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A scheduled retrial ln Oakland Coun-
ty Circult Court for former Farming-
ton Hills resident John Merlo — con-
vieted 19 years ago of first-degree
murder in the shooting death of his
wife — has been adjourncd.

Circuit Judge Fred Mester adjourned
Merlo's retrial March 7, pending an ap-
peal belore the U.S. Court of Appeals in
Cincinnatl, sald assistani proseculor
Gary Chopp, assigned to prosecute
Merlo again. Merlo’s retrial was sched-
uled to begin March 10,

John Merlo, then 25, shot and killed
his 18-year-old estranged wife, Sharon,
on Jan. 6, 1967, as she was working ina
beanty shop on 8 Mile Road, In what
was then Farmington Towashlp. Merlo
was convicted of first-degree murder
[n Oakfand County Circuit Court in the
death of his wifc,

‘The Michlgan Supreme Court iwice
upheld Merlo's convictlon. After a first
unsuccessful attempt In federal court
to win a new trial, Merlo's request was
granted by U.S. District Judge Stewart
Newblatt on Dec. 27, 19B5.

When Newblatt granted Merlo's re-
quest, the Oakland County Prosccutor’s
Olfice began working 1o prevent the
retrial with an appeal to the U.S. Court
ot Appeals in Cincinnatl.

CHOPP REQUESTED adjournment
while the fcderal appeals court rules on
his appeal requesting the court to aver-
turn a federal judge’s order for a retri-

al.

“The federal court of appeals said
they wouldn’t stop it (the retrial). But
they said If the telal judge (Mester)
wanted to adjourn It while the appeals
court decldes, he could,” Chopp sald.

When the appeals court takes action
on Chopp's regquest to overturn the fed-
eral order for a retrlal, Merlo's trial
must begin within 48 hours following
the declston — §f the appeals court
rules In Merlo’s favar, Chiopp said.

“That's not etched in granite, I hope
we have more time than that to get ev-
erybody here,” Chopp sald.

Adjourned

Formor Farmington Township resident Sohn Merlc wae 25
years old in January 1967 when he shot to death his 18-year
old cstranged wife Sharon. Merlo was convicted of firet-de-
gree murder in Oakland Cireuit Court, On Dec. 27, 1985, Mer-
lo was granted a retrial.

unconditionally releasced to go free,”

hopp sald.
THAT STIPULATION will not affect
the case, despite the adjournment, be-

Defense attorney Frank Lawrence of
Livonia, who has adopted a poliey of
not discussing the case, argued against
the adjournment, Chopp said.

When Newblatt ordered a new (rial,
he included a conditlon, If Merlo was
not retried within 90 days of
Newblatt's Dec. 27 order, “he must be

cause regardless of what the federal
courts do, Merlo Is being held without
bond as a state prisoner, Chopp sald.

Prosecutor appeals retrial in 67 murder

some time before they are declded,

Chopp sald, the appeals court “Is han-

dling it (the appeal) In an cxpedited
'

ay.

Whether Merlo killed his wife was
never a major question In the flrst trial
and won't be In the scheduled retrlal.
Merlo shot his wife befare six beauty
shop customers, Including a 5-ycar-old
boy, investigators sald.

“The only issue was whether It was.
first- or second-degree murder or man-
slaughier,” Chopp sald in February.
“He {Merlo) wants to be found (gullty}
on less than flrst-degree so0 he can get.
credit for hls prison time and seck
parole. He is trying to make an issuc on
his state of mind at the time.”

Merlo won his new irlal by arguing
that the judge at his flrst trial gave the
jury bad instructions. The judge told
the jury Merlo had 10 be cenvicted of
Jirst-degree murder unless they felt he
had proved he dlid not intend to kil) his
wife when he entered the beauty shop.

IN 1978, however, a new ruling was
handed down that “said a certaln type
of instruction was not OK,” Chopp sald.
“That (the 1979 ruling) is the only rea-
son, according to Newblait, that Merlo
Is getting a new trial.”

1f Merlo had been convlcied of sec-
ond-degree murder — based on his ar-
gument that when he entered the shop
he did not Intend to kill his wife, but
Yater dld so after becomling enraged —
he could be out of prison teday on
parole. Secend-degree murder does not
carry a sentence of llfe Imprisonment.

In its appeal, the Oakland County
Prosceutor's Office is arguing two ma-
jor issues. The first Is that the judge’s
instructions to the Jury In 1967 were a
“a harmless error.”

“This didn't causc the jury to find
him (Merlo) goilty,” Chopp said.

The second argument (s that “the
Jaw should not be retroactlve — mean-
ing a 1967 verdict shovld not be
changed because of a change in jury in-
structions in 1979," Chopp sald.

The U.S, Supreme Court Is still con-
sldering the questlon of retroactivity of

Fgus is on trailer park

IF THE Farmington Hills City Coun-
cit — on planning comimlssloners’ rec-
ommendatlon — approves the rezoning
request, the moblle home park would
be shut down. "They wlll be glven an
opportunlty ta relocate,” Wolkind sald.

Renters and owners of mobile homes
In the park would be notlficd that the
park would be shutting down, he added,

Thermington Hills Planning Com-
missldas scheduled a publie hearlng
for 7:p.m. Thursday, March 20, to
recelvesidents' comments on a re-
quest fezane four lots, including the
QaklzHills Mobile Home Park, on
Orchal.ake Road.

Thoblic hearing will be in Farm-
Ingtonlls council chambers, 31555 11
Mile.

Mel Kaftan, owner of the 20 acres
frontiiOrchard Lake, is sceking re-
zonlng the property on the cast side
of Orgd Lake, south of 11 Mile, from
singlemily residential (RA-1) to me-
diumjsity, multi-family (RC-2),
Farmien Hills Planner Ed Gardiner
sald. | RC-2 zone allows a building
densif 10 units an acre.

Thaning requested by Kaltan al-
laws | cluster homes. But prelimi-
nary ins call for apartments that
look | eluster homes, sald Harold
WOlkt‘Knlun's attorney.
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Although planning commissioners
are revising the ¢ity's master zoning
plan atong Orchard Lake, Kafton's ve-
zoning request does not conform to
what Is proposed along the thorough-
fare, Gardiner sald.

The moblle home park, while not a
single-famlly residentlal use as zoned
in that area, has been at that locatlon
since at least the carly 1950s — before
city zoning ordinances — and has been

dInasa
use, Gardlner sald.
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Although appeals generally take Jaw, Chopp added.
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COMPLETE
INCOME TAX
SERVICE

Averlll Is « full time, yaar.round, professional tax

service now In its 38th year. In our private offices,

: your retur will be handied by sn experienced tax

. preparer Ina personal, confidentlal and compatent
manner.

We welcoma your phone call
regarding our services and rates
348.3348 533.0121
25074 Hovi Rd. 26201 Grand River
{at Grand Rlvar) (nonr Beach Daly}
Mon.Thurs., 8-8 — Frl.-Sat,, 95
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THE SIZEABLE DIFFERENCE
COLLECTION

'ow Collection of Special Sizes that Prove that the Best Things
nLa Prairie Come in Smaller Packages, too!

b ta Differencel...The Sizeable Difference Coliection of la
brie’s renowned skincare. Each and every product in this
lection contains more than enough to produce a remarkable
lrence in the natural beauty of your skin.

»Sizeable Difference” Coilection has just the right sizes to fit in
Lsmallest bathroom cabinet, or to tuck into a purse...exactly the
{ sizes to take on business and pleasure jaunts.

Prairie Skincare Specialist Linda Hagen will be in our Troy store
P [ ¢ ftati Wednesday, March 19th, 11 am.-5
p.; Thursday, March 20th, 1p.m.-8 p.m.; and Friday, March 21st,
8.m.~4 p.m. Call 643-9000, ext. 361 for your appointment.
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