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Arboretum receives liquor license extension
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GOne ol two Class C liguor-by-the-
glass licenses that Farmington Hills of-
ficials have held in reserve for two ma-
Jor office developments has been ex-

tended for another two years.

At the request of the developers —
Peter Burton, Ron Hughes and Robert
Katzman of the Arboretum Office Park
— the Farmington Hills City Council
agreed to hold the liquor license In re-
serve untll March 1988,

The license was first held in rescrve
for the developers In March 1984 in an.
ticipation that a restaurant would be In
operation in the office park within two
years — by March 1986, sald City Clerk

on the agenda

Farmlogton Clty Councl!
: Councll Chambers
* 23600 Liberty, Farmington
4 p.ns., Monday, March 3

Council will hear correspondence
fram residents of the Wynset Condo-
miplums on Farmington Road down-
1own regarding opposliion to a possible
1nn 10 be located In the downtown area,
as proposed recenily by city consult
. The council will also consider a
sign variance request, resolutlens re-
ganllng tax colleetlons, and hear corre-
spopdence from the Farminglon Area
Jaycees on the annual Easter Egg
Huat, March 22,

The counci! is also slated to appoint
a hew amember to the Appraiser's
Board of Review, to rcp]acc Joan
Sundt, who has resigned her

The councit will also considcra posi-

tlon against projosed and current fed-
cral budget cuts and purchase of a tele-
vislon system for Inspection of the
city's sewer system,

The Farmington Department of Pub-
lic Safety’s anncal report will also be
submitied 10 council.

Farmington Board of Education
Eagle Elementary School
14 Mlle at Middicheh,
W. Bloamfleld Township
A p.m., Teesday, March 4

The board's policy committce will
mweet at 7 pan. at Eagle prior to the
regular school board meeting.

Bids for the Shiawassce School roof
and cquipment will be opened at the
meeting, an elementary curriculum
study report will be presented, and sev-
eral gifts Lo the district accepied.
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JoAn Reynolds. Council at that time
ngreed that if the license was not Ln use
by a restaurant In the offlce pork by
March 13, 1986, the license would be
reconsidered.

“We have been, as you can tell, forg-
Ing ahead on our Arboretum,” sald de-
veloper Burton. “We have been unable
to get a slgnature on the dotted line for
a restaurant. We are still as much as
ever In need of a restaurant at the fa-
cility.”

Phased constructlon on the planncd
slx three-story butldings on 50 acres
along 12 Mite, between Drake and
Farmington roads, began in fall 1984.
The first bullding has been completed
and is occupicd. A permit has been is-
sued and footings Installed for phasc
iwo. The proposed restaurant, howey-
er, is supposed to be connected by
walkways to phases one and three, Bur-
ton said.

“IT'S NOT essential for (phase) three
to be built before the restaurant goes
In," Burton said,

But developers have had difficulty In
attracting a restaurant to the stlil in-
cumplete park because currently the

only trade available Is from the occu-
pied offices. It's possible that a deal
covld be reached with a r

at its limit, Reynolds said.
“We cannot tgnore the tucl !hul this

before the completlon of phase twe,
Burton said.

Despite councll’s decislon to grant an
extension on the license, councll ques-
tloned Burton and the project's prog-
ress In light of the fact that the clty
also has a second license in reserve for
the planned Brookficld offlce center on
Norihwestern llighway at 13 Mile.

Because consiruction has not yet
been completed on Brookfleld, clty of-
Hclals expect the proposcd project’s
developers, Etkin Equities, to follow
Burton's suit and reguest a license ex-
tension,

“As you well know, liquor licenses
are probably more valuable than dla-
monds in this communlty,” sald Coun-
cilwoman Jody Soronen, afier asking
Burton how long an extenslon was
needed to accommeodate development
of a restaurant.

FARMINGTON HILLS' quota {bascd
on population) for Class C liquor Ji-
censes is 39. With the two in reserve for
Brookfield and Arboretum, the city is
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which is Etkin's, are vory large devel-
opments In the city, Things are not as
bad in getting liquor licenses as they
used 1o be. Now everybody gets a re-
sort license,” sald Mayor Joc Alkatecb,

Responding to questlons on how tong
the city should reserve the license, Bur-
ton told council that even if developers
had a commitment from a restaura-
teur, it would be another 10-12 months
before construction was complete. It
would be “reasonable to expect” a
commitment {rom a restaurateur with.
In 18 months, he added.

"As you know, this Arboretum, in
many ways, has been an uphlll fighy,"
Burton said, referring to the carlier
cconomle slump in Michigan and a
“glut of {offlce) property" in the arca.

But Burton assured council that the
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first Arboretum butlding “is filling up
at a reasonable pace. 1 am not burning
up any sales records there.”

WHEN QUESTIONED whether the
possibllity that the planned 12 Mile
Road widening might not occur would
have an effect on the Arboretum’s fu-
ture, Burton brushed the concern aslde.
He added that there Is a possibllity that
a portlon — at least from the Arbore-
tum property to Farmington Road —
of the thoroughfare might be widened
with private money {as opposed ta tax
revenues).

“1 would say there Is a good chance
the road could be widened on prlvate
{money)."” Burton said.

When  council  questioned  Burton
about his comments, he added that he
couldn't fully discuss the Issuc and that
he wasn't saying Arboretum developers
would cnmplue the widcnlng. .
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