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Rockets heist title
from Hawks, 60-59

By Chris McCosky
stald writer

Farmington Harrison basketball

voach Mike Teachman, as he so ofien
does, summarized Friday night's West-
ern Lakes championship game with
Westland John Glean in one precise
sentence:

s1 @ gread high school bas.

med into the Harrison
night 10 see Glenn's

breathtaking 60-59 victery could do
nothing but agree.

The game had it all: non-stop. end-to-
end action, circus shuts, blocked shots
{more un that later), errant shots {ajr
balls on free throws) and clutch shols,
The

eroes came in two forms, expect-
and unexpecied

Not even a plethora of referees'
whistles could ruin this game — al.
though it appeared for a while like both
starting lincups would be benched with
ioul problems. No, sir. This game had
drama (32 minutes worth) and, of
course, irony.

LET'S BEGIN with the irony. The
Western Lakes football championship
matched Glenn and Harrison, Glenn
won. The difference in *he game was
Tony Beles. The basketball titte, Glonn
vs Harrison, the margin of victory
again provided by Glenn's Tony Boles.

Instead of with touchdowns. Boles
won the baskethall game with a line-
drive free throw with 19 seconds left.
His second attempt hit nothing but alr
— nathing, no rim, ne net, ne back-
board.

The shot gave Glenn the 60-59 advan-
tage it wnuld take into the post-game
celebration, but nol before some vnex-
pected heroies from Jerey Dicte-Spif.

. The spindly 6-6 post player, a starter

North wins a charity case

This is not supposed to happen 10 the
home team,

North  Farminglon. the vlsitors,
made 27 of its 36 frec throw chances

. Friday night. Plymouth Canton, the
home 1eam, made six of 13.

Nerth Farmington, naturally, won
the basketball game 61-52.

The Chiefs did not get a free throw
oppertunity until late in the third quar-
1er.

Ironically, Jt was that third quarter
that spelled the Chlefs' doom. They
were outscored 14-5 by the Ralders —

7 .
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basketball

all season, was benched prior to this
game. But when called upon. he played
his best game of the year.

“Purely coaching strategy.” said a
Tockets coach Gordie Davis. Right.

Dicte-Spift solidified Glenn's inside
defense. With the last 10 seconds tick-
ing away, Harrison werked the ball in-
side to Will Lund. Lund, who scored six
polnts in the final quarter, made a
move and went up for the potential
Rame-winning shot.

DIETE-SPIFF timed his teap per-
fectly, put his big hand on Lund’s shot
in tntdair and calmily tipped the ball ta
teammate Steve Hawley -~ ballgame.

“Basically, the key 1o this game was
that we played good overall defense,”
Davis sald. “We tried to keep them to
one shot. We had some breakdowns
there, but overall we did a good job.
And, we didn't let Ken George hurt us
too much.”

Teachman. mere or less, agreed:
“The diffcrence between this game and
the game earlier when we won was
their Inside defense. We controlled the
glass against them last time. That
didn't happen tonight.

“And another thing, you can’t expeet
to come back so many times against a
good team like that and expeet to win

The Rockets have been known te
blow leads. They let loosc of an eight-
point lead in the final cight minutes of
their first mecting with Harrison,

“We Just can't stand prosperity,”
laughed Davis. "\Ve ltke to make things
exciting.”

the eventual margin of victory.

Rick Anderson led North (12-8) with
23 points. He was 15 of 16 from the
line. Mike Rudin kad his best offenslve
outing of the year tossing in 18 points.
Chuck Howard added 14,

Joel Mies led the Chiefs with 21
polnts. Dan Olszewski added eight,

Canton falls to 10-19 on the season.

CHURCHILL 58, FARMINGTON §§:
Livonta Churchlll bullt up a nine-point
icad in the fina) quarter Friday night,
but missed free throws allowed visiting

RANDY BORST/s1aH photographer

score.

to a third-place tin-

Tan pi (¢
ish in the WLAA league meet Thursday with a 35,55 all-around

GLENN SCORED the first eight
points of the second half and built an
11-point Jead. The Hawks, behind a stir-
ring nine-point outburst by Billy Otte,
were within a point, 45-44, when the
third Quarter ended.

With 4:16 left in the game, Glenn's
Greg Bates {who scored all ninc of his
points in the second half) converted a
layup and a free throw for a three-
point play to give his team a 56-50 lead.

Insurmountable? No way.

Lund. Scott Bisscll and George
scored in between a Boles hoop to
make it 58-56 with 2:30 left.

Rod Sarcevich made two steals and
hit & free throw 1o pult the Hawks with-
in one, 5B-57, with 1:18 left, He forced
another turnover, which led to Ken
George's Jayup with 36 seconds left —
Harrison 59, Glenn 58.

Hawley hit one of two free throws
with 25 seconds left to tie the game.
Otto missed the {ront end of a one-and-
one npportunity with 20 seconds left
and Boles was fouled immediately. You
know the rest.

ON TIE NIGHT, Hawley managed
to lead Glenn despite constant pressure
from the Hawks' defense. He scored 17.
Andy Grazulis, one of three Rockets
plagued by foul trouble, scared 12,
Bates added nine and Dicte-Spiff seven.

Lund’s 19 poimts ted Harrison, 15 In
the second half. He was also Harrison's
top rebounder. Otto scored 17, 11 in the
second half, also, George, never al-
lowed to dominate the game, managed
to sncak 12 polnts past the Rockets' de-
fense.

“It hurts to come thls far and lose by
a point,” sald Teachman, “But we lost
10 classy outfit,”

Glenn, the Western Lakes champlon,
ts 15-5 on the season, Harrison, the de-
posed Western Lakes champ, Is 17-3.

Farmington back into contention.

The Chargers missed the front ends
of four onc-and-one free throw tries in
the final three minutes.

The three-point margin at the end
was as close as Farmington got.

Ken Gendjar scored 19 points to led
Churchill, 11 in the final quarter, Mick-
ey Katschor added 15 and Brad Wylle
10,

Bruce Kratt scored 20 for the Fal-
cons. Steve Howell added nine, Kyle

Pleaso turn to Page 2

By Chris McCosky
staff writer

You can expect the Western Lakes Activitles
Assuciation gymnasties meet to remaln housed at
North Farmington for a while,

Sce, for another team to host the league tour-
nament, It has to win the tournament the previe
ous year. That is proving to be most difficult.

North Farminglon, facing serious challenges
from Plymouth Salem, Farmlington Harrlson and
Westland John Glenn, won kts ninth straight
league champlonshlp Thursday night.

Good teams, when pushed, get bcl(v{; North

Billy Otto (No. 22) knifee through the John Glenn
defense Friday night, His 17-paint effort didn't

all-around.

Eilcen Murtaugh, North Farmington senior,
was the meet’s top scorer, Her 35,85 all-around
scure nlpped Harrlson's Tana Burningham
(54.55), Murtaugh scored 8.90 on vault, 8.75 on
uneven bars, 9.05 on balance beam and 9,15 on
Hoer exercise,

Burnlngham, a sophomore, scored 9.05 on
vault, 8.45 on bars, 8.80 on beam and a 9,25 on
floor,

The Raiders placed three performers in the top
five all-around, Kara Karhu was third {34,85),
scoring 9.10 on vault, 8.10 on bars, 8.75 on beam
and 8.90 on floor. She 1it up the crowd with a

Farmington r to Thursday's
by amassing a schoel-record 138.75 points. {See
statistical summary.)

“The girls really got pumped up,” sald North
coach Mary Glitz. “They wanted to win this mect
badly. You know, when there are two other teams
with the possbllity of beating you, you tend to get
fired up.”

North dida’t have too many polnts to spare,
however, thanks to a heroic performance by Sa-
lem.

THE ROCKS learned Wednesday night that
their No. 2 all-arounder, Jackic Huff, would not
be able to compete because of a broken foot. But,
behind the strength of Beth Rafall and Becky Tal-
bot, the Rocks scored an impressive 130,45 to fin-
ish in second place. i

“The last time Jackle got hurt {earller this sea-
son), the girls got all bummed out and we got
down,” sald Salem coach Kathl Kinsella, “But
nothing could keep them down this time. I'm real
proud of them.”

Hulf was not the only all-arounder -missing
from the meet. Harrison's Jody Salomon was out
with a back injury, Canton's Darcy Gignac was
out with a broken hand and Farmington’s Jackie
Daty, hampered by a foot infury, competed in just
two events.

“We felt real bad for those teams,” sald Glitz,
whose Ralders competed with all-arounder Lisa
Brundle at less than half-strength, “You like to

had Jackie, I'm sure the score would have been
closer.” N

DON'T GET the Idca that the meet was devold
of talent. Six scores of 9.0 or better were reached
and slx diffcrent competitors scored at icast 34.0

compete agalnst them at full strength. If Salem =

snappy T on her vault.

North's Luclne Toroyan (led for fifth all-
around with Glenn's Debbie Tomasko, 34.05. To-
royan scored 8.30 on vault, B.65 on bars, 8.55 on
beam and 8.55 on floor,

Glenn's Tomasko, making her first appearance
In a Western Lakes league meet, scored 9.25 on
vault (another stunnlng Tsukahara), 8,15 on bars,
8.40 on beam and 8.25 on Moor. Angle Temelko
placed elghth all-around with a 32.60. Glenn
placed fourth in the meet with 126 polnts.

FOR SALEM, Rafail placed fourth all-around
(34.45) and Talbot seventh (33.20). Rafall scored
8.85 on vault, 7.95 on bars, B.75 on beam and 8.90
Hoor. Talbot hit an 8.20 on vault, 8.30°cn bars,
7.90 on beam and 8.80 on fleor.

Salem also got key Indlvidual efforis from
Sharon Moran (clghth on beam, 8.25), Debble
Popp (10th on beam (8,10) and Dana Holda {clghth
on bars, 8.0 and seventh on vault, 8,30),

For third place Harrison, Tracey Solomon
placed ninth {31.85), scoring 8.40 on vault, 7.55 on
bars, 7.70 on beam and 8,20 on floor. Jamie Lyons
:\;;%cc; out with an 11th-place all-around finlsh

.65),

“I'm happy wllr our effart,” sald Harrison
coach Linda Perklns. “North fs just a quality
team and'Salem did an outstanding job. You look
at the top 10 all-arounders: North had three kids
and we had two. Thal's the difference right
there” . .

By virtue of lIts perfect dual meet season,
North Farmlington also won the Western Lakes
Lakes Division title. Harrlson was crowned
champs of the Western Divislon,

Next up for most area gymnasts, the state re-
glonal mect this Saturday, N
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prevent Glenn from walking away with the West.
ern Lakes basketball champlonship.

Raiders rock to 9th gym title

WESTERN LAKED
GYMNASTICS MEET
Thursdsy a1 N, Farmington
TEAM REBULTE: 1. North Farminglon, 136.78 poknis; 2. Piym-
outh Evlem, 133.45; 3. Farmington Hasrtaon, 120.45; 4, Weatiand
th Canton. 121.06; 8. Nosthaw,

John 1 Pymot g
114.05; 7, Waliod Lake Westem, 193.75; 8, Farmington. 107.50; 9.
Wated Lahe Contral, 69.50. N

VAULT: 1. Debble Tomasko (Qlemn}, 9.25; 2. Kasm Kartw (M.
Farm), 8.1 3. Tana Burningham + 8. M
faugh [N. Femn), 8.00; 5. Beth Ratad (Galem), 8.85; 6. Tracey
Bolomoan (Harrison) , 8.40: 7. (tle) Lixcing Toroyan (N. Fam) and

Hoida (Salem), B.30; 9. Backy Tamol' (Salem), 8.20; 10.
Suu Laty (Salem), 8.15. A

BARS: 1. Eoons Murlaugh {N, Farm), B.75; 2. Lucine
Toroyan {N. Fasrm), 8.85; 3, Taa (Hartison}, 8.45;
4, Tamoko (Glonn), B.40; 5. Backy Taibot (Gatem), 8.30;
6. Debble Tomasho (Glean) . B.35: 7, Kera Keshu (& Farm), 8.1
8. Dina Holda (Selem), 8.00; §. (ts) Beth Ralal {Sslem) and
Martyn Dunes {N. Farm), 7.95. .

BALARCE BEAM; 1. Edeen Murteugh (N, Farm), 9,08; 2. Tana.
Bumingham (Harrion), 8.60; 3. () Kara Kerdws (M. Farm) end
Both Rated (elom}, B.75; B. (tie} Lucine Toroyan (N, Farm} and
Wendy Romer (W, Westem), &56;. 7. Debble Tomasko
{Glenn), 8.40; 8. {Us} Jamia Lyons (Harrieon) and Eharon Moran
{Canton) , 8.10; 10. Debbio Popps {Saiem}, 610,

FLOOR EXERCISE: 1. Tana Bumingham (Hamieon), 9.25: 2.
Ellosn Murty M. Fi ) 995 3, (tie) Kars Kaw (K.
Farm) and Beth Ratal (Sajem), 8.9¢; albot
8.80; B, Angle Temelko, (Qkan), B8S; 7.

Farm);- 8. Debbie Tomasko (Qlenn), 8.25; 9. Trsowy Soloman
(mum)‘m|9.u.m(n,ww.&o&, Ty,

ALL-ARGUND: 1, EBesn




