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Row house in London —a great exchange'

By mn Augusta Rodgers
apociat wrlter

house exchange for a rent-free vacation —

and one that leads iImmediately to wonderful

daydreams. Youw've always wanted to spend
some llmc 1n Mexico? Well, it’s easy to see yoursell
in San Miguel de Allende; cozy ln your home away
from home, having breakfast outside on the patio
among the bougainylilen blossoms.

With no hotet bllls to pay, you could casily stay a
month. Learn a litile Spanish, get a reat feeling for
the countryside, meet the nelghbors, make friends,
shap in the local stores. . .

“To turn the dream Into a reallly, you start by join-
ing-a house exchange club. There gre a number of
these; they publish directories llsting avallable hous-
¢s, both here In the Unlted States and abroad, that
cost from $20 to $45.

Yau can list your house, or slmply buy a dlrecto-
ry, seleel a house, and get in touch with the owner
:lln:clly.

IT’S AN APPEALING idea — worklng out a -

TII'E ROLE of the clubs is to put people interest-
«d injan exchange In louch with cach oiher, and lot
thenpiwork out the detafls. One organlzation, Home
BExchange International, will find a house exchange
at a-cost ranglng from $250 to $525, depending on
the Kind of house and the length of stay.

People are Interested In house exchanges for dif-
ferent reasons, Economy is, of course, a major fac-
tor, expecially for famllles, who might find the cost
"of several weeks of hotel living and restaurant
mr.'als prohlhltlvc

Al gan scheduled o0 attend a conference in Parls,
for example, was able to take hls wifc and heir five
childfen along for a 2% weck vacation, thanks to n
hougxchange with a French couple in a Parisian
subyply the total vacatlon cost, minus airfare, was a
modest $500,

RETIREES TEND (o like the [dea of a house
exchdnge, as do teachers with a frec summer or
sabbatical leave. And then there are those with an

* adventurous streak, who want travel to mean mere
* than a sightsceing-tour-bus experlence.

After seven house exchanges, a couple in McLean,
Va., fecl that they “have fricnds all over the world.”
And a couple in New Your Clty have traded thelr
Manhattan townhouse for a castle in Ireland, and 2
15th century English manor house.

House exchanges take place In this country, too.
One of the best known house traders is Colorado's
Gav, Richard Lainm, whe, In 1982, traded the execu-
tive mansion In Denver for a week In the house of 2
San Francisco architect. This aroused the ire of
some stale legislators, who remarked that the man-
sion wasn't his te trade.

The flavor of London can be found at’ Queen's Crascent Markot.

Nancy Pelletier Pansing’s experlence with house
exchanges s falrly typical,

PANSING 1S a teacher and a novelist, author of
“The Rearrangement,” published by MacMillan last
year, and Is now at work on her second book. She
llves In Marletta, Ohio, and comes to Michlgan to
visit a daughter in Clarkston and a son in Midland,

“You have Lo start plannlng carly — but planning
is half the fun,” Pansing sald. She listed her house in
Marietta, and a vacatlon cabin in the West Virginia
niountalns, with the JnterService lfome Exchange.

Alter reeeiving the directory In February, she be-
gan looking for the right
right comblnatlon of place and dates.

*“Yau have to find someone who wants to vacatlon
about the same ime you do. Yeu could spend days

person — meaning, the

an open-alr market near the house, where we could
buy frults and vegetables. We'd have um best
melons for breakfast.”

‘The sccond time, she speat five weeks in Le Tou-
quet, France, In a three-bedroom apartment with a
view of the English channcl. “That apartment made
& great home base, I hed Lhe use of a car, Loo, 50 we
went on side trips — to Parls, and Notmandy and
Mont-St.-Michel.

“You save 50 much money with a house exchange,
you don't worry about splurging occasionzlly on slde
trips and restaurents.”

+ ‘THE PARENTS dnd other relatlves of Francoise,

* the apartment owner, were very feiendly and hosplt-

able, she sajd. “They invited ua to thelr house for
dinner and took us on a weckend (rip to a dellghtful
coun

1 ynum thlnklnx of a house exchange, Panslng's
advice is to'start carly. “And be flexlble, Not at
cither time dld I get what I was lookIng for, cxactly.
But both exchanges worked out well,”

Before leaving Marletta, she made arrangements

- for the exchange families to be able Lo “awlm at the

country club and water-ski on the river, And I asked
frlends to check lo scc how they were getting
aleng”

All parties Involved in the two exchanges took |
good care of each other's houses,

#In the London house, we fed Chlqulm, averyselfs -

s\llmclt:‘nl cat, and faithfully watered the tomato
ants.”

She still hears from the two familles: a young,
Irish architcet and his wife, with young twin sons; :

"1t was In C: a sort of Gl Vil
lage neighborhood, near Hampstead Heath, a large
park-llke area with a lake and a pond. We watked
miles cvery day, cxploring London. And there was

pourlng over the directory — It's such a
wish book.”

SHE ALSO had (o sell Marletta, to a certain ex-
tent, “Most Europcans have never heard of it. So I
explaincd that It's the oldest town In Ohio, and In a
Novely setting an the river,” The flrst time, she
(raded for four weeks in a Victorian row house in
London, complete with cat.

wrﬁor Nancy Pellotier Pansing found a
hou-o exchange which pleased her — a
in London's C “a
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sort of Greanwich Village neighborhood,
near Hampstead Heath, a large park-like
arca with a lake and a pond.
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‘and , a slngle parent with a teen-age aon
and daughter.
And Pansing Is already thinking of another house
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exchange, in the next year or so.
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Florida’s Greatest Spa Value Includaa' '
* 3 nutritionally balanced « Starts Margh 20th
meals dally * Free tennis -
* 2 snacks dally * Golf (avalltablo)
« Massage ¢ Swimming pools
. Nulrltlunlst * [n room cable and HBO
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leight loss plans bingo, dance classes,
. Saunn & steam dinner dancing
» Water exercises & shows

Tarry "{l‘ .Call Now For
- Rates & Brochure
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{1-800-772-7546)
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