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Cash for housing rehab: ‘not enough’

Cantinued from Pago 1

 ADDING TO his anger fs the fed-
eral government's continued cuts in
CDBG mioney, Orlginally, Farming-
ton Hills officials expected to
recelve $300,000 — only a 15+per-
cent reduction” over the previous
ear. But In Februaty, offlclals were
told to expect further cuts.

«* The city 13 expected to recelve an
cstimated $254,000 in CDBG money
for 1986-87, But that could change
by the time the money Is expecled to
arrive June 1, Reductions over last
year's CDBG totals could be reduced
20-40 percent, officials sald,

.. Approximately $30,000 in expect-
¢d repayment of low-Interest loans
made through the housing program
has been added to the estimaled
CDBG lotal, bringlng it to $284,000.

, City offlclals have proposed to al-
locate $118,000 for houslng rehabilie
tatlon, $130,000 for capital improve-

.r:\ems and $39,000 for administra-
tion.

" Roberls maintains that the
$30,000 In expected loan repayments
should not be added to the CDEG to-
tals. Loan repayments, or at least a
portlon, should be set aslde as a re-
serve on which the program can con-
tinue, in case the federal govern-
ment decldes to eliminate CDBG
programs, Hoberls said. A reserve
should also be maintalned in case
residents’ fail to repay the loans, he
added.

+ USING THE $30,000 also knocks
the percentage allocations to each
program out of kilter. If the $30,000
Is Included as part of the housing
program's estimaled $116,000 allo-
-cation, that means only $80,000 Is
.actually new money golng into the
program,

What irks Roberts are the percen-
_tages used by cily offlctals when de-
:seribing how CDBG money will be
-allocated. Last year, the housing
‘program recelved a total $131,000 of
:the city’s CDBG money. Although
»the housing program is expected to
.receive a lesser amount this year,

;clty officlals have maintained that ~

.the percentage of this year's total
cxpected CDBG money allocated to
:the program nonetheless has been in-
-creased by 3 percent.

* “The remark (by city officials)
that we are getting a blgger percent-
age of funds i3 misleading,” Roberis

sald. “These {lgures, as far as per-

. .

‘If the cily council
maintains its present
conservative stance,
this program (housing
rehabllitation) will
suffer even more.

"

ROBERTS DOESN'T dlspute the
need for capital Improvements In
the low-to-moderate {ncome areas.
But he believes improvements
should be completed with money in
the city's general budget while leav-
ing as much of the CDBG money as
posslble for the houslng program.

Though city officlals have suggest-
ed six priority projects — drainage
and paving — on which to spend the

000 all

There is not g
money available to
service the people who
could be serviced.”
— Georgs Roberls
housing loan board

centages, are cooked.”

‘The truth, as far as Roberts is con-
cerned, is that $30,000 In loan repay-
ments city officlals have added to
CDBG totals may not be fully repatd.
“The $30,000 — we got it coming.
That's about $2,000 a month, But this
Is on an If-come basls,” Roberts said.
“If we have delinquencies, we won't
have that money . will we?”

This is the first time city officials
have added loan repayments to the
the city's total CDBG money, Com-
munity Development Manager Rich-
ard Lampi sald. "It (loan repayment)
is flnally getting to be a number we
can count.”

ESPECIALLY WITH an inereas-
ingly dwindling amount of federal
dollars available for social pro-
grams, Roberis wants the housing
rchabilitation program to receive a
bigger share of the clty’s total CDBG
money than is propesed.

But, as In the past, clty officlals
this year are proposing to devote the
greatest share of CDBG money to
capltal improvements in low-to-
moderate income arcas. Officials ar-
gue that such capital improvements
help a greater share of resldents
than the housing program does.

Yet Roberts Is still holding out
hope that the city council will
change its mind and allocate more
CDBG money to the houslng pro-
gram. Roberts will have another op-
portunity to make his case for the
houslng program at a publlc hearing
Monday, April 28.

The hearing is a continuatlon of

one In February that was adjourned
pending informational meetings for
residents in areas that would be af-
fected by the clty’s suggested capltal
improvements under the CDBG pro-
gram.

“The city councll can always
change thelr minds. But the clty
cauncl? is limlted by what thelr sub-
ordinates In clty hall tell them,”
Roberts sald.

By Joanno Mallszowaki
stalf writer

With the reschedullng of a Farm-
Ington Hills publle hearing for feder-
al Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) money to April 28,
residents in Farmington Acres sub-
division will have an extra two
weeks to gather more support from
neighbors for paving and drainage
improvements.

Proposed Improvements in the
neighborhood west of Farmington
Road and north of Elght Mile were
among those suggested by clty staff
that could be completed with CDBG
maney,

At a public hearing in February —
adjourncd unthl Aprll 21 and again
rescheduled for 7:30 p.m. Monday,
April 28 — city officials proposed to
allocate Farmington HIls' expected

- . T

police/fire calls

. Listed are some of the Farm-
ington-area police and fire calls
received during the past week:

@ ARSON FIRE

. A fire in the attached garage of a
vacant house on Nottingwood Satur-
day afternoon was mallclously set,
said Lt, Peter Baldwin of the Farm-
ington Hllls Fire Department.

« “We're asking the public for help
= to let us know if they saw anyone
or anything susplclous In the area
just prior to the fire,” Baldwin sald.

© “Two people were seen at the
house just before the fire and we'd
really like to lalk to them, if we
could find out who they are.”

Call tips to the fire department at
$53-0744.

The fire was reported at 4:20 p.m,
Saturday at 31705 Nottingwood. The
owner has moved to another country
and the house Is now for sale,
Baldwin said. .

Flame damage was confined to
the garage. There was smoke dam-
age throughout the two-story house,
Damage was at $10,000,

tingulshed a fire in the girls locker-
room at Harrison High School, 20095+
£2 Mile, about 4:30 p.m. Friday,

The fire was confined to & trash
container and a tissue holder. Match-
es were the apparent source of igni-
tion, accordlng to a Farmington
Hills police report.

® LARKSHIRE VANDALIZED
Vandals left nearly $400 in dam-
oge at Larkshire Elementary School,
23800 Tuck, April 12-14, according
to a Farmington Hills police report.

Vandals bent three onc-way school
signs, broke a window, chopped the
tops off two (rees and removed a
third trce. They placed the removed
tree tops against north-side windows
and set them and other combustibles
on fire. The fire melted two plastle
windows. Two gas cans and two beer
cans were found in the charred re-
mains, according to the report.

©® DAMAGE REPORTED
Rocks were used to break nine
th.slde windows at Al

<}
?

car parked at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 28050 Middlebelt, April 11.
Four wire wheel covers valued at
$400 were reported stolen from a
car parked at Hunters Square Aprit

A front yard llght valued at $110
was reported stolen from a house on
Alameda April 11-13,

A televiston, a toolbox and flshing
gear valued at $2,100 were reported
stolen from a van parked on Lincoln
Court April 11-14,

A 1884 Chevrolet Camaro valued
at $10,000 was reported stolen from
along Gateway Drive April 12-13,
‘The car later was recovered In a
field at Greencastle and Green-
meadow. .

" A 1885 Pontlac valued at $14,000
was reported stolen from the Blr-
mingham Temple lot, 28611 12 Mile,
April 12-13, The car later was recov-
ered in Detroit.

A 1986 Pontlac Sunbird valued at
$10,000 was reported stolen from
along Astor April 12-13. The car lat.

d §n Detroit.

Baldwln said.

® RUNAWAY DOZER

: Ficet Ambulance medic Greg
Mullinix had to do_a double-take
Wwhen he saw a . bulldozer headed
north on Halsted from 13 Mile Road
shortly past 1 a.m. Monday,

* When a-closer look turned up no
one at the controls, the 21.year-old
Westland resident stopped his ambu-
lance, climbed abeard the runaway
dozer and figured out how to stop it.

+ The dozer apparently had come
from the Legends construction site
gn the southwest corner of Halsted
and 14 Mile — three-quarters of a
tile away, according to Farmington
Hills Ofticer John Markey.

+ It appears the dozer had been
parked on the edge of the Legends'

Halsted entrance, then backed out

onto Halsted and moved south on
Halsted. Boot impressions were seen
in the soil next to where the dozer
lind been parked, Markey sald.

® ALLEGED ASBAULT

» Pollce wilt file an Oakland County
Probate Court Juvenile Dlvision pe-
tition charglng a 12-year-old boy
with the sexual assault of an 8.year-
dld glr) Aprtl 1'in the woods west of
Power Mlddle School, 34740 Rhons-
wood, Farmington Hills Officer
Dennis Brills sald,

& SCHOOL FIRE
 Farmington Hills firefighters ex-

mentary School, 32400 Alameda,
Aprll 12, Damage was estimated at
$150, according to a Farmington
Hills pollce report. Responding to an
alarm at 2:26 a.m., Offlcer Charles
Rozum sald he saw a man running
Irom the school into a field.
Someone drove a vehicle Into the
front gate and fence three or four
times at Orchard Lake Collision,
30863 10 Mite, April 1112, The fence
was knocked down, according to a
Farmington Hills police report.
Acar parked at SWAC Distribu.
tors, 33094 Eight Mile, received $500
in damage April 11-14, The car was
dented on the hood, doors, frame,
fenders and trunk iid and a window

cr was

A stereo system valued at $300
was reported stolen from a motor
home parked on Commerce Drive
April 1213, .

Two purses and contents valued at

. $267 were reported stolen from the
Farmington Auto Wash, 22883 Or
<chard Lake Road, April 18

A 10-speed bleycle valued at 300
was reported stolen from a house on
Pear Ridge April 12-18, ° .

A dirt blcycle valued at $125 was
reported stolen from a house on
Springbrook April 12-13.

| A radar detector, a car telephone

and a telephone beeper valued at’

$1,875 were reported stolen from a
car parked on Edgeton Court April

‘was broken, according to a Farming- - 12-13. - .

ton Department of Public Safety re-
port,

A stereo system valued ut $400
was reported stolen from a house on

Another car recelved $160 In dam- - Edgeton Court April 13,

age April 12 while parked at Farmer
Jack, 22300 Farminglon. A crack
and impact mark were noticed on
the windshield, according to a Farm.
Ington Department of Public Safety
report.

@ THEFTS REPORTED .

Listed below are some of thefts re-
ported to local police agencles dur-
Ing the past week:

Jewelry valued at $1,000 was re-
ported stolen from an apartment on
Ridgeside between March 10 and
April 10,

Two wire wheel covers valued at
$1,000 were reported stolen lrarp a

.

A 1985 GMC Jimmy valued at ~

$14,000 was reported stolen from
Garden Court Apartments on 8 Mite
Road April 18,

Three windows valued at $500
were reported stolen from a house
under construction April 12-13.

Two eclectrie drill motors and
other tools valued at $850 were re-
ported stolen from a trailer at the
Dlllon Inn, under construction at
30715 12 Mile, April 12-14.

A radnr detector valued at $225

was reparted stolen from a semi-
tractor parked on Commerce Drive
April 12-14,

prop for cap-
Ital improvements, the money would
tinance only a portion of the listed
projects,

‘‘These profects will all eventually
have to-be done,” Roberts said, “It
makes sense to finish a project for
complete rellef, though. I don't like
short-term results, Why not take
some of the money and put It fnto
some of the houses at the south end
of the eity."

Roberts malntalns that clty rove.
nue has been to complete im-
provements In other areas of the
¢ity. The same policy should be fol-
lowed in p g the low-t d:

The truth, as far as George Roberts is

concerned, is that $30,000 in loan

repayments city officlals have added

to CDBG totals may not be fully repaid.,
‘ ‘The $30,000 — we got it coming.

That’s about $2,000 a month. But this is

on an if-come basis. If we have
_delinquencies, we won’t have that

money, will we?’

money) are taking a load off the
funds of the clty,” Roberts said,

come areas helps the city cut down
residents’ expenses in a special as-

“They (cily council) are imp: 8
the capital base of the city at the ex-
pense of some of the resldents.”

WHEN ASKED why the suggested

erate income arcas with improve.
ments, he sald,

“The capital improvements (sug-
gested for completion with CDBG

capltal Imp: were not com-
pleted years ago with clty revenue,
Lampl sald he would not respond.
But he sald that by using CDBG
money In the low-to-moderate in-

N
Discussion theme: federal grant

$284,000 for capltal improvements,
housing rehabllitation and adminis-
tration. )

The cstimated $284,000 Includes
$30,000 expected in repayments of
loans made through the housing re-
habilitation program. For capital
improvements, $130,000 has been al-
located, $116,000 for housing reha.
biltation and $38,000 for adminls-
tratlon.

The February CDBG public hear-
ing was adjourned to provide city
staff time to host Informational
meetings with residents in six sug-
gested projects areas,

CDBG MONEY, according to
guidelines established by the US.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), must be used to
benefit residents with low and mod-
crate Incomes, The six s!lggu:d

projects are In low-to-moderate-In-
come areas.

Although clty officlals suggested
six projects, the $130,000 allocated

district for imp; .

“It makes the projects more at-
tractive and viable to resldents who
are In the low-to-moderate Income,”
Lamp! said. .

While clty offfcials malotain capi-
tal improvements benclit a larger
group of resldents, Roberts maln-
tains that improving the housing
stock in the south end of the city —
where a majority of the program s

e — Improves the value of the
city.

would be used to complete drainage
p ‘or paving imprg

ments on the three strects, residents

would be specially assessed. If drafn-

for  éapital §mpr can
finance only one of the projects, city
engincer Davld Call sald. -

ge imp: cost more than
the $130,00, the remaining expense
would be included In residents’ spe-

3

with residents In the six suggested
areas, only those residents In the
Far Acres
showed a significant response to
paving and drainage improvements,
Call sald. N

With the postponed publlc hearing,
residents along Edmonton, Cass and

Kirby will have more time to gather .

the required signatures in a petition-
Ing cffort for improvements,

If, within the next two weeks, rosi-
dents along the three streets gather

. a8 majority of supporl for improve,

ments, the $130,000 in CDBG moncy

clal distriet, Call sald.

IF RESIDENTS along the three
strects are unable to gather a major-
ity support for paving and drainage

p! , then the F.
Hllls City Council witl have to deter-
mine how the $130,000 wlll be spent,
Call sald.

City council members must make
a final declslon on how CDBG money
will be spent because the city's final
statement of the intended uses of the
federal money is required on May 1,
sald Thomas Blasell, public services
director.
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Your FYI consultant can do the time-consuming legwork, -
and find clothes tallor-made for your job.
And there is no charge for the service.

For the office nearest to you, phone

1-800-328-1463
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