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Developers want to
convert ( illo
School District's va-
cant Westbhrook Ele-
mentary School on
the east side of
Osmuns in Farminglon
Riiis Into senior clti-
zen housing. But the
schoal sits In a
neighborhood  with
unpaved roads and
no diract access to a
major thoroughtare,
Neighborhood resi-
dents oppose the de-
veloper's rozoning
request becausa of
the roads and accoss
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Housing for elderly .eyewd |

by Joonne Maliszowaki
siaff writer

Developers who are behind a move to convert a vacant school in
the south-end of Farmington Hills into senlor citizen housing have
heen sent back to the drawling board. :

Farmington Hills City Counel) last week postponed-a decision
untll April 21 on a reqguest to rezone the Clarenceville School Dis-
trict’s old Westbrook Elementary School on Osmus from single-
famlly residential (RA-3) to elderly housing resldentlat district
{RCE}. The clght-acre parce) ls cast of Osmus, belween Salvador
and Junction; ..

Council's actlon followed a public hearlng during which nearby
residents expressed concern about the possibllity of senlor housing

. in the old school that does not have access to a major thorough-
fare, as required under the RCE zone.

Council members lold developer Jeff While they were willlng to
constder the old school for scnior housing if he could develop an
alternative plan that would help solve potential traffle problems
on the unpaved roads in the nelghborhood and provide better ac-
cess 10 a major road for senlor citlzens.

White told council ke belleves senlor housling is the best option
for the old nelghborhood school beeause the elderly prefer living in
residential arcas. Rents most EHkely would be less than $380 a
month, he sald. In August 1985, planning commisstoners denicd
White's request (o rezone the property for apartments.

BUT CITY planners referred to zoning requirements that call

“The accesslbility: factor is very great. I feel very concerned
that we would end up creating a sltuation where the elderly would
he trapped,” he sald.

Resldents of the Scetion 34 neighborhiood west of Orchard Lake,
north of Eight Mite and south of M-102, cchoed concerns similar 10
Sever's,

Although resldents malntalned they are not opposed to senior
citizen housing, they are opposed to it at the vacant school because
of the condition of the roads in the nelghborhood and lack of ac-
Cess.

“YOU ARE going to put senjors in there and they'll be forgot-
ten.” sald resident Diane Bannlster, roferring to lack of access.
Single-family housing is the best option for the acreage, she ndded.

Farmington Hills Planning Commissioners in February recom-
mended denlal of White's rezoning request, Commissioners denled
the request because the proposed zonitng does not conform to the
city's master zoning plan, Inadequate road access and that the
zaning would be Incompatible with other existing uses in the neigh-
borhood. In Octoher 1995, the zonlng board of appeals alse denied
the developer's request for a use varlance (o allow senior citlzen
housing (n the school.

Bul the majorlly of council members held out hopz that some-
thing cauld be worked out so the vacant schoo) and acreage can be
vsed for senlor citizens.

“1 bappen to belleve the building Is there and something should
be done with It,” Councilwoman Jan Dolan said. “Senlor housing is
certainly a logical use for it.” *

Ce

for senior citizen housing Lo have aceess to a major 34 3

Councilmen Ben Marks and Terry Sever epposed councll’s ac-
tion. Marks said he preferred to see single-famlly homes con-
strueted on the site. The property could be rezoned for smaller
lols, ‘allawing for a greater number of homes on the eight-acre
schoo) parcel. “IUs important (o me that we malntaln the charac-
ter of the nelghborhood,” he sald. .

Sever opposed councll’s actlon because of the unpaved roads,
and lack of access to a major thoroughfare where senior citizens
could shop. Sever sald he would approve the request only if de-
velopers agreed 1o lmprove roads near the school.
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Joan Dudley agreed. I don't think we have to
{urn this proposal dawn. I am not ready to act on this, Lheard irom
the residents an open-mindedness. I hear an attltude out of the
proponents that they want to cooperate.”

BOTH COUNCILMAN Donn Walf and Mayor Joe Alkateeb fa-
vored senfor housing. But both cautloned that the cliy's zoning
ordinances must be followed.

“1, too, would Jike It to become sentor cltizen zoning. My concern
is that we arc getting very close to contract zonlng. We are walk-
ing the fine line,” Waoll said.
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LARGE PRINT BOOKS

We are pleased to announce the introduclion of large print books to.our
reading collection. Our selection is wide, varled and includes fiction,
non-fiction, manuats of reference and more. All In easy-to-read,
double-size type, Choose {rom tliles such as: Yeager, Stick,
Fourth Deadly Sin, The Courage ta Change, Hold the Dream, lacocca
and The Fannfe Farmer Large Print Cookbook. Many available in your
choice of hard or soft cover. Friced from 9.95 to 19,95,

Jacobson’s

Stora for the home » Blrmingham

We welcomo Jacobsan's Charge Card or The Amaerlcan Express™ Card.

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Uniil 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wadnesday and Saturday

Y

y & The pulse of your comriaunity &

-

SA"E uP'l'o °/o
HURRY' FINAI. DAY_S' OFFER ENDS'SOON' .

Make this spring the season for the new you,
at Fitness Empire! Whether you want to
shed extra pounds, shape up all around, or
bulld up muscle, we have what you need. Our
fitness experts will help you get great results’
*at our new 52,000,000 health complex, loaded
with the latest In fitness equipment. There's
no better time than now to start shaping the
new you. And there's no better price than at
Fltness Emplre now! Take advantage of our
super 2 for 1 membership offer. just one low
price when you and a fitness friend enroll.
Or 2 years for you at a one-year pricel

Super savings!

Swing into Spring

Fitness Emplre—14,000 square feet
of luxurlous facllities Including

» Nautlius « Unlversal » Body Master
« aerobicycles « challenging aerobic
exerclses » heated Indoor swimming
pool » Finnish steam bath » digital-
display electronic rowing machines
« private tanning booths « Arizona
dry sauna « refaxing whirlpoo!

« orlental martial arts « complete
facllitles for women and men

every day
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- JOIN NOW (_HURRY,'O'FFER‘_,ENDS SOONY).
cairorosrustoon: 1277300 -

VIsItFltness Empire today, Dlscoverhow
our new $2mllilon complex can get
you Ingreat shapel

We're located at '
17235 Middie Belt, Just one‘block north
of 6Mile Road.

Fltness Emplre Is open for your
convenlence

7 days a week: Monday-Friday 9.9,
saturday-Sunday 9-6,




