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David Litogot is a middle schoot
teacher in the Farmington Public
Schiools where he teaches a Michi-
gan history class. e is a member of
the Farmington Hills and Farming-
ton historical socicties.

By David Lilogot
special writer

In 1974, John Willyard traveted
down 13 Mile Road and dreamedhow
nice it would be to live in that old house
nestied among those large trees.

‘When that “old house™ bug caught
him In 1930, that same house was, by
golly, for sale.

John and his wife, Nancy, were look-
Ing for a resldence to restore, to its
origlnal conditlon. This house would {It
thelr passion, Slx years ago, John and
Nancy Willyard bought that old house.

Located on 13 Mile near Drake Road,
the building shows signs of their contin-
uing wark: Several of the rooms display
{resh [nsulation around the new win-
dows; the walls in some rooms are
down to the laths; some of the moulding
Is new; the floors show marks where
walls used to be.:

« John felt that “fate” brought him to
this house and that he is on a “misslon
1o restore It to its correct architectural
deslgn. After extenslve research and
the Influence of local historlan Lee

_ Peel, Willyard got excited about his
L

ask.

Willyard knew that the floors sagged
and that the plumbing and wlring were
poor, He discovered, however, a few
surprises.

ME FOUND that the doors were in
fact, not origlnal; that walls werc
moved {ram their original locations; a
stone porch and fireplace were added
by a previous owner and had to go; and
the windows were not appropriate to
the design,

.- He also discovered that a smatl jeb
could entall months of related new

foolprints
in history

Jobs. For example, Willyard, upon re-
moving the stone fireplace, had to re-
buitd a wall, resct pard of the founda-
tion, remove a yellow-jacket colony,
patch a roof, make his own siding, and
trim and replace two windows,

A tlme schedule was thrown out and
an eye to detail became more Import-
ant. John studicd paint marks on the
floor 1o determine original wall loca-
uons. ile found

of orlginal,

turned a stairway around, and enclosed
same bark-covered beams,

Officially, the house s called the’
Cox-Willyard home cven though recent
evidence potnts to Jehn Garficld as the
bullder and original owner.

Gartle)d bulit the house, according to
Willyard, In 1831 or 1832. Since that
ttme, the hause has been occupied by ne
less than 14.owners. Such names as
Halsted, McDele, Cox, Robertson,
Warner, Tuitle, Robinson and Taylor
are Ingluded in the list of occupants.

THE PROPERTY has scen orchards,
migrant-worker-quarters, chicken
coops, a windmill and an outhouse.
There was alse a little oulbullding
called a Deleo house, a structure that

1L

trim to shape his own, He did research
on’ windows, doors, hardware and
rches.

Willyard's task was made more diffi-
cult by previous owners who decided to
»modernize” the hovse with ugly clo-
sets, entlosed porches, and knotty-pine.
The previous owners also removed
some of the foundation supports,

a g P d genera-
tor providing DC current (o the house-

old. .

‘The four-bedroom house will some-
day make John Garfield proud. There
wiil be hand-made stalr raillngs, hand-
hewn slding, squarc-headed nails, few
closets and authentle hardware and

0ors. .
Such maodern touches as Insulatlon,
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cleetrical appliances, a gas boller, cope
per plumbing, AC wirlng and storm
windows make the house a home.

John and his wife are not sorry about
the job that takes all of his spare (lme
and closc to $20,000 of his money.
Belng president of the Farmingten His-
torleal Soclety and a father of two
small boys add some distractlons, Even
though they admit it-is “far casier lo
build new rather than restore old,” this
1abor of lave will be worth it. .

March 26: The Farmington His-
torical Society will present “"Farm-
inpton Athletes Back When and
Last Week* by Jack Cotton, athletic
director of . Farmingten Schools
from 1956 to 1984, 8 p.n. at the
Downtown Farmington Library in
the basenent meeting room.

Faotnote ta last month’s article.
The wealth of information present-

estore old house as labor of love

ed in that article was obtained from
the forth coming book: “More Than
a Tavern: 150 Years of Botsford
Inn" by Jean M. Fox -

Hilla,

WIN

CLOSEST GUESS WINST

HALLMARK
TASTER

CARDS
& alrTs

476-5077
Ve

LIVER SAUSAGE |
SMOKED FRESH BOLOGNA it
$0939 $929

'. swi st
B i by

DELI FRESH SANDWICHES & PARTY TRAYS

Hlalorlc house owners Nancy and Jehn Willyard of Farmingtor’

KOWALITY:

$229m'

SAVE
60*
18,

Wanager's Sgectal —

FREE 1LB. POTATO SALAD

WITH PURCHASE
OF 11LB.
LUNCH MEAT

LB

oy

wre

COMPLETE CO-ED
FACILITIES

@Bkﬂ_mﬂ-_.—,—;,— e

v

L3

JOI

Empire now.

We Feature: Nautllus « Universal « Body Master » Aerobicycles
«» challengling aerobic exercises « heated Indoor swimming pool = Finnish
steam bath  private tanning booths ¢ Arizona dry sauna « whirlpool
= oriental martla arts » computerized rowing equipment » complete €o-ed
facllities for men and women every day

H SPECIAL OFFER!

2FOR 1
SAVE UP TO 40%!
HURRY! FINAL DAYS! OFFER ENDS SOON!

Right now, you can get 2 years of membership for the
price of 1 or Just one low price when you and a fitness
friend joIn for one year. A limited number of 40% off
speclal memberships are avallable. So come Joln our

Fitness Emplre — Where healthy [deas are created for you.
Fitness Empire — the body builders.

We help you build the look you want. So whether you need to
tone up, trim down, or add muscle, you'll get the best results at
Fitness Empire. How? With welght training and body shaping
programs — designed just for you. With invigorating aerobics.
Exhiliarating swims. Magnificent miles of computerized biking.

Then relax. After a great workdut, there’s the whiripool. The
sauna. The steam room. And much more!

Visit Fitness Empire Today. Discover how our new $2 million
complex can get you in great shape!

URRV! FINAL DAYS! OFFER ENDS SOON!
“JOIN NOW! 2 FOR 1. SAVE UP T0 40%
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Visit Fitness Empire today, biscover how
our new $2 milllon complex can get
you in great shapet

We're located at
17235 Middle Belt, just one block north
of 6 Mile Road. .

Fitness Empire [s open for your
convenience . : i

- 7 days a week: Monday-Friday 99,
Saturday-sunday 9-6.
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