Down, but not out
Abandoned woman bounces back to Ph.D.

By Terl Banas
slaff writor

In 1968 Wilma Garcia and her husband were liv-
ing in Ferndale and ralsing clght youngsters on his
12,000-a-year tncom Ce Power Co.

But by the next year, the celling had caved in on
ker and the young brood. That was when her hus-
band abandoned the family, leaving her with the
stark realtzation that “as a woman with just a high
schoo! diploma, there was nothing I could do to
make $12,000 a year, not cven prostituticn.”

Abandoned bul not dejected, Garcla applicd for
public assistance and set out to get a college educa-
tion to Imprave her earning potential,

I was one man away from poverty,” she sald,
tooking back. “And 1 learned that the hard way.”

GARCIA TODAY now signs professional docu-
ments “Dr, Garcia” as 2 result of the doctorate in
Jiterature she carned last year from Waync State
Unlversity.

She not only received that first degree, an associ-
ate’s, with help from government loans and part-
time work, but she went on to carn bachelor and
master degrees, as well.

Last Friday, Garcia lestified before the state Sen-
ate Appropriatlons Committee, visiting in Royal
Oak, on the state of public assistance reciplents and
the crisls that faces welfare funding today,

Besldes Garcin, the panel, headed by state Rep.
David Holllster, D-Lansing, also heard from othe

‘As a woman with just a
high school diploma, there
was nothing I could do to
make $12,000 a year, not
even prostitution.’

— Wilma Garcla

“37'S GETTING worse atl the time,” she sald that .
afternoon. “The public is under a false perception
that things are gettlng better, A columnist In the
Free Press Jast week safd that according to a unl-
verslty study we have a social phenomenon now that
people are poor by cholce.

I suppose the poople saying this are the same
people who 20 ycars ago sald women were more
stupid than men because they had smaller brains, or
30 ycars ago said that blacks were more stupld than
whites because of genctic makeup.

. “Now we've got (he same clowns saying people
are poor by choice.”

1 Garcla seems angry, it's because of {rustration,

“This conjures up the image of a mythlcal ADC
mother who wants nothing more than to sit home
and churn out bables for profit. Now, I was there,
and I never met her. And literally, I met hundreds of
ADC mothers.”

Sljll ﬂvl_ng in Ferndale, but now an instructor at

T
women's groups, wellare recip ond of
overburdened private agencles that are desperately
trying to pick up where government is leaving off.

Attorney General
will speak at Ridge

Attorney General Frank Kelley will deliver a talk
on “Consumer Protectlon” at the Smith Performing
Arts Theater on the Orchard Ridge campus of Qak-
land Communlly College at 9:30 am. Tuesday,
March 18.

‘The campus [s on Orchard Lake Road south of I-
696 in Farmington Hllls.

MIchigan's atiorney general for 24 years, Kelley
is noted for developing a consumer protection pro-
gram, promoting clvll rights and civil libertles and
working for controlling crime and drug abuse. He
has supported the Michigan Open Meeting and Free-

" dom of Informatlon acts.

i

His appearance ls part of the college's disiin-
guished speaker serles.

Gage speaks to club

Oakland Cireult Judge Hilda Gage will be speaker

" when the Birmingtiam Republican Women's Club

mcets at 11:30 a.m, Tuesday, March 18, in the Blr-
mingham Community House.

Gage recently was elccted (o the Michigan Judl-
clat Tenure Commission.

Reservatlons for the $7 luncheon may be called to

 Margaret O'Brien at 644-8728,

's Qakland y, Garela Is freg
asked to speak lo civic and government groups
about her experlences, as well as lo education
groups about her expertise in literature,

HER DISSERTATION, “Mothcrs and Others:
Myths of the Female In the Works of Melville;
Twain and Hemlingway,” has been published, She is
actlve In writing circles and has served as a director
of the Oakland-Macomb Writlng Project and her
unlversity's devclopmental writlng program.

She has been Invited to particlpate in college-
sponsored workshops on carcer planning and dis-
placed homemakers. She has served as a resource
person for a support group of welfare recipicnts
based in Royal Qak.

But on this particular day, Garcla turned her wlde
range of Interests to one topic: welfare funding.
Speaking from her own experlences, she sald mov.
Ing {rom soclal dependency to social contributlon
*was 30 hard, but It now becomes impossible when
you see the cuts being made.”

WHEN SHE flrst sought welfare support, her
children's nges ranged from 4 ycars to 17 and so
“they were able to take care of each other,” she sald,
Finding part-time work, first in a neighbor’s supply
store and then in a shoe store, she was not penalized
by the government with reductions In food stamps.

But government rules have changed, becoming
strlcter for today’s reciplents, she sald,

Garela spoke sadly about one young and frustrat-
ed Detroft-arca woman whose story was related to
the scnate committee. The young woman was at-
tending Oakland Community College on a college
grant, but could not afford transportation costs and
therefore walked more than three miles to attend
class at the Royal Oak campus.
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She was raising a child on her own, but when it
was learned that she was recclving $150 to attend
school, her food stamp contributions were eut. She
fater took her own life.

“THESE ARE are the people that are suppose to
dlsappear,” Garcla asked.

She also dlsputes Reagan Adminlstration claims
thal the private sector can plek up where govern-
ment lunding leaves off.

She cited the case of a program for pregnant
teens In Pontiac, where it's estimated 400 girls are
referred annually, It operates partly on government
ns‘slsmnce and partly on “bake sales and garage
sales.

“They're counseling 20 glrls at a time and if they
get cut, they'll have to close.”

A graduate of Oakland Community College, where
she earned an associate’s degree, Garcia recently
was d for an d col-
lege alumnus” honor awarded by the Michlgan Com-
munlity College Assoclation. She is one of 14 noml-
nees, A final selection wilk be made Inter this month,

Fishing clubs meet

The economic impact of sport flshing wlll be the
topic when the Southeastern Michigan Fishing Clubs
meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 18, In the Waterford
Communlty Center, M-59 at Crescent Lake Road.

Doug Jester, program services manager of the
fisheries divislon of the state Department of Natural
Resources, and Ed Mahoney of State Uni-

Monday, March 17, 1080 _O&E

Hearing set.on busing funds

The State Board of Education wiil  at 33500 Van Born Road In Wayne.
hold a public hearing at 10 am. ‘The hearing Is onc of six scheduled
Wednesday, March 19, to dlscuss pro-  across Michigan, -
posed changes in the way the state Written comments can be submit-
offers Lransportation funding to local  ted to the alate department's ofilces
3chool dlistricts, - . at the School Management Services

1t will be In the Wayne Intermedi-  Building, P.O. Box 30008, Lanslng, |’
ate School Distrlet “Discussatorium” __ MI 48909, .
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versity are scheduled speakers.

Trout management and bass condltions atso will
be on the agendn, accordlng to Ron Spitler, DNR
fisheries blologlst,
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