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Skywarn network

By Cosoy Hane
staff writar

OTHER NATURE is an ln-
dependent woman, a
world travetler and an

unpredictable soul.

-She makes her own declsions,
translating moods inte torrents of
rajn, buckets of hail, or a sky
whipped Into the fury of a tornado.

Many people play a role (n emer-
gency procedures taken from the
time severe weather hlts southeast
Michigan to when information
reaches the general public — either
through. emergency broadeasts or
weather sirens.

‘During a severe weather alert,
meteorologlsts and others manning
the National Weather Scrvice dis-
trict.statlon at Detrolt Metropolitan
Alrpart keep an cye on radar signals
and an car to radlos. Spotters in an
elght-county arca wlll give them a
firsthand account of weather,

- The Natlonal Weather Service also
monitors weather In a 125-nautical
mile radius, which encompasses
southern lower Michigan, northeast
Indiana, and northern Ohio so other
weather  service offices can be

advised,

MEANWHILE, 20 to 30 spotters
from a tralned pool of 150 from Oak-
land -County’s  volunteer Skywarn
network are In thelr cars, placed at
specific high-elevation locatlons,

From here, (hey will monltor gen-
eral- weather in the south and
southwestern skics, watching cloud
formations for unusual weather and
the possibility of funnel clouds and
tornados in their given areas,

Jim Wades (left) consults with meteorologlst Bill Deedler of
Livonia at the Natlonal Weather Service station at Detroit Met-
ropolitan Airport, Wades, a former Farmington Hills resident,
feunded the Oakiand County Skywarn program.

The highly trained eyes and ears

[ the amatcur radio operators
{ransmit the needed Information to
the National Weather Service,
which, in turn, issues appropriate se-
vere thunderstorm or tornado warn-
Ings from the metro post, or walches
from the National Weather Service
facility In Kansas City, Mo.

Tornade warnings mean a funncl
cloud or tornado have been spoited.
A tornado watch means conditions
arc favorable for a tornado forming.

Without OQakland County’s
spoiers, severe wealhor warnings
may be more {requent, or possibly

tike, these catch the Skywarn notwork’s attentlon,

to drive

erroncous, according to the experts.
‘The National Weather Service radar
systems measure only weather pre-
cipltation,

Alihough tornado condltions can
be assumed by looking at radar, ac-
tual tornadoes cannot be viewed, ac-
cording to Marvin Green, Qakland
County resident and head meteorolo-
gist at the Natlonal Weather Service
Metro Airport fachilty,

“It takes both radar and spoiters”
to help In deciding a weather warn-
Ing, Green said. Most spotters are
volunteer amateur radio operators,
and he estlmates there are upwards

watches

of 400 trained for Skywarn in some
of the countles hls officc serves,
Other Skywarn-certified people fn-
clude police officers, fir

our sk

county tests the overall siren sys-
tem.

WADES CALLS the Skywarn pro-

public safety personnel and general
citlzens interested In the program.

CONFIRMING A spotter's report
Is “not a sure thing in any case”
Green said. “The ham radlo opera-
togs arc more reliable than most. We
try to get two reports before dolng
anything, but there is no way that’s
foolproof.”

Better safe than sorry might be
the motto for the Skywarn program,

A fata! tornado touched down in
West Bloomfleld Townshlp and
Farmington HHIs in March 1976,
prompting addltion of tornado sirens
and formation of the Skywarn pro-
gram In Oakland County, according
{o Mike Cleary, volunteer Oakland
County emergeney coordinator for
the National Weather Service,

Skywarn began In 1980, through
the efforts of former Farmington
Nills resldent and amateur radlo
buff Jim Wades, who today teaches
Skywarn classes throughout Oakland
County,

Before the tornade, which killed
an Oakland County teen-ager, there
were few warning efforts In Qakland
County, according to Wades, A group
of amaleur radio operators tracked
the storm, which came from
Muskegon, but could do nothing be-
cause “no network was set up,”
Cleary added,

Today, the volunteers are tralned
and certified not only in Skywarn,
but also check cach of the 10 area
sirens In Qakland County as the

gram a cffort,” The
one- (o two-hour trainlng program
uses audio-visual aldes and provides
students with meteorologlcal and
tornado safety Informatlen. "“We try
to give the weather service a handle
on the weather,” he sald, “and we
look for more than a tornado or fun-
nel cloud.”

The program must also be flexible
in terms of personnel, because of
spolters’ work schedules, according
to Wades and Cleary.

Aithough the Skywarn network
“covers the whole county fairly ef-
fectively," Wades said, the majority
of the spotters are from south Oak-
land County, where areas are more
populated.

Enhancing the network is the Oak-

ﬂ

]
land County Emergency Operations !
Center, which Inltfates tornado -
sirens countywide when instructed ©
by hotline from the National Weath- |
er Service. 5
Disaster Contro! Coordlnator Tra- -
cey McGee agreed the 1976 lornado |
“had a lot of impact” on today'’s ;'
cemergency systems in the county, -
The one-slren system, when activat-
ed, will glve a steady three-minute .
tone, she sald, unltke the local fire
departments, which use a high/low
tone system. N
“We stlll get calls because people -
don't understand what the sirens
mean,” she added, .
“Lucklly, we haven't seen any- :
thing Jike the people In Texas,”
Cleary said about Michlgan weather. '
“We don't usually get the really se-
vere weather, I'm just crossing my -
fingers that nothing happens.” :
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tlead meteorologist Marvin Green records information to be

over the Nati

r Service station at Detroit

Maetropolitan Airport. Attempts are made to confirm spotters'
reports before a tornado warning is issued.

short takes

If you recently opened a shop,
captured an award, carned @ pro-
motion or are planning a new
venture or project — and there's
o Farmington-area business an-
gle — twe'd tike to hear from yon
sv we can share your news item

tral Catholic High Schoel In Teledo
in 1978, She attended Michigan State
University,

gist from University of Mlchigan
Hospital In Ann Arbor, jolned the
practlee of Dr., Jon H.

In g
until being accepted into the Cotlege
t

Blum In Farmlngton Hills,
The office

of Veterinary al
State Unlverslty in 1982,
As a veterinary student,

with other Far Observer
readers. Send items to: Short
tukes, Farmington Observer,
33203 Grand River, Farmington
48024,

@ 3INSTALLED

* Nancy Taylor of Farmington Hitls
was lnstalled as treasurer by Our
Laily of Providence League of Provl-

3 spent two ycars involved
In biomedlcal research dealing with
the nervous system, She also worked
as a lcaching assistont of canlne
anatomy to freshmen vetertnary stu-
dents.

She recently completed and ex-
ternshlp at the Anlmal Emergency
Cllnic Southeast in Houston.

Mazefewskl received her degree in

rom

dence Hospital,

:June Hoffman .and Kathleen
Leahy of Farmington Hills were in-
stalled as service representatives.

® EARNS AWARD

. Awards for hours of service to
Provldence Hospital patients and
staff were presented to 150 mem-

bers of Our Lady of Providence’

LD-CLASS TRAINING
St. Claire Inc., a full-service tech-
nlcal

Y
State Universily In June 1986.
& WORI

of Blum and Michels will offer ex-
panded hours, six days per week, and
frec skin cancer examinations.

The availabillty of both a male
and female dermatologlst in one off-
lce, may make patients more com-
fortable when they have this free
complete skin examination to check
Tor skin cancer.

In additlon to prevention and de-
tection of skin cancer, Blum and Mi-
chels treat acne, warts, moles and
other skin growths. They have colla-
gen treatments available for age
lines and wrinkles.

The dermatology offlce Is in the
Q Medlcal Arts Building,

sinee 1941, publishes an Informative
hrochure entltled “Technical Train-
ing For World Class Competition.”
This brochure provides an over-
view of current technleal training

32905 12 Mile, Phone 553-2900 for
addltlonal information.

® JOINS FIRM -
Christopher Scapelliti has joined
Hy & Inc. as an

Leogue, the hospital's and
princlpal support group in volunteer guidellnes. account executive,
service to the community. The professional communicatlons In 1984, Scapeliit! jolned the De- -

 Those from Farmington Hills are
Mary Duncan, Judy Brauer, Kath-
teen Leahy, Nancy Taylor, Irma Ay-
delotte, Virginla Busfleld, Richard
Getson, Kathleen Getson, Linas Gil-
vydis, Esther Gold, Virginta Hess,
Glen Robinson, Sylvia Seidman, Ma-
bel Zelsser, Grazlane Canini, Francls
Crimaldi, Shirley. Curran, Beverly
Kish and Mary Toffoll.

- From Farmington Is Karen Vir-
ley. .

@ .NEW LOCATION
JB Communications Inc. relocated
1o 30800 Telegraph, Suite 2820, Bir-
mingham 48010.
" Accordlng to president Janet
* Buyke of Farmington Hills, the move
is due to expansion. JB Communica-
-~ tlons speciallzes in publications edit-
" Ing, deslgn and production. Its work
" has recelved numerous awards from
such organizatlons as Council for Ad-
vancement and Support of Educa-
tlan, Women In Communlcations
Ine., Amerlcan Institute of Graphle
Arts and International Association of
Business Communlcators.
JB Communlcations was formerly
at 30600 Telegraph. Phone number,
$45.9292, remalns the same.

' @ JOINS VET HOSPITAL

.+ Dr. John Richardson and Dr. Da-
vid Carron announce the assoclation
of Dr. Connie Mizejewski at the Pla-

* 2a Veterinary Hospltal in Farming-

ton.
Mizejewski graduated from Cen-

team at St Clalre shows you how to
turn a sometimes tedlous, and often
confusing, technlcal training re-
quirement [nto an opportunity for in-
creased sales and an enhanced pro-
fesslonal image for your organlza-

n. .
In addltion to training,

trolt publlc relatlons firm of Antho-
ny M. Franco Inc. as an Intern for
speclal events projecls.

He was later appointed to posi-
tlons as copywriter and account ex-
eccutive trainee,

St Claire olfcrs a range of technleal
communleations services to manu-
fagturlng and service Industries,

This includes all lypes of docu-
mentatlon to military specifications,

Farmington

®bseruer
(USPS 187-840)

and creative writing, technteal art,
proposals and documentation, indus-
trlal advertising and photography.

For more Information, call or
write: St. Claire, Inc,, 48103 Grand
River, Novi 48050-1691, phone 348-
7686,

® NAMED EXECUTIVE

Kelly Brown of Farmington Hills
whs appolnted exccutive engincer of
fuel economy, cmissions and noise
control planning at Ford Motor Co.

Brown began his carcer with Ford
in 1873 as a technlcal standards en-
glineer In the automotive emisslons
officé,

Following several technical stand.
ards assignments, he was named su-

rvlsor of car certiflcation pro-
grams in 1978, In 1981, he was
named emisslons control analysis
and planning manager, his most re-
cent assignment,

® JOINS PRACTICE
Dr. Elizabeth Michels, dermatolo-

avory Monday and Thura-
day by Observer & Eccontric Nowa-
hupun. 1225 Bowars, Birmingham,

| 48012, Socond-class posiago
patd al, Blemingham, MI 48012, Ad-
dross all mall (subseriptlon, chongo
of addreas, For 69) 1o P.O. Box
gs?ﬂ. Livonia, M 48151, Telophone

10500,
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
{In Oaklnnd County)

Onoyear . . ... ... $24.20
{Elsowhora chigan}
Nowsstand . . . . parcopy, 25¢
©Ono yoar $40.00

(Elsowhers In US.A)
OnoYoDr . . . 444 s o $BO.
Al advortising published In the
Farmingion Obsorvar s subject lo
tha conditions stated In the opplica~
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A SPECIAL
FRAGRANCE FOR
HIM AND HER |

iorgio, Beverly

Hills, in the short time since il
was ceeated, has became the
favarite fragrance of fashion
£onscious scent connaisseuts |
everywhere. You'l find these N
and other fragrance products
{rom Giorgio at out Fine
Fragrance counter,

* Giorgio Extraotdinary Perlume
for women, 1oz, $150.

* Giargio Calogne Spray for
women, 3 o2, $40.

« Grorgio Moisture Lotion,
8oz, 27.50

« Giorgio Spray Cologne tor
men, 4 oz, $35

Fine Fragrances.

Awailable ai: Nenbland, Easttand,
Summit Place, Wesiland,
Dafand, Briarwood, Faitlanc,
Tivehe Oaks, Lakeside,
Saginaw, Grand Rapids,

Font Wayne and South Bend.
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