_ In Mediterranean
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Dad joins crew on sircraft carrier
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IT WAS AFTER mid, in
Malaga. The liberty launch was
returning to the USS Coral Sea.
The B0-plane aircraft carrler
had been in this anclent Spanish
sea port for-several days.

I caught an occastonal glimpse
of the oscillating green beacon as
the boat full of weary satlors and
marines chopped through the
dark Mediterranean waters.

The green beacon was one way
to alert crew members on shore

they were to return at once to the’

ship,

I was among the returning
crew members, a guest of my

' son, Mark, an electrician sta-
tioned aboard the ship. A Navy
tradition permits male relatives
to' joln a crew member for the
return ride to the United States
after a long tour of sea duty.

{Each guest must pay for all
travel and living expenses,)

We all now know, the Coral
Sea didn't steam west when it
welghed anchor, We watch it
nightly now on televiston, a focal

. point of internatlonal tension,
. AMONG AREA resldents for
whom activities of the Coral Sea
pose special interest are Mr. and
Mrs. William Breaugh of West
Bloomfield.

Thelr son, Lt, Jim Breaugh, pi-
lots an attack bomber assigned
to the 39-year-old carrier, nick-
named “The Ageless Warrfor,”
He was in the air over the Gulf of
Sidva during the Holy Week con-
{rontation with the Libyans,

Bill Breaugh also was planning
to meet the ship and ride back
with his son. But the trip was
called off immediately after a
bomb ripped apart a Berlin

e
discotheque, killing Detroit Sgt. .
th Ford.

Kenneth Ford.

‘Bill Breaugh.was notified In
time of the cancellation. But I
had left the night before and
didn’t learn of the call-off until
arriving on the dock in Spain.

At.that time we all thought the
ohly change in the ship's planned
departure for Norfolk was the
cancellation of the family mem-

Iwas. . .aguestof my son, Mark, an
electrician stationed aboard the ship,

- A Navy tradition permits male
relatives to join a crew member for the
return ride to the United Stales after a

long tour of sea duty.

" — John Reddy

* buildin

bers participation.

The crew of nearly 4,000 suil
had ils hearts set on home,

We fathers who arrived early
held out hope wé would be per-
mitted to ride the ship home,

LT. BREAUGH earlier had
told his father by phone he sus.
pected the-ship’s tour of duty
might be extended. R

That fear fueled rumors as the
ship’s crew watched what would
happen to those fathers already
aboard, X

We would be bellweathers In-
dicating which way the ship
might go when leaving-port, All
was hope as long as we remained
aboard, .

We remalned aboard four
days, :

Rumors circulated In" the
ship's -2,500 varfous compart-
ments as rapldly and freely as
the forced-tn fresh alr,

Calendars taped to bunks and
lockers had large “X” -cross-
outs. '

In the tight passageways, con-
versation was punctuated with,
“I hegrd we are supposed
to. ... . .

But that night, on the liberty
launch, tone of the dialogue
changed.

“Iheard we gotta stay.”

A HAND-WRITTEN sign at
the quarterdeck sald something
was up: “All liberty is secured.”

In the berthing area, seamen
dressed amid the eerie shadows
of night lights. .

“You'll have to leave the ship
first thing in the morning, Dad.”

That _fitful sleep was shat-

tered: “Revellle, - reveille, re. .

vetlle! All hands, revetile!”
Still, the eerfe night lights.
“The chief engineer sald we

got to be ready to be under way .
at 0800 :We're to head southeast

between 18 and 20 knots. Sorry,
Dad."

We fathers waited on the in.
credibly vast hangar deck, that
mammoth work area bathed in
amber night lights we never see
in television shots of the ship.

Somewhere Lt. Breaugh was

stirring. Mark and I said goodbye *

and he disappeared amid the
sleek aircraft, bathed in the
amber haze, .

' Morning cagt its light on the

waters as we cut toward shore,
the USS Coral Sea a massive sil-
houette in the sminll “oat’s wake.

Is it to be true that always
ther’? wiil be wars, and rumors of
war'

“I hope we don't’ get extended. -

Idon't wanna stay.”
“If we have to sla);.' damn it, I

- hope we hit "em good.,

“Listen to these guys. It's not

that simple.. What scares me Is”

they represent a cross section of
the country.” '

John Reddy is the vice pres-
ident/editorial for Suburban
Communications Corp, the
parent: company. of the Ob-
server & Eccentic Newspa-
pers. R
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A big thanks

‘to Bob Cook

*To the editor:

On the north side of Grand
River near the Civic Theater in
downtown Farmington 1s a

ig_bearing thé name of
Cook & Co.’ - .

Whatever other plans the new
Farmington Downtown Develop-
ment Authority may propose, I
hope . that the Cook and Co.
Building will remaln, for it Is a
significant structure of the rela-
tively few on the main street of
what is historie Farmi

*lating to weddings, all of which
are retyped articles from vari- .
[

phabetically,, .
There ‘are two ‘notebooks re-

uS newspapers, -

of biog—

have with these subjects.
Ballot time.is not the timo.

hope these actions get approved. -
We were pleased, In a show-of

hands at'a recent assoclation

‘There are

raphies, two' volumq ‘vls—a-v_ls :

historical events, .

‘There s a notebook of miscel-
laneous informatlon, also alpha-
betically arranged, . "

There are undated obits, blo-

k d

p any
relating to. property” and ‘land

- conveyances,

There Is an index file of high'
school classes, pre<1927, -

. Unsorted material *Includes ‘Ing

The Cook name in Farmington
is legend. And the Cook name
will ‘remaln among our trea.
sures. The granddaughter, -Judy
Cook, of the Fred Cook whose
bullding bears the name men.
tloned ahove has turned over to
the recently ecnlarged History
Room of the downtown Farm-
ington Library the lifetime col- .
lectlon of materlals that her fa-
ther, Robert B, amassed during
his 74 years, . .

Ms, Cook ‘recently gave the
members and ' guests of the
Farmlington . Historical | Society

- 8n overview of her father's large

s\

phone dir property ab-
stracts and deeds, birth and
death certificates, letters, many
of which are typed from original
coples, and memorabflla regard-
ing the post office; and Farming:
'tion famllies not In the master in-
ax, ©

Those of us who have been fn
the Farmington Historieal Socl.
ety since its beginning ‘in 1982
have an Idea of and an apprecia-
tlon for the enormous legacy that

-Bob Cook has left us.

accumulation, some of which Is -

carefully organized and cata-
logued, and more — photos, lit-.
erally thousands, as one example
boxes, - - -
“Because I believe “that ' the
community should know and thus’
come to appreciate the tremen-

Farmington will forever be in. -

debted to its own “Mr, Fa: .
ton History,” Bob Cook. mlng

o . “Lee S, Peel,

. Farmington

The coverage

‘commendable

dous treasure now in the library,

I will, in the paragraphs follow-
ing, list in. general terms the
scope of the collection, * )
" There i3 a primary card file,
alphabetized by name. These
cards ‘lead the researcher- to
other sources. .

There are index files on the
Lapham and Thayer families.

There are loose-leaf notebooks
containing obitvarles arranged
according to time periods and al-

To the editor: - .
The board of the Springbrook
2 Assocl ' wishes

“huge suc

that all were readers of your pge -
P Jack Joynt, directojs
.Sprl.ngbrpok-, Pf‘gmlnglnn Hilly .
Benefit dance
cess’

To the editor: - .
Thank you very much for taks
the time to report our Focus:
HOPE Benefit Dance March 21.7.
Please’ know that we greatly

appreciate your Interest, and are;
happy. to' inform you that the.
benefit made over $1,500. These
funds will be turned over.to-
Focus: HOPE to help feed the

‘needy in the Oakland and Wayne.

County areas. B S
. Mercy High School
Farmington Hills,

Your story
was great

To the editor:

Thank you for the great story
on one of United Foundatiof's
Heart of Gold winners, o

-1 know that Ida Krandle {a'ag

- pleased a3 we are with the story,

1t is_always' inspiring to read
abaut th e good deeds of metro
B .

to commend you and your staff
for the excellent coverage (with

descriptions and detalls) of the
recent-actions of the Farmington lielze

Hills City Council and the Farm-
lxllglon Hills Planning Commis.
sion. . N
Your deseriptions and detalls
of the many items disctssed, es-
pecially those requiring later
citizen action, may well be the
only contact most residents will

We were very pleased with the *
article by Loralne McClish and
bope that next year we can once
again work with you to help pub-
the marvelous- deeds that
Heart of Gold recipients do fof
ourcommunity.. , . ., ¢

Again, thank you for the tifmé
and effort that you spent on this
story " Cheryl A. Yarkovich

Communlcations Associate
-~ United Foundation

(Price includes exam
-and contact lenses.)

~_ Come in and get acquainted
at Pearle.You'll see an eye filling
selection of contact lenses. Bifocal.
i Hard. Soft. Tinted soft. Extended wear.
co " Gas-permeable. All the latest
lenses. All available with Pearles special
kind of care. And right now, you'll find
a special price on daily soft wear lenses.
ut hurry. A price like this could change
- in the blink of an eye.

Lomb da

. Price applies 16 American Hydmﬁ and Bausch &
I}; soft wear lenses, Ask sbout special value
priced Bausch & Lomb extended wear and tinted

lenses, Offer expites May 31, 1986,

vision center.
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