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Introducing Easter

It was a strange and wondrous happening

The Easter Bunny paid a visit to stu-
dents who arc learning English as a
second language In Ten Mile Communl-
ty School last Thursday, They found the
1a)] rabbit to be a sllly creature, a

parent, were taking helr flrst egg-dye-
Ing and making Easter-grass-nest les.
sons only a few weeks after ther arriv-
al to this country.

“It's nlt.pnrt of the educational pro-

aver
or comblnations of any and all reac-
tions to the unusual,

Weeks of preparation In class and on
worksheets that showed pictures of lil-
fes and cggs went into the educational
process that Introduced the forelgn-
born to an American hollday most had
never heard of before, much less cele-
brated.

Several students, which run the age
gamut from pre-schooler to’ grand.

Youngsters' questions to the
Easter Bunny ran from the
amusing to the profound. Misa-
to Yamagchi, born In Japan,
nsked "Are you a real rabbit?"
Misato attends the child care
center in Ten Mile Community
School while her mother is in
clesses.

Eighteen-month-old Yoko Tohumo (at laft) tentativoly
samples a Jeily bean while Sue Jean Wang, a grand-
mother, follows instructions on how to color Easter

cess, the the getling
acquainted,” sald Rose Govig, coordls
nator of aduit educatlon for Clarence-
ville Schools who heads up the opera-
tions at Ten Mile School.

“These peeple are so surrounded by
the commercials, the advertising that
Icad up to the holldays, it is important
that they are prepared for Easter, or
Halloween, or Valentine's Day. We
make just as big an effort to prepare
them for Memortal Day or St. Patrick's

tymo

Day or any other hollday in the year
the rest of us take for granted,"she
sajd.

THE EASTER Bunny took a great
amount of time and a good deal of ef-
fort in putting some of the younger stu-
dents at case, was able to coax a few
onta his lap, and answered a plethora
of questions while adding Jelly beans-to
the baskets they had created for them-
sclves,

“The students learn from one anoth-
er through the questlons that are asked
from those of dlficrent cultures, and
the teachers learn most of all,” Govlg
sal

d.
“The teachers aye all well-prepared

and well versed on anything that might
come up that coutd be touchy, run
counter to another culture, but there -
still are surprises, This year we founda  +
famlly whose religicn forbids them to
cat eggs, a new one for us.

“The food taboos are something we
are generally pretty well aware of, We
find those out early on in our units on
food and cooking classes from the oncs
who are very concernied about unfamil-
lar ingredienis in a reclpe.”

As for the holidays, Govlg sald the
most common quesilons cenler around
thelr symbols.

“It {5 & diffleult thing for them to flg-
ure out why we can get so exeited aver
a jelly bean or an egg," she sald.

heé .

eqgge wnan‘ the forelgn-born of all ages were brought
togethor to tearn the fegends and traditions of Eastor In
thalr newly adopted country.

Meera Pardanani, dressed In her party
clothes, celebrated her 3rd birthday the
same day she met the Easter Bunny.
Meaca Is a native of India and a resident
of F Hiils. Her

come from many dlfferent cointries.as
well-as many surrounding communities.

Photos by
Rick Smith

Awe and akopticlam mix In Kyoko Hurao
story of how the youngstor Is recelving his firat lesson on how
Amaericans observe Easter.
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Quality Inn of Farmington

«Free Movie Theater Tickets
«Stay Friday 5 PM-Sunday 6 PM

*/imited number avellable—you must be 21

1-696 at Orchard Lake anc 12 Mile

(The Great )
|  Escape
$99

eA deluxe room with frée in-room

*

for two

.eIndoor pool and whiripool

" «Complimentary Continental breakfast

Hills

FREE WORKOUTS ON:
Nautllus, hydra-fitness and

fres welghts

Life-cycles, stairmaster treadmilis
and rowing m_achlnes

Asrobics classes

froe use of whirlpools, saunas ant
steamrooms

Also avallable at additional coat:
Tennis . .

Dinner for Two

(Excludes Drinks, taxes, and gratuity)




