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Clarenceville

Clar offleials are

with the results of the district’s first
w?h pol llt.;ncy tests,

¢ basic skills (ests, In reading,
math and writing, were glven to all
nlnth- and 10th-grade students in the
distrlet in October, November and De-
cember 1985, Results were presented
to the Clarenceville Board of Educa-
Uon at Its last meeting. The district

takes In parts of Livonia, Farmington
Hills and Redford Tawnship.

“l was not surprised,” Superlntend-
ent Michael Shibler said. “I kncw that
the klds would do comparatlvely well.

“They (the tests) did what they were
supposed ta do,” he said. “They identl-
ficd some weaknesses and the skill
level of our students.”

students make the grade

*[ think they did show whal they
were supposed to show,” sald DeWayne
Nutter, Clarenceville High Schoot prin-
cipal.

THE HIGHEST scorcs were record-
od in reading and the lowest in math,
both in the fall and tn pitat tests given
to a random sampling of students last
spring. Seventy percent was set as the

Schools eye tax earnings

By Mary Klemlc
staff wrllor

The Clarenceville School District
wants lis member communlties (o pay
back the amount the communlties have
carned In interest on school tax collec-
tions from the past slx years.

Al its meeting Thursday, the
Clarenceville Board of Edueation di.
rected the adminlstraton to send a let-
ter'on the subject to the city of Livonin
and continue pursulng It frem there,
The district includes parts of Livonla,
Redford Township and Farmington
Hills.

Livonla ecarned approximately
$5,396.93 In interest on the 1985 sum-
mer tax collectlon for Clarencevitle,
according to the district,

“We really haven't done any real cal-
culatlons on it,” sald Edward Sallsz, as-
slstant superintendent of school busi-
ness affairs, “All I'm asking the board
for is permission to sit down with the
citics and talk to them about It and sce
it we come to 2 mutual agreement. We
want to do It in a fair way. As employ-
eesof taxpayers, we should fellow our
obligatlons.”

The Livonla Publlc Schools distrlet is
walting for a tegal apinlon on the Issuc
frotn its attorncy, sald James Carli,
Livonla’s assistant superintendent for
operations.

Depending on the oplnlon, “We will
begin to have some dialogue with both
:nlu; clties {Llvonin and Westland),” Car-

said.

MUNICIPAL governments collect
taxes for schoo) districts and can hold
onto the money for 15 days, accumulat-
ing the sum in hank accounts, hefore
distributing it to the districts, Munlei-
patitles had been kecping the Interest
‘arned on these shorl-term accounts.

But districts clalmed in recent years
that the Interest belongs to them be-
cause it §s carned (rom the invesiment
of their tax tnoney. Last November, the
Court of Appeals agreed wlth the
schools when it ruled In a case on the
matter Involving the Grand Rapids
School District and the city of Grand
Rapids.

*1 was asking for It {lve ycars ago.
but nolhing was being done about it,”
Salisz said.

It went to court. All the school dis-
tricts said yeah, that the interest must
Iollow the principal,” he sald.

THE COURT concluded that state
law doesn't address the issue of who
gots the Invested carnings. In Decem-
ber 1985, state Rep. Willis Bullard, -
Novi, intreduced a bll) that would spec-
ity that the munictpalitics should keep
the interest. The bill was still in com-
mittee as of last week.

A simllar bill, intreduced by state
Sen, Norman Shinkle, R-Monroe, went
before the Senate Finance Commitee
Wednesday, This hill would allow the
cliles 1o keep all of the interest bul
would return the money to the schools
afer {lve business days.

Fiiling deadline nearing

The deadline is approaching o de-
clare your candidacy for one of two
seats opening on the Farmington Board
of Education,

Trusices whose terms are expiring
on the seven-member board are Janice
Rolnick and R. Jdack Inch. Both are
cordpleting thelr second four-year
terms and both have announced their
intention to seck re-clection. The only
person to Hle a petition so far is Paul
Blizman of Herndonwood Drlve.

Prosp hool board
must be at least 18 and registered vot-

ers. Nominatlng petitions, signed by at
least 20 registered district voters, must
be filed by 4 p.m. Thursday, April 7.

Petitions are avajlable from admin-
istrative assistant Scott Bacon In the
Lewis B. Schulman Adminlstrative
Center, 32500 Shlawassce, Farmlington,
belween 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. week-

days.

The Jast day to register to vote in the
Monday, June 9, clectlon is Monday,
May 12. Absentee ballots will be avail.
able after May 20 at the Administra-
tive Center.

passing score after the pllot tests were
piven,

*I knew math would be the most dif-
ficult,” Shibler said. “There were story
; and thinking-type ¢
‘They gave some of our algebra stu-
dents a little bit of a challenge as well.”

*“The students could do the computa-
tion, but when they had to read the
problem and put 1ogether the informa-
1jon In 2 certain form, they had diffi-
culty,” Nutter suid.

Beginning with the Class of 1988,

Clarenceville students must pass the
three tests, as well as meet all other

. graduation requirements, before they

The committee adjourned untll afier
the Easter racess, Bullard sald. He said
a compromlsc between school and city
groups may be reached In the mean-
time.

Llvonia recelves an agreed fee of
about $11,000 from Clarencevllle for
collectlon of the summer tax levy, or
$3.60 per statement, according to Sal-
Isz.

“We want to be cooperative but we
want them to know we're not sleeplng
here,” he sald.

can receive a high school diploma. The
tests are the result of a district survey
that Indicated that BB pereent of the
1,200 respondents wanted ther.

The tests measure cighth-grade-Jevel

NINTH AND 10th graders who took
the reading test In October had almost
identical results. Ninety-two percent of
the ninth graders (103 out of 112), and
93 percent of the 10th graders (100 out
of 110), who took the test, passed It.

The math lest was given to 108
ninth-grade and 113 10th-grade siu-
dents in November, Thirty-six percent
(39 sgudents) of the ainth graders and
62 percent (70 students) of the 10th
graders passed it.

Onc-hundred ninth graders ang 116
10th graders took the writing test In
December., This test included gram-
mar, punctuation and vocabulary, Slx-
ty-five percent of the ninth-grade stu-
dents passed it, as did 75 percent (87
total) of the 10th-grade students.

THE PILOT reading tests were giv-
en to 44 cighth-grade and 52 pinth-

tave

the eighth graders (33 total) passed the
pilot test. OF the 11 students who fallul
it, four failed It again In October. Nine
1y percent of the ninth graders (47
tal) passed the pllot test. Of the fi
who failed it, three falled it again in - *
October, .
A total 48 clghth-grade and 45 ninth
grade students took the pitat inatl
tests, Of these, 54 percent (26 students)
of the eighth graders and 71 perceut (32
students) of the ninth graders passed it <~
“Ten eighth-grade students and 13 ninUi-
grade students who failed the pilot fest ™"
falled It again in Nevember. -
Farty-nine eighth-grade amt 43 -
ninth-grade  students took the pilal %
writlng tests. Sixty-three pereent of the -+
cighth graders and 74 percent of the
ninth graders passed it. Ten of the 14
cighth graders, and five of the 11 njutl
graders who failed the pilot test failee ©*

skills. Students who fail any one of the
three tests in the first semester of cach
schoo) year must take remedial classes
in the second semester. The tests will
be repeated each year, and are given to
senjors twice, Parents will be notified
of the results after cach test s taken.

grade studeats, Seventy-five percent of
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NEW 1986 SPECTRUM
Stk. No. 4057

LOW PRICES

LARGE SELECTION

LOW FINANCING

AVAILABLE
ON MOST
_ MODELS!
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FINANCING
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IN TOWN!

Open for Breakfast Bar
Every Saturday and Sunday
at7:00 a.m.

ALL YOU CAN EAT!

We give you the best
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Safurday, March 22 -
. 2:30pmd 7:30pm
+ W. Bloomileld High .
" Schoot Auditorium

YOU DESERVE, SEE...
- * Adulls 1500,
. Children '3.00. -
* Fot futher information
. 661-2430

2198 Haggerty » Walled Lake M.ON'&.LHURS'
624-45 00 TUES..\Q!{ED. FRI,




