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If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with a Farmington arca
conncction, send a note to our
downtown office at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

NEWS and views about the
year ahead will be spottighted
durlng the annual State of Cities
Breakfast at 8 a.m. Thursday,
Mareh 27,

The breakfast will be held at
Alexander Hamllton Life
Insurance Co., 33045 Hamllton
Blvd., Farmington Hills.

Leaders of both Farmington
and Farmingten Hills will speak,

Call the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Chamber of
Commerce by March 26 for
reservations: 474-3440.

IF YOU sce shomrocks
adorning the walls of your
favorite local bar, pub or
restzurant, there's a good chance
they were bought through the
Farmington Arca Jaycees
Shamrock Sellathon.

Proceeds from the sale of
shamrocks for $1 go to the
Muscular Dystrophy Assoclation.

“To help promote shamrock
sates, call the Jayeee Hotllne:
477-JCCS.

NO more travellng.
Farmington schoel board
members wlll no longer rotate
thelr meeilngs at various schools
throughout the district, as has
been the policy for the past 15

years.

The board voted Tuesday to
hold their meetings at the Lewls
Schulman Admlnistrative
Center, 32500 Shiawassee,
Farmington, unless the need
arlses to have one clsewhere.

Trustees ciled additiopal
heallng costs, extra work for
school custodial stalfs, and
Inaccessibllity to administrative
records at the central offlce as
reasons for no tonger rotating
meetings.

FARMINGTON scheol
board members also were In
agreement Tuesday on another
matler.

They approved a consent
agenda for future board
mectings.

The new agenda ftem will
[group several toples — such as
personnel, bid approvals and glit
acecptances — at each meellng,
requiring only one board
resolution vote.

‘The board presldent and
superintendent will declde which
{tems will be placed on the
consent agenda, and which ltcms
wiil require further d
and an indlvidual resolution votc.

STATE Sen. Jack Faxon, D-
Farmington Hills, was among the
lawmakers who look  part in
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Theater
survives
changing
lifestyle

By Casey Hans
statt writer

Movie stars surtounded E. Grego-
ry Hohler during his chlldhood
years,

He spent much of his boyhood at
Farmington's Civlc Theatre — eie
ther operated or owned by his fami-
ly throughout lts 45-year history.
“I've been worklng here since I was
two Inches high," the current com-
munity theater owner safd.,

Gone are the days of the carbon
lamphouse projectors and the
“Chrlstmas wrapplng-type” of wall-
paper. “This used to be a 1920s
showplace — decorated with a lot of
fair,” Hohler explained.

It was replaced with computer.
ized projection equlpment and a
complete theater remodellng in No-
vember 19684 to create a “homey lit-

. tle environment” that's more up-to-
date, Hohler said.

Posters and a collection of color-
ful plates fram classic movles adorn
the lobby and halls of the historie

.. theater.

THE SMELL of popcom, the
crunch of empty candy boxes during
theater cleanup, and Friday and
Saturday crowds are not lingering
memorles for Hohler, They're a
very real part of a present-day busl-
ness he alwoys wanted to be In-
volved with,

‘This was always my Jove — lal-
ways wanted to run the theater,”
Hohler sald.
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By Bob Sklar
stafl wrltor

Harry Wingerter's hooked on down-

town,
. “Like bables, we're learning to walk,
But things will begin to happen now
that we have an organizatlon with
some meat to it,”" says Wingerter, pres-
ident of Farmington's newly formed
Downtown Development Authority and
a charter merchant In the 25-year-old
Downtown Farmington Center,

“We had some bad times when Fed-
eral's went out In the late '70s, but
things have Improved and I'm getting
more exclted each day,” the Bon Ton
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“This used to be a 18208 showplace — decorated with a fot of
{lale,” Farmington Civic Theatre owner E. Gregory Hohler says.

‘Things will begin to
happen now that we
have an organization
with some meat to it.’
— Marry Wingertor
DDA president

AT ITS organizational meeting
Wednesday, the ninemember DDA
elected Farmington Clvle owner E.
Gregory Hohler vice president and Cily
Manager Robert Deadman secretary,
Clty Treasurer Patsy Cantrell will

Other DDA members are Farming-

)s Chamber of
Commerce executive dlirector JoAnn

Shoppe owner sald. serve as DDA treasurer.
‘The intent of a DDA is to prevent de-
promote Erow! ton/F Hill
increase property values, bolslor lhe
base and mer-

“Cherry Sundac on W
actlvitics Feb, 19 at the State
Caplto), Lansing.

During the day, a Scnate
Concurrent Resolullon was
presented to cherry industry
leaders.

FOOTNOTES: Royal
Aldrich, a native of Farmington,
N.Y,, bullt the Aldrich House, a
two-story Greek Revival
farmhouse at the northeast
corner of 11 Mile and Orchard
Laké, about 1840, .

Aldrich’s father, Exek, bought
the 320-acre site {rom the US,
government in 1823. But Esek
never lived there, He “sold the

roperty to Royal, who settled
- here in 1839 reads the
. Farmiogton ' Hills Historical
gnamhslon marker in front of

e

“The houisa retains its original
clapboard siding, Interior .
woodwork, doors and hardware.
1t i supported by 14-16-inch,

" walnut beams and a cobblestone
. basemeat foundation.

chant Ues, The Idea behind a DDA s

{or public improvements to inspire pri-

vmc lnv-tmcnu &
o

Soronen, Farmlington Insurance Agen-
¢y owner Frank Clappison, Downtown
Farmington Center owner Larry
Lenchner, Metropolitan National Bank

vclopment dlstrm Is home to 150 busi-
nesses and offices plus several vesi-
dences.

Robert Helnrich, Farmington
a(ummy Ronuld Oglesby and resldent
Richard Donn

In one of lts flrst officlal acts, the

it . H
RANDY BORST/statf photographar

" DDA authorized the ¢lty manager to

prepare a draft development plan.

“The plan must take Inta account
revious plans, the immediately con-
cluded (Farmington Fulures Program)
study by planner Christopher Wzacny
and marketlng speclalist Nick Nicho-
las, and the shopplng list of the Down-
town Farmington Development Com-
mittee's task forces,” sald Robert
Schultz, Decadman's adminlstrative
alde.

WINGERTER ENVISIONS Dead-
man's draft to be “a framework of all
these presentations.”

“Then,” Wingerler said, “the DDA
will meet and put priorities on them.
It's a little dlfilcult for me to come up
with one particular prierity — lighting,
an inn, or whatever.”

“Right now,” he added, "we're anx.
ious to get organlzed and put flrm
plans together. We want' to see some-
thing happen. There have been a lot of
plans before, but which have just snl on
the table.”

Cities

wa ry

because of
TIFA battle

By Casey Hans
stalf wrltor

State-level officials fear ttigation by
two Oakland County school districts
over tax Increment financing lssucs

‘Either everybody
works together in a
community to help

may halt growth
The threat of federal and state pm~
gram budget cuts uddcd to this may

evelop , or
everything comes toa .
hing hait.’

cause even larger “There
are a number nl things (affccting mun-
clpalities), nonc of which look good,”

to
bcague Associate Dircctor Willtam
Dav
;Thls 13 the unfortunate i¢ing on the
cal
Farmington Public Schools filed sult

Feb. 12 In Oakland County Clrcult
Court to halt the

sct
— William Davis,

assoclate director,
Michigan Municipal League

thelr views opposing the use of tax In.
crement flnancing fn -an authority
(TIFA) or in a DDA. “Either cverybody
works together in a communlty to help

Tax Increment Financlng Anthorlly
(TIFA) along the 12 Mile corridor in
Farmlngton Hills,

A suit was also flled recently by Blr-
mingham Publlc Schools agalnst the
Village of Beverly Hills to halt the use
of tax increment financlng in a Down-
town Development Authority (DDA).

Both districts are represented by
Birmingham attorney Dennis Pollard
of Clark, Hardy, Lewls, Pollard and
Page.

OFFICIALS AT the Michigan De-
partment of Educatlon are surveylng
distrlcts statewlde to determine the ex-
tent of tax s al-

In the long term, or ev-
crything comes to a screcching halt,”
he added.

Mecanwhile, attorncys for Farming-
ton HIllls and Farmington Public
Schools have agreed to extend the
deadline for the city's response to that
district’s lawsuit. Clty Attorney Paul
Blbeau requested an extenslon of up to
30 days, which was agreed upon, ac-
cording to Pollard,

‘The Hills City Council met In exceu-
tive sesslon with their attorncys March
3 to revlew the four-count complalat,
which called for a legal response by
March 6. “The matter necds further re-
view,” sald Willtam Costlck, Hills city

fect, according to Thomas Wagamon,
assoclale superintendent for finance.

“We're trying to get n handle on the
situatfon,” he sald, notlng the Oakland
County litigation is a “policy Issue at
the local level,

"It cbviously could have an Impact
on schools statewlde.”

Davis called opposing school dis-
tricts “short-sighted" and “myoplc” in

The tax increment financlng Essue
began several years ago, and was prl-
marlly raised by out-of-formula school
dli‘l’rlcu such as Farmington, omcluls
sal

ACCORDING TO Sectlon 26 of the
School Ald Act, En-formula districts —

Please turn to Page 4

FANDY GORST/stalt photographer

Harry Wingertes, in his Bon Ton Shoppe In Downtown Farmington. '

Hart talks of a new vision

By Cassy Hana
stal! writer

Shalom Synagogue In Fnrmlngton
Hllls Extrcme cold wcau\cr and ley

+ Criliclzing the Reagan adminlstra-
tion’s “standing tall” phitesophy, U.S.

Sen. Gary Hart called Thursday for the

" “recapture of a brave and trlumphant

spiril” in the vein of this country’s
1990: clivil rlghu movemenl.
candi-

y lessened the
cruwd from 500-600 nrgunlurs expect-

"ll'l much too early to be talking
about national politics,” Hart told re-
porters before the speech, when asked
about a flrm commitment to run In the

date — althnugh nct yet a declared one
— the Colorado Democrat flew into
town to speak to about 150 membera
and guests of the Delegate Assembly of
the Jewish Communlty Council of Mel~
ropolitan Detrolt.

His specch followed the ‘assembly’ l
quarterly business meeting at the Adat

1988 race,

But the Democratic party “feels it
wants to and must carry Michigan” in
1988, Hart sald.”

COUNCIL PRESIDENT Leon Coban
called Hart a “predominant national
teader . .. and certalnly a_ possible
president of the United States,”
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