Mighty math

Prof encourages mathematics careers

Even students who excel at math In their high
school and early college years seldom deelde to ma-
Jjor in mathemailes,

*They think there aren't any jobs for math majors
— other than becoming math teachers,” sald Wayne
State Universlty Mathematles Department chair-
man Clarence W. Wilkerson,

“That’s simply not true."

Students belleve math Is a tool used by engincers,
physleists, computer sclentists and other profession-
ails, but nat a professlon In liself.

Wilkerson of Southfleld hopes to attack that myth.
He has facts about the need for mathematies majors
in industry and business as well as edueatlon,

“Math is not seen as a separate fleld," he said.
“We don't have the recognitlon factor at the high
school level that other disciplines have.

"STUDENTS DON'T reallze that math Is still on-
apd still happening. It's alive and well,"”
Every semester, 3,500 to 4,000 undergraduate stu-
dents at Wayne take ‘math courses as part of the
requlrements for other majors, However, Wilkerson
satid, only 30 students a year will take math courses
toward a bachelar’s degree In mathematlcs,

Currently, the math department has about 20
praduate students studying at the master's degree
tevel and ahout 30 at the doctoral level.

Wilkerson feels that number would Increase sub-
stantiaily if more students were aware of the oppor-

’ tunlties avallable to them through mathematles.

“A mathematiclan Is a problem selver,” Wilker
son sald. "In an setiing, a
makes up his or her own problems to solve.

“In an or busincss
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BECAUSE MATII s used in 50 may professions,
mathematlcians casily adapt to nearly every field,
Wiikerson said,

“A mathematlelan Is a resource person for other
people in the p
as being 2 general problem solver who can abstract

out the important components of a sltuatlon and see

what is really nccessary to solve a problem.”

Math majors can find jobs In flelds as dlverse as
physles, medicine, geology and government.

According to a November 1984 artlcle in Scientif-
le American, the average starting salary for gradu-
ates holding bachelor's degrees In mathematics was
$23,400. That represents an 8.4 percent increase
over the previous year.

The average offer for master's candldales was
323164. a 12.9 percent Increase from the 1962-83
Ievel.

“The centra) and pervasive role of mathematics
In the age of technology should help prevent the
booni-or-bust employment phenomena that occa-
slonally affect more speclallzed areas of science
and engéneering,” the article sald,

Special courses available

‘The Continuum Center, a community service arm
of Oakland University which offers programs In ca-
recr and  prof \ 1 h
teaining, and persenal growth, is offering the follow-
ing educational opportunties:

JOB IIUNTING — A flve-sesslon tralning serles
for job hunters will be offered by The Continuum
Center 7-10 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning
March 6, in Holiday Inn of Southfield,

The schedule: Job Hunting Skills, Mar. 6; Writlng
Eficctive Resumes, Mar. 13; Planning the Job Cam-
paign, Mar. 13; Networklng, Mar. 18; Job Interview
Techniques, Mar. 20.

Particlpants may register for
workshaps at $25 cach or all five for $60.

Judy Hoppin, carcer speciallst on the Continuum
Center staff, wlll conduct the scries,

“We find one of the most slgnificant ways this
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State and county offl-
cials, alang with the
American Red Cross, are
gearing up for cxpeeted
flooding problems on the
Great Lakes,

The latest
ments:
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program works Is that It helps people avold the
common mistakes of unsuccessful job hunters. A
step-by-step approach llke this glves the. job secker
skills that bulld confldence and also outlines proven
technlques for making you stand out from the
crowd,"” she said.

PRESENTATIONS — An all-day workshop on
“How To Make Effective Presentations” will be of-
fvred 9 aan, to 4 p.m. Thursday, March 6, In the
Holiday Inn of Southfield by the Qakland Unlversity
Continuum Center.

Raberta “Jeff” Dalley, counsclor-trainer at the
Continuum Center, will lead the program.

“Speaking in {ront of a group Is al the top of most
Americans' list of {ears,” said Dalley. “Learning to
overcome fear and thinklng on your feet are skills
that can be learned and practiced.”

Workshop fec is $65. Reglster by calling OU at
370-3033.
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Blanchard and shoreline
arca leglslators an-

naunced three progrnrn;

10 help ani
individuals combat Great
Lakes shorellne erosion
and floading problems.
They are aimed at 17
countles.

The Red Cross said
anyone over the age of 14
who wishes to volunteer
time during the relicf op-
cratton should call 494-
2460. Three-hour tralning
sessions are being sched-
uled.

RED CROSS wlll pro-
vide shelter, food, cloth-
Ing and personal carc
items,

Licinsed nurses are
also being recrulted.
They should call 494-2875
to sign up. Those who
need it will be glven dis-
aster training.

Although Red Cross ald

Is a gift, the agency
hoped reclplents would
replace such health care
flems as prescriptions,
eyeglasses and dentures. -

State programs an-
nounced by Blanchard
are!

® a $2 million shore-
line community protec-
tion program to provide '
frants for damage-pre-
ventton cfforts to com-
munitles threatened by
the high waters of the
Great Lakes;

® a low-interest loan
program to chable home-
owners to clevate or,
{lood-proof thelr homes;

# anather, low-interest
loan program for home-
awners who lack adquate
adjacent property ‘to
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™o 75% OFF -

Comforters, pillows, featherbeds, linens, woo! pads,
robes and bootles, shams, accessories and MORE! -

ONLY at our Farmington Hills store.
Limited to stock on hand. 450 UNITS.
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The House gave 105-0 approval to a bill which
would protect a renter’s right to joln o tenants’
organizatfon.

The measure, House Bill 4695, now goes Lo the
Senate,

Berman, D-Southfield, Introduced it last year as
part of a flve-bill package.

Most of the bllls are stalled in the House Con-
sumers Commlttee.

Another key measure Berman hopes to keep ’

allve would require a landlord to glve tenants
longer notlce of an intended rent Increase,”

For example, if a tenant is required to glve a
landlord 3¢ days notice of Intent to move out, 3
landlord would be requlred to give 60 days notice
of an [ntended rent increase. Purpose is to allow
the tenant ample time to shop for other quarters.

A boom in Oakland Caunty, prompted by the lo-
catlon of many high-technology ilrms there, has
caused a shortage of rental property, Berman ar-
gued In hearings last year,

She sald some tenants have been kept from par-
ticlpating in tenants' organlztions by a fear their
landlords whl evict them. They slgned renta)
agreements apparently waiving thelr rights to joln
a tenants’ group,

The Berman bill would prohlbit such elauses. If
it becomes law, it would be an amendment to the
‘Truth in Renting Act,
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Reface It!

Come by our showroom and see
our cabinets on display, or
call us today for a free
in-home estimate!
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“Cabinet Retacing™ 15 Qualty FIATawoods
Royel Ok + 4837 N, Woodward « 3481101
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