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New special ed rules to allow smaller classes '%

By Tim Richard
siall writor

New speelat educatlon rules, which

* salled;through the State Board of Edu-

catlon last week, are “designed to tast
into the next eentury,” in the words of
one administrator,

The end of a two-year working pro-
cess wns a unanlmous voice vote by the
state's highest elected policy board

Board members ralsed only “two
questions — about a possible six-year
age range ln special ed classes and
about: higher costs due to smaller
teacher Joads.

They scemed satlsfled the rules
won’t* hurt Michigan’s 160,000 spectal
ed students.

“THE CURRENT speclal

Of the state's 124 speeial education
rules, exactly half were revised by
the Stole Board of Education. Dr.
Richard BaldwIn, pollcy development
specialist; sald only 17 would have
any cost impact.

Here are the four major cost
changes and how they would affect
Oakland Intermedlate and locel
school districts:

® Severely mentally Impalred —
Current rule allows a !

The change sets a ratio of eltlier a)
one teacher, two akdes and 12 siu-
dents or b) a ratio of ene teacher,
three aldes and 15 students. State-
wide, the cost increase will be
$815,000 for 23 districts,

In Oakland County, Bloomfleld
Hllls would have to add one teacher
and onc alde for a tofal of $36,000;
Pontlac the same; and Farmington,
twao teachers for o total of $52,000,

‘The new rule reduces the caseload
to 15 at the clementary level and re-
quires an atde whenever the teacher
has 12 or more students ln the class.
room at one time. Total cost state-
wide Is projected at $1.5 million.

Rural dlstricts with high cascloads
seemed most affected. Oakland 1s
unaffected.

- Phyllchlly and otherwise health

one teacher, four [nstructional nldts
and 24 students.

. mentally
Present rule sets a teacher’s e.ueluad
at 18 students.

rrent rule sets a maxi-
mum of 15 Iull-time equivalent stu-
dents for each teacher.

How revised special ed rules affect Oakland schools

‘The new rule sets maximums of a)
15 different students and b) no more
than 10 at a time. Total statewlde
cost to 13 Intermedlate districts
would be $573,000.

Oakland Intermediate would have
to add a single staff member at & cost
of $44,000,

® Speech and lapgunge impaired
~— Current rule sels a maximum
cascload of 75 puplls, New rule cuts
this to 80, Tatal State cost is estimat.
cd at $169,000,

Oakland, with an average cascload
of 36, is unatfected.

The two-year process was marked by
many suggestions, ncgc'u:uonn md. T
comprom! inal ‘month,.
Runkel sat down with n coallition called
CAUSE — Cltizens Alliance to Uphold,
Specinl Education. .

It represented all special ed org.n _x W
Izations plus the slate assoclations of -
sehool boards and school ndmlnhh-
tors along with -the two teachers'
unfons, The panel voted 13-1 to lupport
the new rules, Beardmore sald.

THE OAKLAND Parents Advbory
* Committee was angry they weren't
part of the ncgotlations, she sald.

“The feeling of the rest was llnl-..._
CAUSE was rcpmcnung parents and .~
providers. I don't think they (Oakland: 83
PAC) objected to tho final result as -
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rules were passed In 1973, when speclal
ed was a new mandate,” sald DrEd-
ward Blrch, state director of speclal
education services.

“Qver the last 13 or 14 years, we've
seen drastic changes,” Blrch sald, ¢lt-
Ing two:

First, klds who used (o be uughl in
scparate rooms are now “maln.
streamed as much as possible. Half of
our Kids fn special ed spend less than
half thelr time In speclal ed class-
rooms.”

Sccond, court decisions have forced
school officlals to put kids in “the teast
restrictive environment.”

DOROTHY BEARDMORE, 2 new
statc~board member who served on
both the Rochester and Oakland Inter-
medlate boards, won approval {or her
request for a perlndlc review of the
rule allowing children from as many as
six elementary grades to be taughtin a
single “resource room.”

That change had stirred concern and
some opposition from Oakland County
parents. The current rule is four years,

The change was made, Blrch sald,
because “you'd need iwo classrooms in
every building to have a four-year
span.’

In a real llfe situatlon dealing, for
example, with math, he added, it's un-
Iikely flrst and sixth graders ever
would be mixed. And the mixing would
oceur only with mild cases.

He called fears of Inappropriate
mixes “a worst case scenarke.”

HOW LOCAL and Intermediate
school districts will pay for the changes
- many of which reduce class and
teaching londs — bothered two board

members.

"What I hear from the local districts
is, 'Where will the money come
from?'* sald Cherry Jacobus of East
Grand Rapids,

Dr. PIIIIIJpE Runke), state superin-
tendent of publle lnstrucllan sald the
“worst scenarlo” would cause $3 mil-
lion of increases — less than 1 percent
of the $600 milllon spent statewlde on
speclal education, See scpnmln story
on this page.

Those cost Increases would be offset
by efficlencles and in other

RUNKEL SAID some rules could be
implemented as carly as next fall.

Birch advised districts not to make
changes, however, untll they are in ef-
fect

Next, said Runkel, the rules must be
revlewed for form by the atlorney gene

col mmluee will have a hearing on this.
“The State Board of Education has
flnal approval,” he sald.

BEARDMORE SAID the state board
passed emergency rules during the
1979-83 {lscal erlsls,

were good. But there was no way the
board could make those temporary
rules permanent,” she sald.

Current rules have been marked by
many requests for “hundreds of devia-
tions,” she said. “With the new rules,

- we expect there wlll be fewer requests,

iz

P

much as the fact that they weren't a
party to the way it was dane," she sald. .
“T've met with individual spectal &'33 .
teachers, and they say it's wonderful.™ .
There might have been a few concerns,
but a lot of Lhe fears have been bullt on
worse possible cases,

“The cnmplalnl proccdum have!
been improved.”

g

cral's'staff. Then they-go (o the Legls- “Qur experience showed, hey, some  and fewer wlll be granted,”

lature’s Jolnt Administrative Rules .

Commitéce. ! ©I%3
"The rules commlttee can't amend

them,” Runkel sald. “It ean reject 7m ﬂmdow

them. It can send them back and telt
you what parls they don't llke. The

ince 193
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