Area reps vote pa,rty line
against aiding

By Teri Banas
stoll writar

U.S. representatives representing scuthern Oak-
land County voted 2-1 aleng parly llnes agalnst
President Reagan's proposcd $100 mlllion aid
package to Contra rebei fighters In Nlearagoa.

The vole was 222-210,

Democrats Dennis Hertel of Harper Woods and
Sander Levin of Seuthtield opposed the president’s

roposal.

William Broomfield of Birmingham, ranking
Hepublican on the Forcign Affairs Commitice,
supported the président,

LEVIN'S SPOKESMAN in the Detroit area, Da-
vid Plawecki, said that the congressman believes
military aid Is not justilicd at this time,

Levin questions the “level of threat” posed to the
United States by the Communist-backed Sandinis-
ta government and questlons whether heavy U.S.
tinancial support “Is justified when compared to
cuts in domestic areas,” he sald.

Plawccki also suggested that the Contras® “hu-
munltarian” record Is suspect and therefore not
deserving of U.S, support,

Plawecki in Levin's office said a tally of their
telephone calls was 102-80 agalnst sending mili-
tary aid (o Nlearagua.

Levin's district includes Southfield and Lathrup .

HERTEL, WHOSE 14th District includes part of
Troy, sud he opposes the $100 million ald package
because, he fears It may lead to American fighter
tnvolvement In that Central American country.

Contras

“We'ze all opposed to the Sandinista govern-
ment’s denial of frecdoms to tie people there, but
our allies have opposed military aid and want to
lry to press for diplomatie (solutions),” Hertel

A mcmbcr of the House Armed Services Com--

mittee, Heriel questloned Secretary of Defense

Casper Weinberger on the issue recently and satd
he was dissatlsficd with the answers,

“They nnldn t tell us what the military objec-
tives were,” he said. “They couldn't even tell us
how they had spent the last $27 miltion.”

{A year ago, Reagan won Congressional approv-
al for that amount in “humanltarian™ aid 1o Nlear-
agua.)

BUT BROOMFIELD sald, “I think the president
s on the right track.”

Broomficld said he views the financlal ald as an
Incentive ta force the Sandlnista regime 1o the
conference table for the first time in almost one

jear.
! Ite pointed to the reported 7,000 military advis-
ers from Dulgaria, Cuba and the PLO there, and
the $600 millon In Soviet aid In recent years and
said "it's obvious if we don't do somethlng, :hcy
{the communists) will have free rein”
Brovinficld — whose distrlct Includes Birming-
ham. Bloemficld Hills, Farmington, West Bloom-
field and part of Troy — sald he has received
many constituent lu]cphono catls since Reagan's
Sunday night speach with “more than 50 percent”
supporting the military aid package.

Moriny, March 24, 1988 OLE -

Roll Call Report

were recorded on major roll-call votes dur-
ing the week ending March 14,

HOUSE

POLYGRAPH TESTING — Tihe House
passed 236-173 a bill making It lllcgn] lm‘
private 1o engage Ln p
or ]iwdclcctor. testing of prcsunt and pro-
speetive employees,

Exempted would be: companics handling
government intelilgence materlal; cl.'rlnln
phar workers; and ¢mpl
day-care centers, nursing homes and c!ec~
tric power companics,

Federal, state and local snvemmcnls

Here's how area members of Cungrcu )

House seeks to curb polygra

REAGAN'S BUDGET The Hause re-
Jected Presldent Reagan's proposed federal
hudget for 1987 by a 312-12 vote. .

Reagan's budget, which he sent to Con-
gress In February, has been denounced on

Capltol Hill, largely because it calls for ro-. . .-

bust hlkes in defense spending at the ex-
pense of politleally popular domestic pro-
grams that benefit the middle class,

It projects outlays of $394 billlon, reve.
nue af $850.4 billlon, and a deficit of nearly
$144 billion. That is withln the Gramm-
nu;lmnn-llalllngs austerlty goals for fiscal
1987,

Dulh sides agreed the House vole on ]usl

Votlng against Fr gan' p
posed budget were: Punell lleml Fnr 2
and Levin, . . . g

Not voung' l]moml‘lcld

SENATE

T0 BALANCE THE BUDGETY — Tp&'
Senate voted 54-44 to table an nmendmeﬁl
by Howard. Metzenbaum, D-Ohio,. whlﬁ"
called for prohibiting presidents from sef
ing deficlt budgets to Congress. - )

Mcucnbnum sought to lmpuse a spoclllc
~the

Reagan’s proposa) was
the past presidential hudgem have been de-

also could lcgally
todts,

Richard Sheiby, D-Ala., sald pnlygraph
tests “are flawed, not reliable, We should
not play with thls kind of thing. Let us pro*
teet our constitutional rights.”

Bob Llvingston, R-La, said the blll
should be defcated as unwarranted intru-
sion into states’ rights.,

bated ide alternative plans put for
ward by the twa parttes.

While budget proposals lack the force of
faw, they serve the Important purpose of
jdentifying spending priorltles and limits
and settlng deficit reductlon largets. |

Trent Lott, R-Miss., called the vote “a

partisan fudge-it process designed fo score
wmc polltical points nml obscnre the lack
ofaD

Votlng' yes te cutlaw most p
testing  were: Dennls  Hertel, D llarper
Woods, Wililam Ford, D-Taylor, and Sand-
et Luvin, D Southfield.

Voting no: Carl I’ur“ll R I’lymoulh and

Willlam

Barney Frank, D-Mass,, sald, I do not
understand why it is considcred Megttic

mate to vote on the president’s budget, Ifdt

i defeated. there will be a chance to vote
on ||||' allcrnatives.”

. White Housc.

-"

Referring to Reagan, Metzenbaim sl
“To propose miassive deflcits and stil) to
crusade for a balanced budget seems m c .-
to be hypoceritleal.” P

Sen.Paul Simon, DI, who votedto-
tahle, said “the Constitution ought to deal
in broad principles and not In details,” such
as specificallly Mhmlting a pn-sldnm 's
budgeting authority.

Scnators -voting yu.-s werc opposed 10

the
amendment to rcqulrc pru!dents to subm
balanced budgets to Congress.
Michigan' Democrats Carl Levin
Dorali Riegle voted no.
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