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Je Connelly is Sarah,

in “Labyrinmth.”

S 12 %
a teen-ager who gols some

help from Hoggie, on her search to save her baby brother,

Junior Walker sup

All the maglc In “Motor City Mag-
ic” on Wednesday belonged to Junior
Walker and his band of four, the All

Stars.

This talented, professional, disclp-
lined, great-sounding group swung
into “How Sweet It Is,” lale in the
evening, and crowds got 'up and
danced In the narrow alsles of the
pavilion and on the sloped lawn of
Meadow Brook Musie Festival at
Oakland Unlverslty's Baldwin Pavi-
Jlon in Rochester Hills.

1t’s hard to hold still when Junlor
blows his golden saxophone. Children
and their parents got up without
being asked when Junior played
“Shotgun” and “Home Cookin.” Jun-
for opened with “Peace and Under-
standlng Is Hard to Find,” and when
he played his way oftstage, everyone
knew what peace and understanding
and coherence was, and no one want.
cd to let him go.

T wish I could say the same for the
rest of “Motown Magic.” I kept hear-
ing about what “a great time we're
having” and “what a great show this
is" and “let's hear it for the band,”
from Greg Russell and Tom Force,
two totally unneccessary dlsc joo-
keys who scemed to be sort of em-
ceeing the evenlng,

I SAY “sort of” beeause no one re-
ally knew what was going on during
the overlong, Impromptu, one-note
concert. The whole evening had the
alr of a thrown-together party, a
Rowen aend Martin “Laugh In”
marathon, without the controlling
hands of Rowan and Martin or the
funny, goofy zaniness that made
“Laugh In" work. The armles of
techies dolng their thing was boring.

Six acts is too much. The Fifth Av-
enue band opened, complaining all
the time about the short amount of
time it had onstage. The Marvel-
letes, three pretty, totally unsyne
chronlzed ladies, knocked over mi-
crophones, lost thelr shoes and split
my cars singlng “Watch Out.” The
Marvelettes cheerfully sald they'd

* had “only 15 minutes rehearsal.” It
_ showed, .

Lots of people seemed to remem-
ber the Contours, who dld a parody
of Little Richard acrobatlcs and also
said they'd “rehearsed only 15 min.
utes,” Real thunder rolled out of the
clouds as if a divine hand was golng
to let the next musician who sald
that have it,

Mary Wells, in gold lame apd
white turban, kicked off her pumps
and sang her 1965 hit, “My Guy."

plies magic

Then her husband come onstage 0 8 uve onstage to dance with her

new-dad outfit (white pants and polo}
and showed Mary's 2-week-old baby,
Sugar, to the audience. Everyone
went wlld over Sugar, and the musi-
clans got up to inspect the new baby.
I'm stil) troubled about the infant’s
eardrums.

High spot of the evening, Mary
Wiison of Supremes fame, should
have stayed In L.A, where she now
llves. It took me 15 minutes to recog-
nize the Beatles ballad, “Life Is Very
Short.” Wilson’s wild tempo made
the tune totally unrecognizable, or
else I was fecling that llfe was very
long, and this evenlng was never
going to end.

WILSON WAS ecmbarrassing,
trylng to work the crowd Las Vegas
style, sitting on laps, asking personal
questions and Inviting “four red-hot

backup. Wilson had trouble trying to
get back onstoge.< She exuded
discomfort, even while doing ler
1964 hit, "Baby Love.™ .

‘Wilson came back to do a finale in
white — she did three costume
"changes, and no tempo changes —
and lots of people began drifting
toward their cars before the fire-
works went off way past midnight.

A man from Detroltsltting next to
me sald, “I don't remémber Motown
being like thls." ot .

Neither do L I kept:hoping Junior
Walker would come back and Jight
up the night. et

Helen Zucker has many years
experience reviewing pop per-
formers for newspapers and
magazines in Michigan, New
York and Massachusetts.
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“Labyrinth* (PG) falls short of
its suals but ls, nonetheless, visual-
1y rewarding and pleasant enough
untertainment.

George Lucas as producer and
Steven Spielberg as director hit big
with “ET." as a Inver-

things

happen on journey

abyrinth

Certalnly Bowle as the Evil Wiz-
ard reflects rock culture's adoles-
cent sense of freedom and irre-
sponslbility. Unforturately, Bowle
has neither the leering evil of a tru-
ly threatening wlur?' nor the n[;

Iy 15
slon of the “Wizard of Oz.” In “Lab-
yrinth,” producer Lucas and dlree-
tor Jim Hensen's axls falls in trav-
ellng through evil Jareth’s mazc on
the way to Kansas, It's time to let
the Land of Oz Tourism Office do
fts own promotion.

“Labyrinth” has a forced openlng
as Sarah (Jennifer Connelly), an un-
pleasant adolescent, tries to avoid
baby-sitting with her half-brother,
Toby (Toby Froud). Sara Lakes re-
fuge in fantasy. Her favorile book
is. what else, “Labyrinth.” She also
has an {nordinate affectlon for
stuffed animals.

The only reason Sarah’s step-
mother (Shelley Thompson) flts the
“evil” stercotype is that cinematog-
rapher Alex Thompson uses wide-
angle lenses, Otherwise, she ap-
pears normal — rather nice, in
fact. Father (Christopher Malcolm)
is Just ineifcctually there. m-
ingly In desperatlon, scenarist Ter-
ry Jones developed this opening as
a means of propelilng Sarah into
the tabyrinth. ’

AFTER HER parents leave, Ina
{1t of pique, Sarah wishes the gob-
lins would take brother Toby, who
cries a lot. “Ask and thou shalt
recelve.” The evil wizard, Jareth,
played by David Bowic, appears
and that's It for the kid, unless Sar-
ah can solve the labyrinth in 13
hours.

Suddenly, our petulant adoles-
cent symmons up hidden maturity
and begins her rescue effort. Actu.
ally, once she gets golng, her matu-
ration from youth (o adult is preily
well-handled. Throughout her jour-
ney, Jareth offers to immobhlze
her in hls speclal kind of eternal
adolescence.

Adolescence Is a very pleasant

an
persona of Frank Morgan, He's just
there and it's very hatd to fear his
threats or hear his lyrles,

In splte of her limited acting
abllity, it is quite obvious that Sar
ah wlll reject Jareth's offcrs of es-
cape into eternal adolescence, will
save Toby and go home. Connelly Is
extremely pretty, truly looks llke a
15 year old — which Is rare in
1lims these days — and exhiblts an
emotionless, wooden and unruffled
manner that belles her supposed
danger. .

ONE EXCEPTION, at a beautl-
fully designed fantasy ball, Bowie
leers effectively at Sarah while she
reacts (o the tenslons inherent in
sexual awakening, part of her ma-
turatlon. Unfortunately, for the
most part, there is no dramatic
tension between these two princl-

o

als.

Fortunately, however, the flim Is
filled with Muppet-maker Henson's
intrigulng and imaginative charac-
ters . Much like Dorothy's trip
through Oz, Sarah encounters, be-
friends and escapes & wide variety
of creatures whose creation and
exccution represent extremely so-
phisticated puppetry and electron-

S,
Sir Dildymus, a Knight of the
Round Table, in the very best sense
of the term; 1s the most appealing
and the most original. Looking
somewhat like a felsty fox terrler
in medieval regalia, Didymus rides
around on his faithful steed —
what appears to be an English
Sheep Dog.
No prizes for originality, howev-
er, for Ludo, a glant and gentle
. beast who is able to summon rocks,
As helpful as that might be to Sar-
ah as she confronts Jareth and the

trap between d and adult-
hood but most of vs reallze, sooner
or later, that we have to complcte
the rites of passage and function
cffectively In soclety. One of the
problems with rock musle is that
muech of its lyrics, many of lts
practitioners and a lot of ils devo-
tees continually partake of unreal,
adelescent urges.

David Bowle Is Jaroth, the’
Evll Wizard.

of Goblin City, Ludo is
overly reminiscent of the Cowardly
Llon.

Another shortcoming of “Laby-
rinth” is the difficulty understand-
ing the puppets, with thelr various
cockney dialects. Whether it is
pronunciation or some technical
audlo matter, the net result is the
audlence’s Joss.

THE SAME PROBLEM alflicts

are supposed to advance the story-
line while they amuse and enter-
tain. Combining British dialects
with the usual difflculty in com-
prehending  rock music lyrics
shortchanges the audience, Surpris-
ingly, there are only five songs, all
written, produced and performed
by David Bowle. While Bowle's
name may propel them up the
charts, it's doubtful they'll ever
{ind thelr way over the rainbow.

e film ends on 23 hokey a note
as it began, but, in splte of all these
complaints, “Labyrinth® is a signll-
leant motion piclure, an extremely
rewarding visual experience, Chil
dren will enjoy the puppets, adoles-
cents wlll appreciate Bowlo and
everyone can cnjoy the pletorial
sophistication and beauty of Gablin
City, Jarcth's castle and all the lob-
yrinth's inhabitants.

the music. Sangs and their lyrics |’

® TRAIN TRIPS

Callcd “So Long 611," two one-day
train excursions originating In De-
troft depart Saturday-Sunday, July
26-27, from Allen Park, Pestination
of the steam train trips Is Ft, Wayne,
Ind. Speclal bus service to the train
is avallable from several locations in
Detroit’s northern suburbs (including
Birmingham, where the bus leaves
at 6:45 a.m.). For more Information,
call 264-4418, 399-7963 or 455-4455.
® SUMMER TOURS

Summer tour hours continue
through Sunday, Aug. 31, at Meadow
Brook Hall, the 100-room historic
mansion, at Oakland University In
Rochester Hills, Tours also are
available, this summer for the first
time, at Sunset Terrace, the home
built for the Wilsons' “sunset” years.

Far more informatlon, cali 370-3140,
@ FOLK, BLUEGRASS

The 10th annual Folk and Blue-
gross Festival will be held from 1-9
p.m. Sunday, July 27, at Northville's
Ford Field. Procceds [rom the event
will help to fight Huntlngton's Dis-
case. The program includes Bobby
Lewis, Mike Irish, Dave Eversole
and Teresa Smith, Hot Grass, Roy
McGinnis and the Sunnysiders, Reel
Happy String Band, Mustards
Retreat, Phoenlx, Nell Woodward,
Footloose, Song Sisters, Children's
Show, and Joe McKlnney and North-
South Connection. Scating s all on
the lawn. Admisslon is a minlmum
donation of $5 for adults, $2 for
senlors, $1 for children under 12
years of age; infants held in arms
are free.

Allow our many years of experience and quality service -
to add that special touch to your next function.

We will serve from the moderate to the exquisite, We
prepare, deliver and serve.

« Garden Parties
*Open House

a3 AND ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE

O THE

® NEW ALBUM

“Shadows,” & hew album by Ata-
nas, has been released by Freeway
Records, Lead singer and

sic serles. For more information call
370-3013 from 11 am. to § pm.
weekdays,

Atanas 1s really 22-year-old Mike Il
itch of Bloomlleld Hlils, He wrote
nearly all the musle and lyrels for
“Shadows,” his first album, which is
available at area record stores
® TICKET PACKAGES

‘The Oakland University Center for
the Arts [s offering four separate
ticket packages for its 1986-87 Cen-
ter Stage Series, Concerts are
grouped by area of Interest: classical
musle, theater, dance and popular
musle, Theater highlights include
productions of “Sweeney Todd, the
Demon Barber of Fleet Strect” and
“Amadeus,” The Detrolt Concert
Band will appear on the popular mu-
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LUNCH BPECIALS
Everyday Until 490,

. OPEN
ALL HOLIDAYS

2Cole Staws. 2 Coltage Fries
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«Graduation
-=Carry out Service

Kingsley Inn @

> ‘WOODWARD AT LONGLAKEROAD .
“ BLOOMFELD HLLS

644-1400

30700 TelegraphRd. (N. of 12Mile)

642-2430

\

HIGAN AVE.

CRABBIE JOE'S CELEBRATES
. 10th Anniversary

Month of July .
—MONDAY & TUESDAY DINNER SPECIALS—
featuring .
Strolling Musiclans

MONDAY TUESDAY
Beafood Platter $11.85  Live Malne Lobster $13.95
Jor Two  perperson  inckow sasd crckcect

.. 239

ADVANCED BOOKING

'DEARBORM, M1 48124
5624000 S
AND OTHER GREAT EPECIALS
HER GREAT SPECIAL
ATLANTIC CITY HAWAI|
usAIR, M AmericanAldines
MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY ONE WEEK
BEGINS JULY 14, 1986 WAIKIKI SAND VILLA

~ $559

AIR-HOTEL-TRANSFERS

G REQUIRED

gy ligh

Yeeetions

Wednesdays — 6 PM to [0 PM

53722260

A live Maine Lobster |

\

prepared

Plus, all you can eat:
mau!ﬁ-walerl{lg East Coast speclalties
\by our shillful chefs <

Shrimp * Crab Legs * Clams * Mussels
- Oysters s Clam Chowder ' .

Barb

ecued Chicken & Ri
And ¢

bs




