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Deepest low

Teams depart early
from state tourney

Putting the basketballs back on the
shelf.

HE 1985-86 Observerland boys
basketbail scason, which offi-
cially ended Wednesday
night, carned ltsell a rather

dubjous distinciion.

The season came to a close quicker

than any other In recent history. The
norm in Obscrverland is to get at least
one team Into the regional finals. Gar-
den Clty reached that plateau last year,
Plymouth Salem the year before, Red-
I:rd Catholic Central the year before
that.
- This year only three tecams escaped
dlstrict tournaments. North Farming-
ton and Plymouth Salem, two tcams
unranked in the area for most of the
season, along with Catholle Central.

Al three were bumped In the flrst
round.

The point is cbvious: The level of
play in Obscrverland remains a cut {or
two) below state-class teams. In other
words, don't look for any area teams in
next year's preseason top 2§ In the
state.

HROWEVER, JUST because (he
teams can't compete at the siate level,
doesn't mean we can't have some fun in
our own area. That's just what hap-
pened this seasan,

The competition, within the Western
Lakes was intenslve, even though in the
cend, the favored {cams — Farmingion
Harrison and Westland John Glenn —
came out comfortably on top. The two
put on quite a show in their champton.
ship match. Qut of 17 games I covered
this season, it was easlly the most en-
tertalnlng (of course, I didn't see
Wayne va. Romulus in the districts).

There were no sure bets in Western
Lakes games this season. There were
fow sure bets In any Observerland
games this year, In any case, Pele (glve
me parity or give mec death) Rozelle
would have thoroughly enjoyed Ob-
serverland hoops this scason.

Let's tie up all the loose ends and put
this season to bed, once and for all,

‘THE FIGHT: Yes, there was a bit of
a non-basketball related skirmish dur-
Ing the Romulus-Plymouth Salem re-
glonal game Wednesday night.

Brad Emeons, who covered the game,
reports that It was a lot of barking and
not much bitlng. The fIght started when
Salem's Tom D'Angelo was pestering o
Remulus player after o missed shot.
The two bumped and exchanged words,
The benches emptied, but no punches
were thrown,

“The enly scary thing was when Ter-
ry Mills came storming off the bench,”
Emons sald. *I thought he might do
some damage, but nothing happened.”

Mills did some damage when play re-

The underachievers: 1. North Farm.
Ington, Perhaps this is unfair because
the team staried just (wo players with
any cxtensive varslty experlence. In
the later part of the season, North was
one of the top feams In the arca — as
was expected of them al) along.

A lack of expericnce wasn't North's
only problem. It was frustrating to
watch the team waste the ability of
Rlck Andersen.

Anderson, arguably, was the best
basketball player in Gbserverland this
scason {the coaches from the Mid-
Amerlcan Conference (hink 5o, any-
way). He averaged between 10 and 15
shols per game with North. He rarely
got the ball in a good posltion 1o score.
Someone with his shoatlng abllity
should be taking 20 to 25 shots a game.

ANOTHER THING ahout Anderson.
How come the guy ncver gets to the
fou! line? He's a 90 percent or beiter
free throw shooter, but It seemed the
only time he'd get to the line was to
finlsh off a three-point play,

1 It was frusteailng for me, imaglne
how Anderson and North coach Tom
Ncgoshian must have fcit.

More underachkievers: Plymouth Sa-
lem comes to mind. They were a 12-11
team very typleal of Observerland bas-
ketball. The Rocks were both very good
and very bad this season.

They were one of the biggest teams
in the area, but their big men (with the
excepilon of Mlke Hale) were relative-
ly passive players. Injuries played a
blg role In keeping Salern near 500, At
one point, the team played without
three starters,

ALL-EXCITEMENT TEAM: These
are the guys I most cnfoyed watching
this season. 1. Farmington's Bruce
Kratt. 2. John Glenn's Steve Hawley. 3.
CC's Paul Tavana, 4. Harrison’s Ken
George. 5. Canton's Tyrone Reeves.

It should be noted that I didn't see
any of these guys play thls scason: Cor-
dell Rabinson of Bishop Borgess, Mark
Robinson or Spence Williams of Wayne,
or Dennls Bushart of Redford Union.

All-Blue Collar team: These guys are
hard-warking and under-appreclated.
1. Mike Hale of Salem. 2. Rod Sarcev-
leh of Harrison. 3, Paul Makara of Sa-
Iem. 4. Ken Gendjar of Churchiil. 5.
John Sherldan, Garden Clty.

p: players: 1, Joci Mles

sumed, however. He rattled the back-
board with a ¢! two-handed
dunk. -

THE OVERACHIEVERS: 1, Plym-
outh Canton, 0- before Christmas, 10-6
after, 2. Wayne Memorlal. They were
the best team In the area (by far) and
their tallest player was 6-2. 3. Livenia
Churchlll. Don Albertson may have put

forth his best coaching cifort of his ca-’

reer, His young team (lnlshed with a
12-9 record and was darn near imposais
ble to beat at home. 4. Plymouth Chris-
tlan. This team flnished with a best-
ever 17-4 recard, Two years ago, the
same group of players were 5-15.

Most.
of Canton. 2, WiIl Lund of Harrison, 3,
Kyle Mutz of Farminglon. 4. Andy Gra-
2ulis of Glenn, 5. Chip Finneran, Livo-
nla Stevenson.

Lastly, I would be remlss If 1 didn't
extend one Jast appeal Lo the Western
Lakes athletle dircctors to relnstate
the post-season league tournament,

You have the opportunily lo stage a
tournament to rival the highly-publi-
cized PSL and Catholic League tourna-
ments. Don't waste the opportunity.
Listen to the coaches, they have put to-
gether a Ieasible plan: talk to elther
Fred Thomann or Mike Teach
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Rick Anderson (left) and Bruce Kratt (right) were among the area's elite players this season. But like thelr teams, North Farmington

College coaching vacancies keep rumor mill churning

By C.J. Rlsak
stalf writer
ERHAPS EVERYTHING was
calm for too long.

For wont of a better term,
gt the recent splurge of collegle
ate basketball coachlng vacancles fs of-
fen just veferred to as cyelie. That
makes it sound as if, every couple of
years or so, there wiil always be a sud-
den rash of openings. Like the changlng
of-the seasons, sup ly.

Z.The ciiccts Lhese Ible changes
w11 have locally can not yet be deter-
mined, But that doesn't mean loads of
possibitities — some plausible, some
. définitely possible, and some totally ri-
giculous — aren't being scrutinized.
.+ The first opening came at Eastern
" Michigan University, when coach Jim
* Boyce reslgned in January. Assistant
coach Ben Braun assumed command,
and Braun continues to be a top pros-
pect. His recruitment efforts — Brian

Nolan of Muskegon has committed,
while Brad Soucy of Allen Park Inter-
city Baptist and North Farmington's
Rick Anderson are close to It — have
helped solidify his chances.

Others submitiing their appllcations
are Charlie Parker, the Wayne State
coach; Biti Morrls, formerly of Hills-
dale College and now at Fort Hayes
State; and Bernle Fine, an assistant
coach at Syracuse.

‘THE NEXT OPENING brought ru-
mors that Oakland Unlversity's Greg
Kampe might be departing.. Bowling
Green State coach John Weinert an-
nounced {n January he would retire at
the end of this season. Kampe, who
played under Welnert, admltted he had
applicd for the job, but bas since with-
deawn his name from d

Is this getting confusing? Well hold
- on, 'cuz there’s more to come.

0U's Suc Kruszewskt submltted her
resignation as womens basketball
coach carller this month. Kruszewski,
who coached the Lady Ploneers to a 42-
40 record over three years, clied bur-
nout as her reason for leaving.

OU athletlc director Paul Hartman
Is hoplng to have a new coach by April
9, the signing date for high school play-
ers. As yet, no favorite for the Job has
cmerged, but the possibllities. . .

Like Ed Kavanaugh, the highly-suc-
cessfut Schooleraft College and Livonia
Ladywood womens coach, Kavanaugh
has gulded SC to the Eastern Confer-
ence champlonship and Ladywood to
the Class B state crown In the last year,
. So s he nterested? “Not at all,” said

candidates; the current Oakland Com-
munity College mens basketball coach,
Fred Thomann. Or at least he was the
top man through Satvrday.

‘Thomann coached boys' basketball
at Plymouth Satem for 12 ycars, pillng
up a 227-49 record, before resigning af-
ter the 1983-84 scason. He still coaches
Salem’s girls lcam. And when an old
{rlend, OCC coach Tom McPhillips,
asked If he'd like to asslst him prior to
this season, Thomann agreed. .

Little did he know what it would en-
tall. Just before the end of the regular
season, McPhlllips was hospitalized.
Thomann was calted on to take over.

It wasn't an unpleasant task. OCC
was one of the Eastern Conlerence’s
top teams. But 1t wasn't easy, elther,
particularly on short notlee, with key

WSU's Parker, who was an assistant
at BG under Weinert, 1s also interested
in that job. So is Eldon Miller, who Is
Ieaving Ohlo State. *.

I at
rumor quickly, “I'm happy where I
am.”

NOW TO THE MOST {oteigulng of

games ahead, and with
Thomann committed to coaching the
Salem glrls track

Divislon 11 semif[nals under Thomann's
tutelage. With McPhillips' return in
douhbt, the question was apparent:
Would Thomann take the position on a
full-time basls?

“WE HAVEN'T made any kind of a
declsion on It,” sald OCC athletie divee-
tor Pln Ryan Thursday. “We're going
to wait until the scason is over.”

Asked if Thomann would be consld-
ered for — or would consider — the
Job, Ryan replied, “I don't really know,
that’s what I'm saying. At the end of
the season, we'll slt down and talk
about It" .

Thomann was no more revealing,
Clouding the picture further was his
background: He was the only high
school coach consldered for the EMU
post before Boyce was selected, and he

. has shown an abillty (o coach womens
ball. too." =

OCC bas since won the state junior
college title and reached the NJCAA
1N .

Which means he could 5 a candid

— couldn’t he?

"1 haven't had time in the last three
weeks (o think about any openings,”
said Thomann. “It's been hectic, I've
been tled up with OCC Thursday
through Sunday for the past three
weeks,

“I can honestly say I haven't given it
much thought.” B

Still, Thomann could be consldered
at any of the three poslilons, although
he said he had “not submiited my name
for any position.”

ANDYET. ..

“The thought cnters your mind,”
Thomann admjtted, “I Interviewed for
the Eastern job when Boyce got it, and
they asked me to interview, Now, In re.
trospect, 1 can understand why-they
were not golng to hire a high schoot
coach, especially after the Gerry Faust-|

thing at Notre Dame, when he couldn't , ~,

do the Job.” .

at EMU {agaiv) or OU, as well as OCC
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