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The state House Educatlon Committee gave

solld support to a bill requiring competency
testing of would-be teachers.

But a key member doubts such an exam is
the best way to pluck the weeds from the
crop.

“Everyone's for qu.’llll)," sald Rep, James
Kosteva, D-Canton, vice-chalrman of the 20-
member pancl. “But when you look at the to-
tal cost and compare testlhg to the
alternatives . , , .

‘The flrst-term lawmaker sald higher sala-
ries and In-service work may | be befter alter-
natives, aﬁdlng‘ “1 hope we're not through
wlth the bllL"

TIHE BILL would requlre that, prior (o re-
ceiving a state certlficate, a person would
have to pass state exams in: basic Intellectual
skills; their specitic ficlds such as chemlstry
or history: and tcaching skills.

1f cnacted, the law would regulre basle
skills testing for all teachers cerllllnd In the
fall of 1991,

‘The subject area cxamination wau]d be
phased in for fall of 1993.

‘Ninety-seven percent of
the citizens polled (in 1983)
fell that teachers should be
reulred to demonstrate
in the subject
area they teach.’ .
— Phiillp Aunkel
. state superintendent
. of public instruction

REPRESENTATIVES are f{ar from through
with the bill

Education Commltice Chalrmen Willlam
Keith, D-Garden City, noted the measure {Sen-
ate Bl 447) must go next to the Appropria-
tions Commiitee, which will measure costs.

And because the House measure s far dif-
ferent from the original Senate verslon, the
House verslon must go back to (he upper
chamber for concurrence.

The bi)l Is supported by the Michlgan Asso-
clatlon of School Boards, Michigan Assocla.
tlon of School Admlnlslraton and the two ma-
Jor-tcachers unlons.

One union, the Federation of Teachers, how-
ever, wants the blll amended o that the ex-
amination advisory committee has a majority
of classroom teachers ralher than administra-
tors or professors,

DESPITE IS qualms, Kosteva voted to re-
port aut the bllL. So dld Kelth and Reps. Jus-
tine Barns, D-Westland, and Lyn Bankes, R-
Livonla,

Bankes strongly favors it.

“Prue or not, a lot of people think' some
teachers teach'the first year and repeat it 17
Uimes. That's a perception,” she sald.

Her vlew s supported by Phillip Runkel, su-
perintendent of public instruction. He cited a
1983 state poll which showed “97 percent of
the citizens polled felt that teachers should be
reuired to demonstrate competency in um
subject area they teach.”

A 1984 natlonwlde Gallup Poll showed 89
percent of the public and 69 percent of teach-
ers favor state exams for beginnlng teachers.

BANKES WAS pleased with one major
change in the House version of the blll.

“The Serate blll allowed each teaching cvl-
lege to have Its own exam, Wo thought that
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was {udlcrous,” she said, The House version YR
requires the state Dc?nnment of Educationto /o

draw up standardized lests.
Lawyers, doctors, nurses, archltecls and

many other professional persons must pass

state exams before belng certifled to work,
she suid ”nnd parents are demanding the
same.”

Rep. Tom Power, R-Traverse City, agreed,
“Schools of educatlon have a motive to write
an extremely weak exam.”

IN 1941, accordlng to a Senate staff report,
a math test glven to 392 prospective elemen-
tary teachers at five Michigan universitles
showed that, even with caleulators:

o Thirty percent couldn't subtract 0.14
from 64,

® Fourty percent couldn't dlvide 24 by 0.3,
® Eighty-eight percent couldn't caleulate
what percentage of 1,200 'ls 30.

‘The Michigan Department of Education re-
ports that 19 states currently requlre passage
of some kind of certification test,

Flfteen states ave planning now or additons
al examinatlons. Eighteen — fucluding Michl.
gan — have no competency tests, *
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FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

Q. What is the major dlfference
between the two Lotto games?

A. The Michigan Lotto game currently
chaltenges, Si yersto matchsix umbers
from a Neld of 413, Super Lolto wilt avk
g}v:‘y:n to pick kix nimbees from o Beld

. Won't It then be harler to match
oll six numbers?

A. Yes. The odds for mntching four, five
oral)six winnlog numbern will increase
along wilh estimaled prize amounta

Q. How large will prizes he ln Super
Loite? .

A, Jackpol lhﬂm in the pegulnr Lolta
game have overnged about $1.7 million.
hutor lA)Ilﬂ llmu[d provide nverage

shares of moro than $3 million,
Slwndprlxcdmmwlllbcnu estimated
$2,600 co $1,600, whila third
grlm nhuru wlll mnm an estlmated

raus $50,

Why is thix now game beln :
Loy ¥ ® :

A.Many players hnvelndlmud Inlcmt

in Inrge Jackpot amounts, like those

. that hmvtx\'urrul 10 odber ataten, from |2 .
Lotto games with more ‘numbers from M
which to chooso, -
Q. What iIf 1 prefer the regulnr Lotto, :
Kame?

A, Players will now have n choice of two
hxxnudjnmu. Those prefereing the bet.
ter odds ean play the regular slx of 40
ame with weekly drowlnga evéry
nc-day night. Thone sceking larger
t’m n try the longer odda In Super
to, wlkh itaSoturday drawingn.
Q. How will the Latto game chnngeﬂ
affect my current subscription
A. Lotto subacriptlons wit] mnllnue for
the 6/40 game anly Pruyvu with cup-

don dnm. &ab-:ripuun elaguwlll ﬁ'm
bo ollerod for Super Lotto,

tery lslooking Intoa. forudvnnu
purchaseof tickets ot retailera,
Q. How will the gams affect the Lot.
tsecrhy'- conlribu(ivn lo Iho Blnio

Addilhm of a second Lotto Rame
#

should help the Lottory
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muumwmwfﬂ.’ e
Because

his Super Lotta questic
flrat received nﬁl’nﬂ In B’\h mul'\‘lxxl.
Harald Lockwood of Gaylord recels
li:l-ul:llnr the T um' fraant
0.
e e
-\g:g.:ncwu. erhlun Lottery,

.0 Box 30077,
Laalng, M1 480b0.




