Teacher was big fan of kids

By Loralne McClish
statt writer

Beity Ellen Johnston, born in Farmington 60
years age and for a ltong while “teacher to cvery
Hittle girl growlng up in Farmington who wanted to
dance,” died Sunday alternoon In Slnal Hospltal of
Detroil after a massive heart attack.

The quate comes {rom Dlane Hofsess, now a co-

Signs draw spotlight

In consldering two sign variance requests, Farm-
ington Clty Council voted March 17 to table one
application and deny Lhe second.

Iumnist for The Detrolt News, one of the many “lit-
tle girls” who took after-school and Saturday les-
sons In the Betty Johnston Dance Stydlo from the
dancer, whose teaching caveer spanned 38 years.
Johnston knew she wanted to be a dance teacher
after her own flrst lesson in Farmington, and was
proud that some students who staried thelr lessons
with her at age 3 stayed with her Lhrough high

school.

She taught tap, jazz and ballet in her studlos on
Grand River for 22 years and owned and operated
another studlo In Birmlngham. She turned the busl-
ness over to her son, Eric, when the studlo in Farm-
ington was moved o Farmington Road and she an-
nounced her seml-retirement In 1984. .

As part of her semi-retirement, she served as co-
%nlerminmunl director, with Erie Johnston, for the

Ray Lucas, 23290 F Road,

Festival In 1984 and 1985,

a
sign varlance for a proposed 18-square-foot, four-
{oot-high sign to replace the cxisting, rotting pole
slgn. The building is owned by John Anhut of Farm-
ington Hills.

‘The request was discussed and Labled, according
to Farmington City Clerk Joscphine Bushey.

Mike Nikolowskl, 23350 Farmington Road, owner
of Mike's Cleancrs and Tailors, asked that he be
allowed to place a 1-by-2-foot sign advertlsing shirt
service In front of his business for three months,
Nlkolowskl also requested the councii assign specli-
fc parking spaces {or hls business,

“Prior to the current sign ordinance, the down.
town district and other commercial districts were
filled with real estate-type and A-frame signs,” ac-
cording to an admlnlstrative report to the council.
»Councit elected — by ordinance — to prohltit this
type sign. To grant the variance as requested would
be a fnajor departure from council’s previous posi-
tion."

Both the sign varjance and parking designation
requests were denied by the councll,
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Johnsion was an active member and past presi-
dent of Nada Musical Assoclation of Danee Teach-
ers, and & member of St. Martin Eplscopal Church
in Detroit.

JOINSTON was born June 26, 1925, to Elmer
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and Myrtle Goetz, Graduatlng from Farmington
High School in 1942, she studled dance In New York
before retuening home to begln teache
ing. She was marricd to Wiillam Johnston Sr., who

and Chicage
died In 1976,

She is survived by two sons, Erle and William,
2

and one brother, Rabert Goel

Eric Johnston returned to teach In his hometown
and carry on In his mother’s tradition after a suc-
cessful carecr a8 a world-class ballet doncer with
the National Ballet of Mexico and the London Bal-

let Theater.

Wilitam Johnston Is an English and specch teach-

er for Milford Public Schools.

Services were held Wednesday in St.” Martin
Eplscopal Church. The Rev. Robert Miller officlat-

ed. Burlal was in Oakland Hills Cemetery, Novl.
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Celebrate the Joy of Easter
Sunday, March 30th
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Betty Johnllnn' and her son Eric In 1983, In thelr then-now dance

studlo on Farmington Road.
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:Open for Breakfast Bar
Every Saturday and Sunday
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We give you the best
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very interesting ways \
. you can find a doctor. ™\
Youcan ask friends, relatives or ™
co-workers for a recommendation,
Since there are as many opinions as
there are people, you may end up
with a confusing collection of names
and phone numbers. Without having
the slightest idea of who the doctors

You may also choose to open up
your telephone book and, well -

PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL .
PHYSICIAN REFERRAL SERVICE

J424-3999

AN

and personal.

Or you can call Providence
- Hospital's Physician Referral Service
at 424-3999. It's quick, professional

When you call the Physician
Referral Service, we'll help you find a
doctor close to your home or where
you work. We'll put you in touch with
physicians specializing in all areas of
medicine. And if you prefer a male or
female doctor, we'll see to it your
preference is met. Most importantly,
when you call the Physician Referral
Service, you'll be put in touch with
physicians who have a strong affil-
jation with one of Michigan's.
leading hospitals—Providence.
Save yourself from the time-
consuming frustration of
finding a doctor. Call
Providence Hospital's Physician
Referral Service at 424-3999and
get the sound, professional advice
you need in finding a qualified
physician.
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