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enior power!

By Chris McCosky
stall wrlter

North Farmington's Rick Andcrson
sat on the bench as the district cham-
pionship medals were being passed out
to his (cammates,

“This feels great,” he said. “This
{eels so great. TilIS FEELS SQ000
GREATY"

Ah, senlors. They can provide enough
experlence and leadership (o take a lit-
tle bit of talent a tong way. Or, they
can be royat pains In coaches' behinds.

BRu¢ after North Farmington's well.
carned 62-55 victory agalnst Milford
Lakeland Saturday In the title game of
the Class A district tournament at
Walled Lake Central, ccach Tom
Negoshian had nothing but praise for
his senior class.

] just can't say enough about these
senlors,” he sald. "I think we're 10-2 in
our last 12 games this scason, You have
o credit our seniors for that. They
stayed with our young players. A lot of
tlmes your senlors will gult on you once
you're oul of your league rice {which
North was carly in the season). Not
these guys.™

The senjors, in particular Anderson,
Mike Rudin, Jim Ragland and Paul

Wahrman, made all the right plays
down the streich to win for North Its
secand consceutive District 30 cham-
plonship — no other team has won that
district in successive seasons.

THE WIN also carns North a re-
match with powerful Southtield In the
first round of the regional tournament
at West Bloomlficld (7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day). North shocked Southficld In the
district ftnals last year,

The Ralders fell behind 13-4 in the
tirst four minutes of the game but
scrambled back to within three by the
quarter’s end. They fell behind 21-14 In
the early stages of the sccond quarter.
They led 3229 by halitime.

Starilng to get the ldea? The Ralders
ever gave up.

The two teams raced neck and neck
down the wire — the game was tled
three times in the {inal quarter. The
crowd began standing at the end of the
third quarter and never sat down. The
game's tempe was mercurial, Players
on both teams played themsclves into
exhaustlon.

But In the end, North was the team in

control,

THERE WERE three serics of plays
in the final three minules that” broke
Lakeland's back.

The first came with 2:52 left in the
game. Ragland (a 6-0 point guard who
scored 12 points, dished out six assists
and grabbed seven rcbounds) made a
perfect pass through Lakeland's zone
defense into the hands of Rick Karcher
for an casy basket — North led 51-49.

Alfter a Lakeland hoop, Rudin hit two
free throws with 1:58 left to put North
back up §3-51.

Following a missed free throw by
Laketand, Rudin and Anderson worked
the backdoor ptay te perfectlon; Ander-
sun scoring to make i¢ 55-51.

North hit seven of clght free throws
in the final 40 scconds to clinch it —
Anderson bit three, Warhman and Rag-
land two each.

Ah, those senlors.

As for Southileld, Negoshlan sald
this: “Ralph Grubb (lcgendary high
schoal coach whom Negoshian played
for) once told me a siory about districts
— and he won 16 of them in a row, He
said you've got to show up because you
don't ever know what can happen In a
state tournament game. We'll show
up.”

Good. North whE enler that game
with a 14-8 record.

3rd quarter surge tips Vikes

By Chrls McCosky
stalt writor

Rick Anderson's suburban Jam
sparked North Farmington's 55-51 vie-
tory agalnst Walled Lake Central
Thursday night in the semlfinals of the
Class A district basketball tournament
at Ceatral,

The two Western Lakes teams were
exchanging baskets al a rather dull
p+ce unill fate in the third quarier —
the time of Anderson's suburban jam.

A pair of hoops by Paul Wahrman
put North up 35-32, still a ho-hum af-
falr and anyone's baligame.

Then Anderson made a steal at half
court and bolted to the hoop with two
Central players In hot pursult. Ander-
son Jeaped (not exactly high enough)
and slamimed the ball onto the rim {not
exactly clean enough). While the re-

CC blitzes
Stevenson
at Churchill

By Brad Emons
staff writer

ferees were whistling a foul on the
play, Anderson's dunk was spinnlng
around inside the rim.

1t swirled through — the suburban
Jam (not to be confused with a clty jam,
which is slammed through the rim dl-
rectly to the floor).

Desplte the aesthetie differences,
Anderson's jam had the same effect as
any backboard-shatiering city jam: It
brought the crowd to lis fect and ralsed
the game’s Intensity level,

THE HOOP and subsequent f{ree
throw gave North an clght-point lead it
would never completely relinquish,

*The kids were real uptight,” said
North coach Tom “Es

With two minutes left in the game,
Central pulled within a basket, 46-44,
Negoshtan called time out and sct up a
speclal out-of-bounds play, As di-
agramed, Anderson hit Chuck Howard
with a perfect pass inside for an casy
basket — a backbreaker for Central.

Howard, who scared 12 points on the
night and led the team In rebounding,
added two more free throws down the
streteh, North connected on seven of
cight frce thraws in the final 1:02 to
help seal the win. (The team connecied
ob just 16 of 29 frec throws on the
lght, however, Central hit seven of 13)

Anderson’s 18" polnts led North.
Warhman added 13 and Mlke Rudin a

h-needed elght points.

clally Rick. He playcd very tcnlall?l:
But down the streich he pulled the
game out for us, that was winnling time
and he was there.”

ght poi
. Mike Kohler and Daran Edmonds
e¢ach scored 14 to lead Central (11-11).

Bath players fouled out in the final
quarter.

Rick Anderson made the right plays at the right
time far North in the district tournament Thurs-

Redford Catholie Central got right to the point
Friday night.

Switching from off-guard to the point slot mid-
way through the second quarter, junior guard
Lance Vaccarelll went on a tear and led the Sham-
rocks to a convinclng 69-53 distriet basketball vic-

- tory over Livonla Stevenson in the Class A cham-
plorship game at Livonla Churchill.

1t was CC's 11th disirlet crown under veteran
coach Bernic Holowickl, who made the change af-
ter Stevenson had pulled within three, 18-15, on a
Chip Finneran basket with 5:53 left In the half.

. Vaccarelll, who fitp-flopped positlons with team-
mate Scan McClorey, scored a game-high 29 points,
McClorey, bomblng away from hls new wing spot,
added 13 and Brlan Dugas, on the opposite wing on
CC’s new offcnslve alignment, contributed 12

“I didn't like the way we were looking — thelr
zone gave us problems early,” sald Holowickl. “We
had fooled around In pracllce with Lance at the
point so1 just declded to try something different.

“I think It just broke the game open and we
scored about nine or 10 straight palnts.”

VACCARELLI, a 6-2 junlor, poured in nine points
during the final flve minutes of the flrst half to lift
CC to a 38-25 halftime lcad.

In the third quarter, Vaccarelll hit four stralght
Jumpers as CC iIncreased its advantage to 19. The
S}mmmclu then coasted during the final perfod of
play.

*That one spurt Lance really 1oaked tough,” sald
Holowicki. “When he got to the point position he
started opening things up for Sean, Brian and even
Paul (Tavana) Inslde. We were able to penetrate
more (against Stevenson's defensc) with Lance.”

coach Jim was Imp by
CC’s outskde marksmanship,
+ “In the third quarter Vaccarelll started slipping
+ through the scams of our zone,” he safd. “And they
© started shooting well from (he outslde. They reaily
¢ didn't hurt us [nside, but they made their outside
- shots count.”
" The win puts CC (16-6) against Detrolt Mackenzie
in Tuesday's reglonal at West Bloomfleld,

*Mackenzle is one of the premler teams in the

" state,” Holowlcki sald, “They're very talented,
We‘m‘gnlng to have to be up and play a good
game, -

ASKED IF VACCARELLI would be runnlng CC's
offense to start Tucsday's game, Holowlckl sald:
;‘:Y'e‘n probably practice on It more. The kids liked
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Wayne:

Mills scores 37
in heartstopper

By Brad Emons
staff writer

Wayne High's basketball team
turned in a David-like performance

+ Thursday night, but couldn't quite slay

Gollath. Wayne finally succumbed in
the second overtime to 6-foot-10 Terry
Mills and Romulus, 93-92,

Desplte the loss, it may have been
the Wayne's flnest two hours of basket-
ball in the school’s history.

Concedlng an average of five inches
per man, the Zebras battled the state-
ranked and glant Eagles tooth and nail
for 38 minutes.

*“I know Wayne's not that big, but I
swear (hey look blgger when they're on
the court,” sald a haggerd Romulus
coach Al Wilkerson. “Wayne Is one hell
of a team. Glve them credlt. They won
18 games this season,

“They play bigger than they are and
they're .very disclplined and well
coached.”

The nearly 2,000 fans who crammed
into every nook and cranny in Wayne's
new Almuni Arcna almost witnessed of
the upset of the season,

BUT IN the end it was Mllls, one of
the natlon’s premier big men, who
made the difference.

He scored a game-high 37 polnts, In-

-cluding all of the Eagles’ 11 points In

the second overilme. He also added 14
rebounds and slx blocks.

*“We were jJust golng to play our nore
mal game with.a few new wrinkles,”
sald Wayne coach Chuck Henry. “We
were golng to him Mills, his stam dunks
and blocked shots.

“We had our chances and our kids
played well”

A goaltending call on Romulus’ Kelth
Samuels with only five seconds Jeft in
regulation Ume sent the game Into
overtime at 72-all. (Alvin Allen got
credlt for the basket).

In fiest overtime, Romulus jumped
out to a quick four-polnt lead, but
Wayne kept answering behind the play
of 59 polnt-guard Spence Williams,
who drove the Eagles craxy with hia
drives through the lane. .

A DMISSED Romulus free throw with

basketball

only 2B seconds remalning in the first
OT set up a last second attempt by
Wayne's Fred Horne, who missed from
the corner at the buzzer.”

“We had the shot and I thought It was
golng Lo be a storybook ending,” Henry.
sald. “We were golng for the win or lose
on a last-second shot. Our strategy was

- {0 run the clock down.”

In the sccond OT, Mills reasserted
himself by postlng low, taking advan-
tage of*Wayne’s pint-sized lineup after
Mark Roblnson (27 peints), Mark Clal-
borne and Gary Hankerson had been
banished to the bench because of fouls.

WITH 26 scconds to go, Mills made
one of two free throws to put Romulus
ahead, 91-90, but the Zebras lurned the
bail over just 10 scconds later and
Mills canned a pair from the line with
11 scconds to go, upping the lead to-
three, T

But as they had all night long, Ut
Zebras came back with Boyce Jackson
seoring with only Ilve secands to play.

‘Wllkerson, for some strange reason,
stopped the clock by calling a timeout
with only three ticks left. The Eagles,
however, got the inbounds pass in safe<
1y to Mllls, who cradled the ball into his
chest as the clock ran out, .

“We made some critical mistakes,
but anyone that plays basketball knows
mistakes are part of the game,” Henry
sald, *I thought we kept our mistakes
“to a minimum.” .

Wilkerson said his team's strategy
was simple In the sccond overtime —
got the ball to Mllls, .

“WE HAD {o go lo the money,” said
the Romulus coach, "We knew they had
Roblnson, Claiborne and Hankerson:
{fouled) out. They had no big people
Telt. T think the difference is that we,
still had our star (Mills) and they dldn’t.

*Terry didn’t shoot well, but he did” ~
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