened yet. They haven't been clearly
deflned in people’s vision.”

® 18ih District — Chalrman Alan A,
May sald Murphy’s forces are “well
ahcad,” though a tight group of Lucas
supparters exists, A Murphy supporier,
May polnts to his vice chairwomap,
Emily Sutton of Bloom{icld Township,
as supporting Lucas, The 18th Distrlct
includes the communitles of Birmlng-

.ham, Bloomfleld Hills, Bloomfleld
‘Township, Farmington, Farmington
Hills, Rochester, parts of Troy and
West Bloomtleld Township.
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Politics has

The weckend gathering of Michigan GOP support-
ers In Kalamazoo, produced any number of lighter
moments. Here's a few: i

DAKLAND COUNTY'S prosecutor L. Drooks
Patterson perhaps s best known around Nilchigan

I . g
The prosecutor said Wayne County Executive Wil-
liam Lucas’ widely publicized trips to outstate Mich-
igan- last year inspired the county commission lo

send him a postcard reading: “Wish you were here”
Patterson, who said he likes the opp ity to

hter mo

The GOP candidates

for gavernor were

much in evidence at

a weekend rally In

Kalamazoo: Wayne

s . County Executive

. William Lucas shakes
hands with hton
businessman Richard
Chrysler, Oakland
County - Executive
Den Murphy and wife -
Carolyn. present &
united front. Detrolt
englineer John Lauve

and hlas plattorm.

. ACTUAL
BlANcHARD SPENDING

-

Many had trouble getting lo Dan Murphy's hospl-
tality party. It was located In several sultes on the
Hllton's slxth floor and a bottleneck at the firat-floor

elevator slowed upward-bound traffie. This caused
bl by those stuck on the first floor.

divert from his “stern prosecutor image,” sald of

for his drive to place a death penalty proposition on
the state ballot.

But his remarks at last weekend's conventlon
rvelnforced his jokester image, which has gotten him
into some hot water in the past.

At an openitig banquet, Pattersen had these barbs
1o sling: Patterson sald Oakland County Executive
Dan Murphy's campalgn style was like that of his
late uncle — “three days after he dicd.”

He compared protest candldate John Lauve to the
“Iast ctephant In a parade. Hindsight is barely in-
spiring.”

D Gov. James “He Just doesn’t

1ock right up there, He reminds me of the guy who

\}III‘L‘H(K up to vislt the Capitol and got scparated from
s tour.” *

DICK CHRYSLER showed organizatlonal ability
and a bankroll. Chrysler sct up his party camp in
one of the finest locations at the Hilton conventlon
site and served not Just hors d'cauvres and liguor
but hand-scooped ico cream in multiple flavors.

The convention-goers enjoyed a simpler menu of |

beer and popeorn at Lucas’ party site,
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...your lighting specialist

some gr
Among those stuck was Murphy.

JOBN LAUVE who barely got included in the con-
yention actlvities after his Just
four days carlier, moved right up to the front tablo
at Friday’s banquet. Just 50 everyone knew who he
was, he brought with him the world's largest dlnner
card — ter board with his name on it, which b
placed right in front of himselt, "
Ronoa Romney {ntroduced former UN Ambassa-
dor Jean Kirkpatrick and quoted an unknown source
as saying, I brains were sexy, Jeanne Kirkpatrick
would be the Sophia Loren of politles.” She added,
*No one ever says that about me.”
Ci wlves got some public exposure, Eve-

lyn Lucas had some

grassroots support among thosa
sporting “Evelyn Lucas for First Lady” buttons.

Statt
Carolyn Murphy addressed the gathering oa Sat-
photos urday from Mlli:x-y Audltorium on the Western Miche
by jgan Unlversity campus by saying, “Let me tell you
Dan. about Dan-the man, or Dan, my man.” Seéming to
Doan enjoy the moment, she told how thoy meton a tennis

court 45 years ago. )
— Teri Banas
A
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