New Rouge council chief has scientific savvy

By Tui Banas
stoff writer

Bruce Monson, who isn't in the habit
of checkling his daily horescope, did so
one day two wecks ago to learn he was
fn “for a sudden career change.”

Colncldentally, that was the day he
fanded the job as exccutive director of
the Rouge River Watershed Councll.
The council, based in Livontn, s
charged with overseeing the water
management and enviromental con-
cerns of the 125-mile river which runs
through Wayne, Oakland and Wash-
tenaw counttes, .

Arrlving from Minnesota, where he
waorked as an enviromental rescarcher,
Monson soon realized it would be no
\ightwelght assignment.

The Rouge River, according to the
state and U.S. Enviromental Protection
Agency, s the dlrtiest viver [n Mlchi-
gan and an international pollutlon
threat,

MONSON replaces Karen Gottlieb,
who has jolned the newly-created Mich.
tgan Offlce of the Great Lakes,

“Bruce is arriving at a good tlme,
particutarly because this is when the
state Waler Resources Commission Is
drafting Its Remedlal Actlon Plan for
the Rouge,” said Gottlleb of the clean-
up that's shaping wp. "It's Important
that we have someone who can critique
that sclentiflc effort.”
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ting more and more concerned about
this as I get older,” Monson sald, “I
started gravitating more to applied as-
pecls.d This job is perfect for me in that
regard.” -

1IN HIS ROUGE council rote, Monson
will seck fundlng from outside sources
for the clean-up effort, .

He nlso will act as a coordinator for
the newly formed Friends of the Rouge
cltlzens advecacy group and help orgae
nize the Rouge River Day, a recre-
atlona) event planned this June to bring
attention to the Rouge.

His biggest job will be coordinating

‘The toxic load of
the Rouge River
impacts on the
Great Lakes. And
thisconcarn
exends
internationally,
between the
United States and
Canada.’

~— Karen Gottlleb  jgca) efforts in the river clean-up plan,
outgolng director, which Is being led by the state’s Water
Rouge Councill Resources Commission atong with the

Michigan Department of Natural Re-

‘With a master’s degree in aquatic bl-
ology, Monson, 30, Is altending the Uni-
verslty of Mlchigan for a second mas-
ter's in water resource management.
He brings to the part-time Rouge post
Impressive credentials.

Earller, he worked for a consulting
{irm, the Enviromental Research
Group, at 11s St. Paul, Mlnn, base, tak-
ng ground water and alr samplings of
aeshestos In local schools.

As a result, he stressed: *I'm not in-

sources.
To follow up on an {dea from

degrec and open a dairy farm, But his
work In a 1imnology (the atudy of Inkes)
laboratory as’ an undergraduate
changed that. .

*I was doing blology rescarch, but
began realizing that was not golng to

Gotttleb, who served as director for 18
months, Monson will organize 2an
“Adopt a Mlle of the Rouge Rlver” pro-
gram to galn suppert of civic and so-

clal ROUPS. -
“I'M A REAL bellever In grass roots

a food co-operative at one time, learn-
ing first-hand about being “polltically
savvy” and making decisions through .~ '
committees. . :
-Monson said he will attempt to "ralse .
some consclousness” ag well as much |
needed informallon about the river's ° '
pollutlon levels by asking some home- , !
owners along the Rouge to collect dafly | |
samples of the river water. Because of |
jurlsdictional arguments over the' .
years, no orie government agency has |
routinely coltected this information, .
He calls the work ahead & tremen-
dous challenge because of the newly -
focused attention on the Rouge system. *-’

four-person Offlce of the Great Lakes. ™

It was Gottlich, a resources special-
Ist, who stressed the need before the ..
statc's Water Resouces Commisslon to. [+
involve local participatlon in the
Remedial Actlon Plan. This plan even-
tuaily will be used for other water sys- - *

BEFORE LEAVING M a by a lot of detail,
state known for its of lakes, P water quality.”
he worked for a natlonally known: pri- In addition to his employment
vate the Gray F Gottlleb sald she is Im-
Blology Institute. », pressed with Monson’s work as an envi-

As a lakes rcsearch sp he
studled chemical siresses on lake wa-
ter, particularly the toxic levels of cop-
per-sulfate and its elfccts on plankton
growth in Lake Minnetonka,

One hundred Oakland University
graduates are helping put to rest the
myth that there are no jobs for liber-
al arts graduates.

‘The alumni will return to campus
March 19 to provide free advice to
current students jn the 7th annual
Arts and Scicnces Career Day In the
Qakland Center.

The volunteers are in carcers that
range {rom analytical chemistry to
sales, from substance abuse therapy

OU to hold career day

to marketing rescarch. All agree that
many employers are recepiive to 1
cral arts graduates who can adapt to
changlng technelogies and busincss
needs. e

The 1i atmto 2 pam. program
glves students a chance to learn
from OU graduates dlfferent ways of
using thelr degrees, how to develop a
professional network, futurc cmploy-
ment trends and tips oo job hunting.

In the early 1970s, Monson worked as
a door-to-door canvasser on the Clean
Water Actlon Project, a national push
1o adopt the federal Clean Water Act,

Monson planned to carn a zoology
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