‘Star Wars’ debated on suburban

By Tim Richord
stati writer

¢ over President Reagan's
efense Initiative — alias
tar Waes” — has moved to subur-
ban college campuses,

.. An opponent, speaking at the Or-
chard Ridge campus of Oakland
Community College, ridiculed SDI as
uiworkable,

"IUs Yike suiting up u machine gun
o1 the top of the Empire State Build-
itg in New Yark and shootlng at ten-
balls in Wimbledon, Enrgland,”
said retired Air Force Col. Robert
M. Rowman, who once directed ad-
vaneed  space programs  develop-
ment.

. An advocate, speaklng at the Uni-

ersity of Michigan-Dearborn, pre-
led SDI would have scientltic
spin-off bennfits thit would be an
elanamie hoon.

“People underestimate technologi-
¢a) growth.” said Dr. James A. Jon-
Sui, onestime Troy resldent who s
director of the government's Innova-
tive Science and Technology Office.

Bowman's speech 1ast week was
winde under sponsorship of the Nu-
clear  Freeze  Movement,  Jonson
spoke Monday in a high-tech Jecture
series co-sponsored by UM-D and
Frd Motor Co.

- IONSON, WHO who has two de-
grées In math, physics and astrono-
my from the U-M and a doctorate
from the University of Maryland,
suid that even If “t's imperfect, SDI
conld be an effective deterrent to
war,

J™An aggressors confidence level
would be ereded below the thresh-

‘The Soviets won’t allow us that
superiority (Star Wars). They will go to
war before they allow us to deploy

such weapons.’

— Alr Force Col. Robert M. Bowman, Ret.,
who once directed advanced space
programs development

hald" of a deslre to attack, Tonson

1o destroy human life.”

The government Is in the second-
year of a five-year program of re-
search on SDIL A former NASA offj.
cial, Tonson is one of six top techni-
il directors of research.

As  visualized, SDI would use
ground bases to shoot laser beams to
space-station mirrors, which would
reflect them to destroy Soviet attack
meissiles, If adopted by Congress and
a {uture president, lonson said, SDI
wauld destroy cnemy weapons with-
out destroying people or cltles.

Among spin-off benefits could be
e of laser technology in welding,
signal precessing and the medlcal
operating, he sald, lkening a laser
beam 10 a surgeon's scalpe),

BOWMAN, PUSHING hls book op-
posing SDI, called it the ultimate of-
frasive weapon, oot a delensive
weapon,

"It sounds Jike a first strike. 1t s,
The only use of ‘Star Wars’ is in the
of an aggressor — to get the
es he didn't get in a first
strike," Bowman said.
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“The Soviels won't allow us that
said, “SDI systemns are not designed  superiority. They will go to war be-
fore they allow us (o deploy such

weapons,

“Star Wars can perform other mil-
itary tasks. It can destroy (enemy)
satellites. It can Incinerate cities In
ninutes. The true mission of Star
Wars is to scize military contro) of
space,”

Reagan and the 1980 Republican
platform think In terms of “absoluie
mllitary superiority,"” Bowman said,
olfering his opposing view: “In the
nuclear age, there is no natlonal se-
curity — just common sceurity. The
enemy §s not the Soviet Unlon but
nuclear war itself.

I{e urged Reagan to "cash In™ his
50! chlp at the Geneva bargalning

Thursday, Aprll 17, 1886 O&E

oA

campuses

table and “become ‘the greatest
peacemaker in history."

BOWMAN RIDICULED ihe Idea
that Amerlean-sent laser beams
could destroy Sovict missiles
launched against the U.S. Items:

® Heat-detection devices would
have to warn the U.S. of the Jaunch-
ing of Soviet misslles, American
lasers would have to do thelr work
during the brief “boost phase,” when
Soviet rockets are boosting thelr
misslles, He put the y rate at

ets that would burn more briefly and
afford Amerlean lasers a prohibi-
tlvely short time to hit them. “This
means a laser could destroy only one
or two misslles instead of 35" he
said.

® Amcrican space statlons with
mirrors would be vulnerable to ex-
plosions or cven grains of sand
dumped In space. “If you (Soviets)
disable any part, we wind up with a
couple of trilllon dolars of useless
Junk,” he said,
 Fred Miller of the Nuclear Freeze -

0.10 percent.
@ The Sovlets could develop rock-

in Detroit on
the backers of SDI: “Corporatlons
have a lot of money (o make.”
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