Sports-

Chris McCosky, Brad Emons ouimrslﬁsf-zmz

@he Farmington Obseruer

Mandoy, March 31, 1986 O&E

(F}1B

Slammers rule area volleyball squad

By Chrin McCosky
stalf wellor

cight of the nine players sclected
to the 1986 All-Arca volleyball
team are hitters.

Observertand, In a relatively short
span of time, has become a haven for
powerfu) splkers. Last year, the All-
Area team featured Lisa Bokovoy, Car-
oline Smith and Sue Cyrus. Two years

-ago, Nancy Rzepka, Jill Waterman and
Amy Austln smacked their way Inte
promlnence.

This, however, may be the most pow-
erful collection ever asscmbled. The
likes of Redford Blshep Borgess' Deb-
ble McDonald, Garden City's Missey
Ward and Llvenia Stevenson's Kristine
Bailey are fust the p of the power
block. Redford Union’s Marle Becker,
Ladywood’s Cathy Schram and Llvonia
Churchlll’s Jackie Woznlak more than
hold their own in such company.

IT SHOULD surprise no one that

BUT THERE Is more (o thls squad
than just power hititng. Each player se-
lected excels tn all phascs of the game:
frant row, back row, passing and serv-

ing.

With such talent, it’s no wonder that
Observerland teams have been repre-
scnted in the state’s final four the past
four years. Borgess was this year's
leader, losing 10 Portage Northern in
the state champlonship match.

Because of his team's suceess, this
scason and the three previous scasons,
Borgess coach Jerry Abraham has been
sclected Observerland Coach of the
Year.

Here's a look at the 1986 All-Arca
volleyball team as selected by the arca
coaches:

FIRST TEAM

Debble McDonald, senior, Blshop
Borgess: Divislon 1 collcge recrulters
made McDonald onc of the most
sought-after players In the country —
and for good reason. The slender 6-1
slammer, a two-time All-Area choice,
could dominate a mateh from any posl-
tion on the floor. She waa the driving
force behind Dorgess’ 39-6 record,

The Unlversity of Purdue landed
McDonald's volleyball skills and her
3.5 grade point average.

Her forie, [t almost goes without say-
Ing, is hitting. Ske averaged 10 kilis per
game and kept would-be blockers off
balance with an array of off-specd tips.

Misscy Ward, senfor, Garden City:
Talk about deceptive power. To look at
her stender, 5-7 physique, one wouldn't
expect the power that Ward unleashed
on the court.

In 1,320 splke atternpts, she missed
only 96 tlmes and nalled 519 for kills.
She was also a lightnlng-quick blocker
and conslstent passer. Garden City lost
four starters from the previous season,
but with Ward in charge the team post-
ed a 44-6 record this season.

A second-leam all-stater, she was
named the most valuable player of the
Northwest Suburban League. She was

The 1888 All-Arca volleybnll team (folt to right): Ann Tarski (Borgo.u). Missoy
Ward {Garden City), Kristine Balley (Stevenson), Dobbie McDonald {Borgess),
Jerry Abraham {coach, Borgess), Jackie Wozniak (Churchill), Marie Becker (Red-

the MVP of the Plymouth Salem Invle
tational and was named to three all-
teams Schoal-

s

s s

Swopae of Wayne ia absent,

T sreve recHm
ford Unlon), Carol Hall (John Glenn) and Cathy Schram (Ladywood).

Diana

The third-team all-stater made all-
Western Lakes, all-reglon and two all-
1cams in this her first sea-

eraft),

‘The 3.6 student accepted a volleyball -

scholarship from Oakland Unlversity.

Kristine Baitey, junior, Livonia Ste-

venson: Somctlmes it's best to just
state the stats: 841 successful splkes,
339 kllls; 345 successful scrves out of
375 attempts with 78 aces; and 209
blocks with 69 aces,

No wonder Stevenson coach Lee
Cagle calls Balley “the most well-
raunded volleyball-skilled  athlete
we've ever had.”

(lott, of F
.of the top dlstance runners In

od A

_year's Observerland Relays. The three Farmington high school
-h/avo bowid out of the compatition. [

s00 as a full-time player,

Like McDonald and Ward, Bailey has
the abllity to gain complete control of a
match — ask any team that faced the
Spartans in the Schooleraft Invitational
(which Stevenson won for the third
siraight year).

See the smile on Cagle's face? That's
because she'll be back next season.

Marie Becker, senlor, Redford Un-
fon: Because Redford Union won very

that she deserved across the state.

Another deceptively powerful hitter
(she’s 5.9), Becker was 91 percent ef-
fectlve on her splkes, naillng 580 of 640
attempts. She had 285 kills, She added
another 122 successful spikes and 568
more kills off back-row attacks.

She was 91 percent cffective both
seiting and serving. Out of 370 success-
{ul serves, she scored 70 aces.

Becker witl attend Saglnaw Valley
next fall on a baskelball scholarshlp.

spired play, for example, led the
Blazers to the Class B district cham-
plonship at Allen Park.

On a good Ladywood team, Schram
was (he best hitter and passer, and one
of the top three servers. She was a
flrst-icam all-Catholic League choice.

Her achlevements weren't attained
without pain, however. She played hall
the season with a strained back and the
{inal two weeks with a broken flnger.

“She never once complained,” sald

Ladywood coach Mike O'Toole, “She's

correlation between excellence In the
classyoom and excellence on the vol-
leyball court. Woznlak, a lethal 6-0
spiker (with.an 18-inch vertlcal jump),
camed a 4.03 grade point average at
Churchill,

Her talents, both in the front row and
back row, helped Churchlll amass a 30-
11 record. She was an all-tournament
plek at Schoaleraft Tournament and a
first-team all-Western Lakes pick.

She was offcred a volleyball scholar-
shlp from Rolllna College in Florida.

few volleyball matches, Marie Becker

the

Cathy Schrom, senior, Ladywood: my kind of player.”
Schram has a rare athletic glft: She can
rﬁls_zl: the level of her game to meet the Jackl Woznlak, senlor, Llvoala

probably didn't gain the

Farmington trio quits Observer meet -

By Chels McCosky
stoft wrller

Generally speaking, there are three prizes highly
coveted by Observetland track coaches during the
course of a season: The most highly valued prlze is
the league champlonshlp. Next is the state regional
meet {which leads Lo the state finals).

The third prize is the Observerland Relays cham-
plonship. The annual event, which attempts to bring

Her in-

Actually, of the 11 teams signed up 80 far this
season, slx are from outside the Western Lakes con-
ference.

Instead of competing at Observerland, the three

Farmington schools organized thelr city meet for
Saturday, May 3 (all three teams compete in the

Western Lakes). But, nccurdlngA to Catherman, the

clty meet may be scratched.
“We wanted to have our clty meet on that Satur-
day, but with the new schedule (three new teams,
North were brought into the

together all the teams serviced by the Observer
Newspapers, has grown in both p and
prestige over the course of its 15-year hlstory.

“IV's 2 great meet,” 8aid Livonla Churchlll coach
Fred Price, who hosts and dlrects the meet. “Our
kids start thinking about that meet almost {rom the
ftrst day of practice.”

Said Plymouth Salem coach Gary Balconk “We
tell our kids every year that the most important
mect is the conference championship, Then we look
at our weekend meets, The most important has to
be the regional. After that comes the Observerland.
1t's a special meet, It's the pride of the avea. I
would hate not to be there.” .

“Hogwash!” say the Lhree Farmington Publle
School District high schools.

FARMINGTOR; NORTH Farmington and Farm-
ington Harrison will not compete In the 16th annual
Observerland Boys Track and Fleld Relays (sched-

8 uled for May 3), nor will they compete in the Red-

ford Unlon-Observerland Glrls Track and Ficld Re-
lays (scheduled for May 10). )

. “The Observerland Relays are just a duplicate of
the (Western Lakes) conference meet,” sald Farm-
ington coach Dave Catherman, whosa Falcons look
1o hava one of the best boys track teams In the area

season, “I'm just not interested in seelng the
same people all the time. And I've not been pleased
‘with the way the meet is run., T don't have any an-
swers, but I's such a long, drawn-out affalr.”

Wesiern Lakes), conflicts came up, Now it's looking
like we may lose the city meet.” .

THE FARMINGTON teams, although generally
strong in lengue competitlon, have never fared well
at the Observerland meet,

“We never have gone Into the weekend meets
with any team goals,” Catherman sald. *We just
Iook at it as an indlvidual opportunity for the kids.”

Price docsn’t see it that way.

“Dave {Catherman) has never been real positive
- about the mect, even long before it came to Church-

i), he sald. "His teams have not done well here —
for one reason or another he just doesn't like the
meet. The meet docsn't really fit bls team,

*“I'll tell you what, it's not his kids (who want to
pull out of the meet). He did it himself, Ha is an
excellent coach and always has excellent teams,
but his tcams don't usually have the depth you need
é“ d'? wz]l in this typo of meet. But you don't Just

ack out.”

CATHERMAN SAID he prefers the type of meet
format used in the West

Churchilt: There must be some kind of

“Ploaso turnto Pago 3

scems to be away {rom the relay races and loward .
more indlvidual races. That way, the kids at least;
biwe a chance to get qualifylng times for reglon-

als.” ey

‘The Observerland meet features 16 events, three
of which are individual races. . =0

“It's just a matter of phllosophy,” Catherman
sald, *The Observerland has become sucH a hotly 2
contested event, and all the conflicis they had last:
year, I just don’t like the taste, I've been critlelzed
for not golrig after the Observerland meet, but we :
peak for the Jeague meet. And If you notlee, we"
done quite well at the league meet.”

Last year, Churchill won both the Observerlang *
and Western Lakes titles. This year, the Western's
Lakes conference meet and the Observerland are:]
3% wecks apart. .

ONE OF THE things that has happened,” sald.”
Price, "is that the mect has become monopolized a ©
bit In recent years. Salem, ‘Churchill and Borgess :
have been the domlnont teams. Maybe interest is.
wanlng from that standpoint. But It's hard for me

scrverland. It is disappointing to sce tcams up and;
pull out. Semetimes that causes others to do the 3
same” b3S

Right niow, 11 teams have contracted for the’
meet, Othersyllke Wayne Memorlal, may also join.
the feld, Last year, 15 teams competed. i

“It has always been a good meet and it aUlil is,”.
Price said. “If the Farminglon schools want to
compete somewhero clse, (hat's fine, The meet will;
go on without them. And (') be a good meet.”

[ {ndl that the action taken by tie

where emphasis is placed on
rather than three-person and four-person relay

ams. .
* *1 wauld really like to sce them (Observerland)
change the format,” he sajd, “The trend these days

events °

three Farmington-area programs thls season was
not permanent. -

;j’m not sure we're going to stay out forever,” h
said, . o




