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Talk of extending Northwestern revived

By Mary Lou Callaway
spoclal writer

The possibility of extending
Narthwestern Highway through Section
34 In West Bloomlicld to terminate at
Maple Road, long thovght a dead fssue,
isbeing revived. -

Farmingten Hills and West Bloom-
field elected offlcials plan a Joint meet-
Ing on Wednesday, April 9, to dlscuss
Northwestern and 14 Mile Road im-
provements. Fouricen Mile s under
Farmington Hills jurlsdiction,

However, proponents of the exten-
sion once again may have to deal with
publle pressure agalnst it and lack of
money.

Traffic counts are high, the potholes
deep and money is short in the town-
ship. the county and the state (or roads,
townshlp Supervisor John Doherty sald.
No primary roads serving West Bloom-
field are under townshlp control, he
adds.

Doherty has never glven up wanting
the extension, But the township plan-
ning commission removed It from its
Masier Plan Jand-use gulde three years
ago.

TRE MICHIGAN Department of
Transportation does not show it on its
k0-year plan. The only state priorlty af-
[fecting West Bloomficld is being given
to widening Haggerty Road for 12
‘mites from Interstate 696 (o M-59 at a
‘cost of $39 mlllian this year, according
to state Sen. Richard Fessler (R Wcst
Bloomficld).

* Fessler was the prime mover, wllh
‘the endarsement of the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners, for the four-

Interim solution but what's needed ks a
ireeway out there,” said Dennls Pajot,
Qakland County Read Commission
communications oflicer.

“We're stlll Interested in having
Northwestern bullt In compllance with
our contract,” Pajot sald. “In 1957 we
agreed to pay them (state} $1.8 milllion
aver 20 years. They in return were to
bond over $50 mliilion statewide and
bultd Northwestern from Eight Mile
Road to US. 23. They bullt only to
“Telegraph.

“We think that route (Northwestern)
Is necessary to relleve the horrible

traffic congestlon,” Pajot sald.

‘The county planning and bullding de-
pariment Is Inferested fn Improving the
existing portlon of Northwestern but
warns it wlll compound problems
where Northwestern ends at Orchard
Lake Road.

THE SUPERVISOR is suggesting a
Northwestern extenslon be a
fandscaped boulevard from Orchard
lake Road west to emply on Maple
Road, also planned to be a boulevard.

That, says Doherty, Is the only prac-
tical solution to the mounting trafflé
bottlencck as drlvers head north. From
Maple, he sald, they can go directly to
Haggerty Road,

“1 don’t know whether the rest of the
township board supports this or net,”
Doherty admits, In the carly 1970s lo-
cal oppositlon to the extension and the
lack of state money scuttled the plan,
which had been a dotted line on maps
since the 1920s.

Development of the 260 acres under
option by Robert Sosnick’s REDICO
firm would be in the path of an extend-

it as a major artery bullt at private ex-
pens«l: instead of a county thorough-
fare.

“THE COUNTY wants Norlhwest-
ern. Farmlngton Hills wants it. South-
fleld wants it and certaln factlons in
the township want It because of frus-
tration with tralflc palterns there,”
Horlgn said.

“We've always sald the best Insur-
ance polley for those who don’t want it
would be a sound planncd development
through Sectlon 34 to allow local con-
trol over whal uitimately takes place.”

And despite what the county and mu-
nlclpnll!(o_l may want, it docsn't appear
that the public money Is there to ex-
tend Northwestern,

“This road commission has never
been funded cnough to keep up with
0Oakland County's development,” Bagot
says. “We're about $625 mlllion short
over the next 10 years. Right now,
we're In a development boam, and this
has been the worst year for pothole
patching.”

A road tax has been discussed, he
sald, but there has been no formal pro-

sal.

~There (s discusslon of a local opilon
gas lax. It would require legistatlon.
We would opt, by a vote of the peaple,
to have a gas tax here (In the county)
only, sald Pajot. That would mean the
moterlst buylng gas in Oakland County
would, in effect, pay a user tax,

“THE COUNTY doesa't have funds,”
agreed Doherty, “even if we could
match it. We aren’t supposed to have to
match {funds on primary roads. But we
dld to widen Orchard Lake Road. That

town halt and a pollee station.”
Horton predicts, “If the Northwoest-
ern exienslon goes through, Sectlon 34

not have rlxhl. of way through the pro-
posed loop roa

will not have the primartly
flavor. The state highway department
has some right-of-way, They own lois
in Orchard Vale subdivision. They do

“If Noi were el
therasa Irccway or a boulevard, you'd
end up having West Bloomfleld look
Iike the last mile of Farmington Hills

between 12% and 13% Mile’ rond:.on
Northwestern.

“Instead of the back portion (of lhc
Bauervic acreage) being 90-peresnt
residenttal, I belleve it would be 90-
percent offlce and commercial,” Hor
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Born tn Germany, Mrs. Staab was a
retired tool and die inspector for Gen-
eral Motors,

Survivors include his wife, Hedwig:
sons, Willlam and Lawrence; daugh-
ters, Jeanctte Gerard and Hildegard
Staab; sister, Lisbeth Kappner; brother,
Alfred; four grandchildren.

tield, formerly of Farmington, dled
March 22 in St. Mary Nursing Home,
St. Clar Shores,

Born in Swevezeele, Belgium, Mrs,
Macsecle was a homemaker.

Survivors include her davghier, Eve-
lyn Tilley; elght grandchlldren and 10
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Assaciation of Relired Persons, in cooperation

Servlces were March 24 at the Thay-
er-ock Funeral Home, Farmington,
with the Rev. Thomas Scherger of Spir-
<t of Christ Lutheran Church olflciat-
ing Burial was in Glen Eden Cemetery,
J ivonia.

Services were March 25 at the Thay-
er-Rock Funeral Home, Farmington.
Mass was celebraied at Our Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Church with the Rev.
Arthur Jacobi offlciating. Burial was ln
Mount Olivet Cemetery, Detroit.

on the agenda

Farmington Hllls Clly Councll
Councll Chambers
31555 11 Mile, Farmlnglnn Hins
7:30 toolght

Councll will present restdent Pat
Baker with an award for being the
winner of {he “Name the Park" contest
{Heritage Park, formerly known as the
. Spicer Property). Councll i3 cxpected
"to adopt a resolution appraving the
¢wording and electlon date for a hali-
mill fevy for parks and recreation de-
velopment. Council will also receive a

report on the consruction progress of
the pollee buildlng. Approval will be

or

purchases for the pollce building. Also
to be consldered fs approval of a sub-
contract agreement with the Oakland
County Road Commisslon for maintc-
nance of the Grand River boulevard,
between Eight Mile and Purdue. Coun-
cil is expected Lo enact an ordinanco
amendment to revise purchase agree-
ment canditions for the sale of proper-
ty to the Detrolt Baptist Manor at
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