Doctor bids farewell to Farmington area
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Familles. He's been {reatlng the great-
geeat-grandchildren of hls very first
patlents,

1 feel sort of rewarded In my pro-
{-ssion by the fact that so many people
have been loyal. I must have done
something rlght.”

AND IF Halsted's figurlng is rlght on
the mark, he Is the oldest businessman
who has contlnously practlced his pro-
fesslon In the Farmington area.

But his longstanding career In Farm-
ington scems only appropriate. If his

.name rlngs a bell, It should. Halsted
was born on Halsted Road — named

after his ploneering family — (n 1908
In what was then Farmington Town-
ship.

Halsted's wife, the former Helen
Kraeger, is also a Farmington Town-
ship natlve, whose family had long-
standing roots in the community.

Halsted's grandparents — originally

Hills resident to be tried for murder
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ing. Conviction could bring a penalty of
ups ta life in prison,

THE FIRST count alleges premedi-
tated murder, the second that murder
s committed fn the commission of
unnther felony, In this case, arson, in-
vestigators said,

Edwards is free on hond pending ar-
raignment April 2 before Oakland
cannty Circult Judge John O'Bricn, At
rraignment Jan. 31 In 47th District
Court, he pleaded not guilty.

Distriet Judge Margaret Schaeffer of
Farminglon rendered her decision fol-
fowing several days of preliminary ex-
amination testitnany last week. The ar-
son count was added at the request of
Assistant Oakland County Presccutor
"l Fischer,

A mation by defense attorney Nicho-
Tas Smith 1o sequester all witnesses
was granied by Schacffer, with the ex-
ceptlon of the Investigating Farming-
tae 1lills police detective, Darnel
Krause, who was present throughout
the exam.

EDWARDS WAS charged Jan, 31
with two counts of first-degree murder
in his wife’s death, Thc chnrgcs fol-

pathologist and deputy medical exam-
Iner for Washtenaw County, who be-
lieves hicat from the “flash flre" caused
her death. ™I found nothing (In his mi-
croseopic cvaluatlon of tlssuc) that
would Indicate a cause of death,” he
sald. He also noted a 3¢ percent block-
age — signiftcantly lower than the 85
percent reported by Brooks.

I would put fire {on the death certi-
ficate} as a main causc of death,” he
said, with the heart condition as “pres-
ent, but not contributory.”

Marlene Edwards was dressed In
nightclothes when she died, according
1o cxpert testimony, Her body was dls-
covered In the family room In front of
a couch, with an ashtray and .other
smoking paraphernalia nearby. Most of
the damage occurred in the family
room and adfacent areas where an ac-
celerant was poured, according to testi-
mony.

Krause and officer Nuncy Summers
of the Farmington Hjlls Police, Sgt.
Lavern Erickson of the Michigan State
Police Fire Marshal's Divlsion, a Mich-
Igan State Police lab technictan, and
several neighbors and others present at
the fire took the stand to give testimo-
ny of their versions of the flre, test re-
sults from fire samples, and Intervicws
and with the

lowed an
determination of arson hy Farmington
Hills police detectives and investiga-
tors from the Michigan State Police.
The arson determination caused the

IN WIIAT officials called “the most
damaging testimony,” one ncighbor
said she saw the 54-year-old defendant
leaving the HIlls neigh-

Oakland County Medical
Bill Brooks, 1o change the Edwards
death certificate to reflect an “on-
- determined” cause of death on Jan. 21,
I was convinced this fire was irreg-
. ular and there was graphie evidence of
'. the potentlal for an arsoncide,” the
! medical examiner testified. “1 have to
l deal with odds, probability and what Is
 duferred and reasonable. There i3 a
" good case for arson, knowing these
 things are commonly contrived.
| "There is reason tu believe [ erred in
' jndgment.”
| Brooks originally said Marlene Ed-
\\':\rds died of natural causes, due to an
5 percent blockage in the left coro-
umy artery, which caused a heart at-
tdck. His continued belief is that Mar-
lene Edwards dled before the fire be-
gon, but he [s now unsure how It oc
«nrrnd he said.

TIIERE WAS no evidence of braln
licinorrhage, bone fractures, Inhalatlon
4f'gas or soot, or unusual clevatlon of
eirbon monoxide In thie body accarding
to autopsy results, Brooks said.

Hobert Hendrix, a privately employed

~erant,
Conflicting testimony came lmmh‘DamagHo—lloo surfaces

borhood, near Elght Mile, at approxi-
mately 5:50 p.m. Oct. 14, moments be-
fore another ncighbor said he noticed
the smoke and flames at the rear of the
Edwards’ two-story, frame house,

Edwards told police he ledt the house
at about 4:50 pm. for a trip to the
store, returalng at about 6 p.m. to find
his house on fire, according to testimo-
ny from Krause. He also told police of-
{icials be attempted to enter the house
and phune for help, but no witnesses
5aW him center, according to testlmony.

In copflicting statements o police
the defdndant first said he was gonc
when hl§ wife arrived home, then sald
he was ome alonc with his wlfe and
they had “had words” about family
matters before he left for 1hc store,
Krause testified, \

Lengthy, testimony regarding the al-
leged arson was heard from Erlckson,
whose !esllmony was alded by a dla-
gram of the'house and 47 exhlbit photos
detalling thelextremely hot, low-burn-
Ing flre that’slgnals use of an(accel-

according tohis testimony, '
the
reaks

kitchen, family recom\kitchen

liSpa reopené pending an appeal
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{ ington. Senlencing is pending. The
wumen were cmployees at Osaka and
T'okyo. Trlals for arrested Sun employ-

ces are scheduled for early May.

Osaka's owner pleaded gullty last

week to one count of a misdemeanor

'y 7oning violation, with other counts of

Hloltering, and of aiding and abetting

dismissed.

Pleas of no contest were accepted in

- | @s-
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‘Cancel your lawn ser\v e.
Scotts. just made lawn care e3 sier!

the late January tria) of three fémile

Korean employees of thelKelkq spa.
Each was sentenced immedfately|td 90
days in jail and a $500 flne ajthougl the
Jail term was suspended In fyvor &f ane
year's probation.

Trials for the remalning Aine people
are still pending.

At the time of the ralds, golige al
tlcketed and released seveny njen for
Ioltering In a place of illegq pa-

tlon, Dwyersald.

A
i3 (=

fast nook and a portion of the hallway
showed “spolling of concrete" and
“decp charrlng and alligatoring” of-
wood surfaces. “It's my opinion an ac.
celerant was applicd and ignlted,” he
added, He had “no opinion” about
where the fire was Lnitially tgnited.

TWO SAMPLES laken from the fire
site “revealed a multi-component hy-
drocarbon In the range of kerosenc or
charcoal starter,” according to Sgt.
Gweneth White, a lab technician at the
Michlgan State Police laboratory in

Madlson Helghts. In many fire cases, -

traces of this type of accelerant have
already burned away, she added.

The discovery was made on a portlon
of the basement doorsill and in grout
{rom tlle In front of the basement door.

Defense atiorney Smith declared
there was “woelully Inadequate evl-
dence” to hind the matter over for trl-
al, and that there is “not one sclntilla of
evidence" regarding motlve.

“Arson was perpeirated based on
Sgt. Ericksen's testimony,” Schaeffer
commented before rullng. “There is
mare than sufficlent evidence to find
that Mr. Edwards was (nvolved with
the fire.

“The motive Is a ilttle less clear.”

Edwards was worklng the midnlght
shlft at the time of the (lre. He Is a
computer parts designer for Ford Mo~

tor Ca,

Offlctals believe the flre started
shorily before 6 p.m. Oct. 14, When
fireflghters arrlved about 6:15 p.m., af-
ter being dispatched, heavy smoke was
pouring from the arches along the front
of the house, Flames were visible along
the rear lawer level, The flre was ex-
ingulshed withln 35 minutes, investi-
gators said alter the fire.

from New York — moved to Michigan
and began what became a well-known
apple farm near the divt road that now
bears their name.

“My grandfather declded it he could
raise apples In New York, he cﬂuldnl
see why not in Michigan."

Halsted's decision to become a physl-
clan wasn't made until just before his
college graduation, yet his cholce
scemed appropriate for a young stu-
dent intercsted in sclence and partieu.
larly math.

‘The one thing he was sure about was

that he dld not Itke to plck apples and
dldn'l really enjoy farm life.

My father didn’t care for plcking
apples, and I didn't cliher. By the Ulme
I got through (with medical school), the
farm was sort of declining a blt. The
help situation became hard,

ALTHOUGH MEDICINE has pro-
gressed since the start of his career,
Halsted Is d he "had th
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practicing medicine and helping pa-
tients in a tess formal and institutional
atmosphere.

“There fsn't that close assoclation
any more. Just to talk to the doctor
somectimes makes you feel better, 1
never thought of this as financlal. You
were treating lllnesses and treating

people. Your best utlsfacllvn was sees

ing people recover.”

Halsted had office hours, iucludlnz
nights, so patients working all shifts
could see the doctor on their own time
instead of getting out of work. Appoint-
ments weren't necessary, Halsted took
patlents generally in the order of
whose bus would come first to plck
them up.

“A 1ot of peaple criticized me for not
making appointments. But people don't
get sick by appelntment,” he sald.

IN THE days before answerlfig ma-
chines and becpers, Halsted relled on

tunity to practice medicine dur]ng Its
golden years. I wlll mlssit."

When he began practicing family
mediclne in the post-Depression ycars
of the mid-1930s, he charged patients
75 cents for an offlce visit and $1.50 for
a house call.

“I have secn a ot of changes, When [
staried, a third of all pneumonia pa-
tlents died.

“Todny, with the true pneumonia, it's
rarc If any of them died. The scleace of
mediclne has progressed, But It's be-
coming a problem now. The modern-
day doctor treats lab findings. We were
{augm to dlagnose on history and phys-

Halsted says he llked lhc old way of
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the local operator to let him
know when semeone needed his help.

“The telephone operator used to
know your hangouts so you didn't necd
an answerlng service, If you were
golng away, all you had to do was call
the telephone operator.””

Another change witnessed by Halst-
ed is the cost of practicing medicine.
When he began his carcer, Halsted paid
$35 a year for malpractice Insurance,

‘oday, the cost of insurance is one of
the reasons he decided to retire.

“It's gotten so that with malpractice
(insurance) . . . financlally, it wasn't

worth my while, I was just about
breaking cven, That's the worst thing I
see with the system, Malpractice insur-
ance s 23 limu as much as It was jm
11 years ago.”

0 modern movement to contain
hcallh care cowts, particularly with the'
of Health

Organlzations (HMOs), also played n
role in his retirement decislon,

“Everyone has lost a certaln nu.mber .
of patients. But even the patient has no
cholee. All of the doctors are flnding it
more diffleult"”

But Halsted says his age also was n
laclor ln !lnnlly declding to retlre,

“It's time 1 xul out It gets nerve-;

wrackling in a way,”

ALTHOUGH RETIRED since Feb,
15, Halsted hasn't quite finished works *
Ing yet. He's been busy tying up lm *
ends — sending patlents’ recor
new doctors and geitlng financlal re..
cords in order. When the work is com-
plete, Halsted isn't worrled about find-
Ing things to keep himself busy.

He still works [n the garden at. his .
home In downtown Farmington that he
and his wife have lived in thelr entlre:
married llfe. .

A onc-time active collector of al-.
bums and now compact discs of classi;
cal musle, Halsted still sets aside time
for him and his wife lo take In a few
concerts, And then there's the plano
and organ that still capture his inter-.
est

“I always {Ind things to do," he sald.
1 just haven't gotten straightened out
yet. I guess we'll take short trips, We
h:vc always liked going to Traverse
ty."

One thing Halsted is definltely sure
about Is that he refuses to sell his home
and move to Florida, like many re-
tirces.

“I would hate to be around only old
people. Ilike people of all ages.”
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