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At the crossroads
-275 spurs growth, change
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By Marie Chaatno) y

. statf writer

HE 1-275 CORRIDOR — 38 of the hottest
miles of {reeway [n Michigan — staris
Just north of Monroe and ends abruptly
in Novl,

It opened in 1977, when a motorlist couid drive
the Stretch and see little but farms, trees and an
occasional home,

Today, nlne years later, farm land gives way to
a steady stream of motels and hotels, restau-
rants, buslness complexes, office bulldlngs, con-
dominiums, luxury subdivisions, shopplng centers
and banks — from Canton ’rmvnship to Novi,

And on the drawing boards are scores of bulld-
Ing projects that are destined to add handsamely
to the tax base of Canton and Plymouth town-
ships, Livonia and Farmlington Hills.

No wonder the word gold so often comes to
mind In deseribing the arca, which has been
called “the golden corridor,” “a road paved with
Rold and “the golden triangle.”

“1 DON'T KNOW If you can call it ‘golden’ or
not,” said Livonia clty planner John Nagy.

“There's certainly a lot of pressure for bullding
there. 1-275 is going like gangbusters. Bullders
are walting in lne to acquire land and develop it.

“There’s no question they could develop every
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If you have a news ftem or an
idea for a feature story or an
action picture with ¢ Farming-

ton-area connection, send a
note to our downtown office at
33203 Grand River, Farmington
48024,

FARMINGTON Hills
will become a member of the'
Western Wayne County Fire
Mutual Aid Assoclation
{ollowIng authorization by the
city councll last week.

Under terms of the
rcclprocnl fire ald agreement,

“we would formalize a mutual
ald pact with the city of
Llivonia, the townshlp of
Northville and the clty of
Southficld,” sald Clty Manager
Willlam Costick in a report to
the council.

Farmington Hllls also has
mutual ald agreements with
Farmington and with the
Western Oakland County
Mutunl Aid Assoclation, which
includes both West Bloomfield
Township and Novl,

REMINDER: Classes
resume Monday, April 7, in all
faur local school districts:
Farmington, Clarenceville, .
West Bloomfleld and Walled
Lal

e,

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — Oakland
Clreudt Judge Allce Gllbert has
upheld n Farmington Hilis City
Council election recount,
making Ben Marks the winaer
by one vole over opponent
Terry A

er.

AT THE CROSSROADS

o 1-275's inroads on western suburhs — 3A .
© Editorial comment on recent developments — 16A
o Working: boom means hundreds of new jobs — 1B
© Hotels, tax abatements, developers — 1C

© The road, the boom, its impact on services — 10C

Aaron Machnik, Canton’s bullding director,
said, “It offers easy access to all areas for mov-
ing products around.”

1275 IS THE western edge of an imaginery
triangle hat starts at the airport, runs north to
Farminglon Hills, cast to Detreit and back to the

alrport.

‘The corrhior also offers an casy tle-In to the
university research centers of Ann Arbor and the
halls of government In Lansing. Some even sug-
gest the corridor wh be the new center of Delroit
by the year 2000,

Among recent developments In the corridor

are:
© @ In Conton Townshlp — Amerlcan Yazakl
opened last year; Wallside Windows will be bulld-
Ing near Yazaki; and an Inn will be bullt at 1.275
and Ford Road.

# In Livonla, which has just about run out of

vacant land along the corridor, Victor Interna-.
tlenal Is awalting a land rezonlng for a $200 mil-;
Iton to $300 mlllion corporate office park. .

@ In Plymouth Townshlp — two office bulld-
Ings opened In 1985, There are 18 slte plans.
awalting review.

COMMUNITIES with the wulcome mat out for
rpnrulc
of business along the cnrrldor must grapple;

wl\h the following concerns:

® Insuring a good mix of ruidenUnl/commex-
cial development.

# Forglng good mluuoushlps between bu:l-
nesses and homeown

® Setting hulldl)lg helgllt limits,

@ Solving traffle problems.

@ Safeguarding the Tural * “guality of Ilfe” in
each communlty.

Building boom hastens
Hills development, too

plece of land they could get thelr hands on, Val. By Casoy Hous The former I-‘ai-mingum Hills mayor, Oakland
ues have gone so high — in one recent auction of  staff wrller Caunty and supervisor of what was
state laad along Hoggerty, the actual bld price formerly Farmington Township recalls what the
was twlce the estimated value,” Nagy safd. The six-mile corridor stretching along the  greq used to be like.

Bnl why the sudden Interest in a freeway that  westetn end of Farmington HIlls 1s a related “It used to be a “bedroom commun]ty‘ 'xmy‘

passes troft? spoke in the wheel of growth that s i Hills is b

'ONE OF THE most important reasons that I steadily through the area. ter in its own right,” he sald.
275 has had such growth is because it has such And that whee! keeps rolling. - - LT -
excellent access to Metropolltan ‘Alrport,” said From development at the Soulhtleld and'I-696 OUTLINING THE city's western boundary —'
David N director World War 1II, growth  shared with the city of Novi ~— 15 Haggerty Road
for Canton Township. moved westward on Northwestern Highway 1012 and a portion'of 1-275 where the interstate ends

1-275 also connects with I-94, I-96 and M-14 —  Mile Road, and t0 the new so-called eplcenter at  gpg merges into the I-696 route for Lansing and
roads that lead to Detroit. Eight Mllu and Haggerty. Detrolt, With the probable death of an 1275 ex-

“I-275 has tremendous assets,” Nicholson sald.
“It allows people who work In various communi-
ties to get to their places of employment almost
completely by expressway..They can leave their

But problems have come with rapld develop-
ment and growth and must be dealt with by local
officials.

tenslon north, development along Haggerty road
from 12 to 14 Mile roads in the Hills has been
prlmr?rily residential, with commerclal and In-
dustrial

homes In Canton and be on the expressway in flve

mlnu!u "
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“Qur cnmmllnlly has chnngcd ;' sald Roberl
of th

McConnel, , P

. Ploaseturnto Page @

Hills to seek park tax sJune 24

By Joanna Mallszowski
staff writer

Farmington Hlils voters will go to
the polls Tuesday, June 24, to consid-
er a specfal 0.5-mill levy for five
years to pay for development of
parks and recreatlon faclllties.

In a 6-0 votc Monday, city council
members set the special election’s
date and approved wording of the
proposed amendment to the city
charter,

The council's actlon comes on the
heels of last week's adoptlon of the

city’s ﬂve—yenr master parks and
recreation plan. The master plan
also includes devclopment plans for
the 212-acre, newly named Herltage
Park, purchased from the Eleanor
Splcer cstate in June 1985, The park
is on the west side of Fnrmlngton
Road, north of 10 Mile,

The proppsed 0.5-mll! levy Is ex-
pected to garner in excess of $3 mil-
Ilon over the next five years to de-
velop recreational facilities, includ-
ing Herltage Park, sald Dennls
Fitzgerald, Farmington Hills Parks

and Recrcation Commtsslon chair-
marn.

The proposed 0.5-mill levy (per
$1,000 of assessed valuatlon) will

The city's last request for a spe-
clal levy was in 1984 when Farming-
ton Hills voters defeated a request
for 1.5 mllls for 20 years for capltal

cost Hills

based on an $80,000 house assessed
at $40,000 — approximately $20 a
year, or $1,67 a month for flve years,
Farmington Hills finance director
Charles Rosch said.

IF PASSED, the prupused levy
would be the first such special tax
dedicated for a speclfic purpose In
the city's history.

Up close
State of the cntles |s examined

By Canoy Hans
staff writer

Local kmpact of federal

TR SR AN T AL

that places munlelpal bond sales in
Jeopardy and may cost communities
thousands of dollars, was one con-
cern voiced by Farmington-arca of-
ficlals March 27 during the flfth-

. nudl State of the Citles Break{ast.

Plans for improving area roads,
building parks, rejuvenating Farme
inglon's downtown, commerclal de-
velopment and the importance of
munleipal planning were also dls-
cussed at length by Farmington Hills
Mayor Joe Alkateeb and Clty Mana.
ger Willlam Costick and Farmington
Mayor Willlam Hartsock,

The government leaders brought
Tocal Lxsncs[h:hllghl as about 120

‘We as cities must
continue on. With all
this uneertainty
(relating to federal
lsgielation), it makes it
difficult for us planning
for the coming year.’

Farmington mayor

— Willlam Hartsock " . .

buslness community gathemd at Al-
exander B

N tjonat League of Citles conference
" Wos -y D.C. Although many

0
Co, of America In Farmington Hllls,
which hosted the government forum.
‘The gathering was  coordinated

Incnl projects are proceeding with-

ont federal help, nmclm remain

concerned about the Impact of the
a4

though the Fi 2

ton Hills Chnmbcr of Commerce,
Hartsock and Alkatech dlscussed

obtalned at the recent

budgel-culting law

and recently passed tax reform leg-,

Islation.

THE TWO pleces of leglalation

are “the most affecting our cltles
that has ever been before Congress,”
Hartsock told the group. “They pres-
ent a great dealof p for us"

Beeause (he proposed [acilities
and improvements In the master
parks and recreation plans total
more than an estimated $7 million,
revenue from the special levy would
pay for only a portion of the pro-
posed improvements.

A flve-year actlon program in-
cluded In the master plan lists 21
proposed projects and improve-
ments for parks and recreatlon, The
first nine listed are considered prior.
ity projects — totallng approximate-
1y $3 million — that would be start-
cod If voters approve the special levy,
sald Douglas Gaynar, director of the
speclal services depariment. |

The proposed projects Include:

® Construction of a sports fleld
~ three soccer flelds, two baseball/
softball fields, fitness trail and ple-
nic arca — on the northeast corner
of 13 Mile and

Farmington Hills Parks and Recre-
atlon Commission 1s studying the
possiblilty of Including the estate
house in the clty's historie district,

® Construction of a visitor center
in Heritage Park. The center would
include an Interpretative center,
meeting rooms, an office, a
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Estimated cost is $310,000.

® Upgrading 16 Farmington Pub-
lic_Schools sites, including x;rndlng
and drainage of fields. Estimated
cost ts $80,000.

® Construction of storage hulld-
ings for youth athletle programs, Es-
timated cost 1s $10,000.

@ Slte development at Heritage
Park, including park entrance, maln
road, gate, sign and landscaping. Es-
timated cost [s $274,000.

® Development of nature, hiking
and cross country ski iralls and
sledding hills in Heritage Park. Estl-
mated cost ls $137,000,

@ Development of plenfe areas,
plenic shelters and playgrounds in
Herltage Park. I:‘aumntcd cost s
$223,000.

® Development of native species
arboretum in Heritage Park, Estl-

mated cost is $28,800.
# Renovation of estate house for
ings and head-

The Gramm-Rudman budget cut-
ting act — passed last December
and which took effect March 1 re-
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quarters, and repovation of sheep
bamn Into cultural arts facility In
Heritage Park. Estlmated cost [s
$396,100.
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