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Titan relishes
Devils’ delight

O MANY WAYS to rate success. Consider
the follawing scenerlo and try to imagine
what Greg Wendt must be thinking. Then
prepare {or something quite diffecent.

Wendt was expected to lead University of
Detroit's hasketball team Inta contention for the
Midwestern Collegiate Conference (MCC) title.
‘The team’s success seemingly balanced on his
performance.

That assessment proved Inaceurate. Wendt
struggled carly and never was the consistent
offensive foree he hoped to be, that he thought
he could be,

Tut U-D still suceceded, and even though his
shats weren't falllng, Wendt did his share. He
rebounded with authority, played defense
expertly, and passed with precision.

And the Titans won, Aficr a slugglsh 5.7 start,
they succeeded In eight of thelr next 11 games.
Seven of those wins, and just one loss, came In
MCC play. They beat Xavler, the prescason title
favorite, twlce. They beat Iowa State — a team
Michigan fans will remember —~ and battled
Kansas evenly before falling by nine.

THEN, AS WENDT described It, “The floor
caved in on us.” Back-10-back-to-back-to-back
defeats, all to MCC opponents. U-D fell from the
conference lead. Its stay in the MCC tournament
lasted two games, a win over Evansvilte
fotlowed by a loss (for the third time in three
meetings} {o St. Louls.

Xavier won the MCC's berth to the NCAA
tournament. And Wendt?

he sald, then added, “1 would have rather gone

10 a {NCAA) regional somewhere.”

That's the breaks. The Titans were left to plan
their future and commiserate thelr 1415 season,
And as Wendt, vacatlonlng in Florida, mulled
over his final campaign at U-D, he tuned in the
- NCAA tournament on TV,

Watching that and trylng not to think what-

" might-have-been would be dlfflcult for any of
the Titans. It was different for Wendt, Because
there, In tiving color on national TV, was the
tournament favorite and No. 1 team In the
nation: the Duke Blue Devils, the team Wendt
Iefi to come to U-D.

WIIEN WENDT went {rom Livonla to Duke
after graduating trom Redford Catholic Central
In 1981, he was thought to be part of a rebullding
process, He performed well as a freshman, but
then Coach Mike Krzyzewskl brought in a
recruiting class that included Johnny Dawkins,
Mark Alarie, Jay Bllas and Davld Henderson.

‘Those names sound familiar? They should,
They arc the reasons Duke is No, 1, Wendt's
playing time as a sophomere dimlinlshed, and
wlth It went his desire (o remain a Blue Devil.
l{lc was a basketball player, and he wanted to
play,

Antagonism, even regret, would be natural —
perhaps even expected — from Wendt. His
former mates are still in the hunt for a national
title, They were on national television almost
cvery week 1his season, while U-D's games were
picked up occasionally by Channel 62.

Logle dictates second-guessing. But Wendt
won't. In retrospect, his transfer stlll makes
perfect sense to hlm.

“I watch Duke all the time, whenever they're
on TV,” the 6-foot-6 forward sald, “because
still have a lot of fricnds there, We went through
aJot of the same things together.,

*“I have no regreis. I'm happy (o see them do
well. There are no grudges. After we beat
Memphis State last year and got a lot of
publicity for it, Coach K{Krzyzewskl) sent me a
nlcﬁ Tetier saylng he was glad to see me doing so
well,”

Had Wendt stayed at Duke, he would have
graduated last year. And, he is certaln, bad he
stayed he would “probably be working on Wajl
Street somewhere, I would bave played only 10
minutes a game for them,"”

Stl), transferring [rom a potential national
champlun sounds like solld evldence for
commitment to a mental hospltal, But as Wendt
noted, "When I teft, the team was 1117, It
wasn't ltke they were on top of the world.”

ANYWAY, HE hasn't done badly at U-D. He
averaged more than 36 minutes a game this
season, instead of 10, He scored 13.9 polnts,
grabbed 7.3 rebounds and dished out theee
_ assists per contest.

And even though his shooting percentages

- lagged (45.5 nt from the floor, §5.2 percent
{rom the free throw linc), Wendt dld well enough
te carn all-MCC honors for the second-straight

. year and keep a longtime dream alive: a chance
lo play pro basketball.

I thought 1 dld have a good year," he sald. "I
didn't have the kind of scason T had hoped for,
but it wasn't bad.

“Right now, what I really want todo s play

1 went to Fart Lauderdale for spring hreak,”
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Mercy's Terri Ford is a versatlle runner who will be counted on in
the Marlins’ Catholic League champlonship plans.

CC contingent

makes waves

By Brad Emons
‘stafi writor

Redford Catholle Central is always
noted for Its prowess In cross country,
wrestling, football and basketbalt,

Despite little fanfare, the Shamrock
swim team continucs to make waves on
a statewide leve), flnlshing 10th recent-
ly at the Class A meet after winning
the Cathotie League title for the third
stralght year.

In DeLerls Yager's 20 years as CC
coach, the Shamracks have been among
the top 10 on nine different oceasions.

Arca coaches gathered recently to
select the best ameng QObserverland.
CC captured four of 11 first-team
berths.

The remaining first-team and at-
large picks have been filled by teams
out of the 12-team Western Lakes Ac-
tlvities Assoclatlon, one of the top
swim clrcuits in the state.

League champlon Plymouth Salem
grabbed three spots as did fellow
WLAA. members North Farmington
and Llvonta Stevenson,

Introducing the 1985-86 All-Area
boys swim team:

FIRST TEAM

Sean McDarmon. Catholic Contral,
200-yard freestylo: A sonios, McDaimall was
the Catholx: League chan\p-m 0 ihe 200 and 500
freosh
N :uﬂbm Yimes in Ihose evonts wor 3:48.0 and
1.3, 1
The Srurrwncll capiain slso ptnynd o hoy icie by
CG's record-broaking 200 modiey felay Lquad.

John Jonsun. Wastland John Glann,
200 IM: A pnior, Jenson was Glonn's top
‘Swimener, quaklying 1o tha slate moet In lout ditfer-
ontovents.

The 1eam capiain, Jenson finished ninin at xm
slate moot i 1he 200 IM wit & bost Time o

200.51
He uoc 1he leagua rocord in 1ho 200 IM &t the
WLAA moel and 100k 36c0nd kn 1he 500 troestyle.
3120 hokds two $Chodt records.
Sooﬂnq a 4.0 grode poinl svorape, Jensen's
Seadership quallies wra unmatched. pcoiding to

swimming
rankings

fotmance of the 50850n by winning the Class A ik
wath 466.35 poinla o0 11 dives,

Tha Canton co-captain halds school and league
marks for gng. He was named team MVP w0
siraght yoors.

John Kovach, Cathollc Cenical, 100
bulterily: At the siale meot, Kovach h
thied in tho 100 bulleilly {52.29) and thid In the
100 backatroke {54.5).

he G funior was S0 league champion i bath

1he butterfly And backstroke, He holds fous Catho-
L Loaqm 1ecords and thiee CC paok records.

Kod Mo "hatdesi workor 00 the team™ by his
cmm D Kovach sk also a mormbar of GG secevd
$alling 200 modioy rolsy squad.

Mike Buattl, Nnrlh Farmington, 100
{recstylo: A sorior, Buatl) posted an area best in
Iha 100 Ireasty’o wilh a tima of 48.37.

‘He holds the WLAA record In the 100 and added
an area best tene of 21, 14 in N 50 lroostyle.

uatll Roids thiee varslty records and was &
membet of Norih's record-satting 400 freottyte te-
12y squad.

Mike Tumey, North Farmington, 500
froastyle: \'m-ay was tha arog's top
e 06 500 wih s fim Of 4492+

At tha Class A meet, Tumey finishad teventh n
(o 200 freestyle (1: (e '16) andsixihin mcsoo

He 0130 holds WLAA records In the
treestyle and .ncho:ad Norih's mudumnq 400
tioastyla telay squac

1 tha 15-18 upe calegory, Tumey hokds tong
course 10¢ord In tha 800 asd 1,000-mater froos-
1yles.

oo Snundms, Livonla S!ovunsnn.
100 backstroko: ony o
dons’ mnmmm munwmauwu

The Glevenson standout won both ihe 100 but-
toctly (53.8) and 100 backsiroks st the WLAA
meet. Ho als0 swam [or Sievenson's medioy selay

~3quad st 1he state meot.

1 o0e groal hid fo coach, ® said Stevon-
wn:oummmckm 'M-ﬂlnmum«
matched.”

Jim Surowiec, Catholle Gonlrul, 100
braaststroke: A junior, Suowiee 1-
year-oid Cathoie anue tocorg h lho mu

Raiders face a new
challenge in WLAA

By Larry O'Conner
statl wrller

North Farmington's glrls track team, along with
Westland John Glenn's and Livonla Franklin's,
have sought asylum in the Western Lakes Activities
Assoclation from the Northwest Suburban League
this season.

«Some place to take up refuge.

The Ralders now have (o contend with the llkes
of Livonla Stevenson, Plymouth Salem, Plymouth
Canton, elc. . . . Anyway, you get the pleture,

But, while It certainly won't be a plenic for the
Ralders, coach Ralph Temby is optimistic just the
same. Last season, his squad posted a 7-2 dual-meet
record In the NSL. North Farmington fInlshed sec-
ond behind Joha Glenn in the league meet.

*“We know this league is very competltive,” said
‘Temby. “We're Jooklng forward to the chailenge.”

With only two natable losses, high-jumper Chris
Carrier and shot-putter Beth Bryne, the Raiders
have some experlence back, Yet only five senlors
dot the rosier as a good portion (33 in fact) of the
55-member squad is made up of {reshmen,

In the fleld events, the Raiders have Nancy
Cothiran to 1oss the shot put and discus. There's also
the Spengler twins of Terrl and Tammy, who both
participate in the long jump and high jump. Plus,
both also run In the sprint events. Wendy Love re-
turns as a long jumper and a sprinter.

The middle distance cvents are well-represenied
by Marla Feldman and Kathy Koteras. Allee Jewell
and Wendy Nevers are both back as distance
runners.

FARMINGTON MERCY

Only three things matter to Farmington Mercy
this scason.

Unfortunately for the Marilns, Dearborn Divine
Chlld and Redford Bishop Borgess are two of them.
Mercy coach Bob Kirkland is cxpecting yet another
three-team battle for the Catholic League cham-
plonship.

Last scason, with a 6-1 dual-meet mark, the Mar-
lins won the Catholic League Central Divislon title.
Divine Child and Bishop Borgess, though, prevented
lhe Marllns Irom doing the same In the lcague

lt's also three losses that have Kirkland con-

_girls track

cerned. Gone are all-area hurdler Tracey Balog,
distance runner Ellen McCarthy and shot putter
Aimee DePotter.

Balog took care of the hurdles events last season,
and McCarthy brought the Marlins plenly of flrsts
in the distance events.

Balog's sister, Carric Balog, returns to glve some
help in the 300-yard low hurdles. Hut there's still
some holes,

“We're looking for somehody in the distance
events,” sald Kirkland. “Ellen McCarthy ran in all
of them last scason. The blg steength Is Terrl Ford.”

Ford, a versallle performer, does everything ex-
cept drlve the bus on read trips. She runs in the 100+
and 200-meter events, all of the relays and is a high
Jjumper to boot.

Glving her a nudge is sophomore Andrea Clark,
who runs the quarter mile and sprints.

Back are distance runners Moira Kordel and
Barb Cheancy, along with discus thrower Heather
Acmisegger.

FARMINGTON HARRISON

In terms of depth, Farmington Harrison doﬂnl

" have much on iis glrls track team.

Yet coach Mark Babeock stlll thinks It's enough
to bury a few teams thls scason. The Hawks, a
Class B schoot, have only 25 tracksiers to compeie
against the likes of Plymouth Salem and Livonia
Stevenson.

“We're small compared to most schools,” sald
Babeock. “It works for us. We get a lot done with
Just 25 on our team. There's a Jot more indlviduat
coaching.”

Some of the top individuals to coach Include hur-
dler Jenny Holcomb, who was a state qualifier tast
season for the Hawks. She also runs on the sprint
relay teanr,
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pro ball. I want to see how far I can take it s cCponol.
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