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Glonda Jackson as Neaora Duncan,

author of childron’s books, who necds a now outlook on

{ite. Coantar is Bon Kingsloy as a bookstore clerk who

becomes hor partner in a plan to return turties from the
focal aquarium to thelr home in the sea.

Turtles are freed

“and so are helpers

in ‘Turtle Diary’

*“Turtle Diary” (PG) Is a very British movle that leaves one with
& good feellng about life and living. “It's a story for optimists,*as
playwright-scenarist Harold Pinter. deseribes his adaption of Rus-
selt Hoban's best-selllng novel.

. Although the [itm’s d 1s flawed, un-
expected in British films, those flaws don't really matter because
of the experiences of life, suffered and enjoyed, through which
cvcﬁfne in “Turtle Diary” passes. They are experlences which
enrleh.

Neacra Duncan, portrayed by two-time Oscar-winner Glenda
Jackson (“Women in Love™ in 1970 and “A Touch of Class® In 1973),
writes and Hlustrates children's books about anlmals, Her current
Fm}ecl 1s about a water beetle but her creatlvity is on the downsw-
Ang. .
+- -William Snow (Ben Kingsley who recelved an Oscar for his
“Ghandl”) Is divorced nnd has more or less dropped out of things.
. He works as a clerk In a bookstore and lives In a rooming house
peopled by an odd collection of characters: a [riendly landiady,
Mes. Incheliff (Rosemary Leach); the loncly Miss Neap (Eleanor
-Bron), and the quintessential stob, Sandor {(Jeroen Krabbe),

* ‘BOTH SNOW AND DUNCAN are at odds with themselves and
»their environments. Sho has a writer’s block, ho Is emotionally
.detached from life with only Sandor's mess In the Kitchen and
‘bathroem to keep his julces flowing. Both Snow and Duncan are
altracted to the glant sea turtles at the local aquarium.

First, as an of

od turtles,

. for the
“and then as personal statements to {ree themselves and to revital-

:1ze thelr awn personalities, Snow and Duncan decide to steal the

. turties, drive them 250 miles to Devon and release them so that the
 turtles may swim “home” to their native, subtropical habitat.

© With the on of & keeper, George

. Fulrbalrn (Michae! Gambon), who also belleves the turtles should
be released, Snow and Duncan successfully return the turtles tu the
sen.

Thelr long drive to Devon avolds the typical Invelvements one
might expect from such turtle-napping and climaxes in thelr joy-
‘ous release of the turtles — and a lot of thelr own problems as
well.

{ WHILE THIS might not scem too promising, the film is 50 good-
spirited that “Turtle Diary” works very well as a strong affirma.
“tion of the human splirit and of an honeat attitude toward life and
«all Its joys and vicissitudes, All the minor plot complications,
seemingly unrelated, and the great ease with which they steal the
turtles, have a kind of off-hand quallty just like life.

*.ZPeter Hannan's adds to the
-fiim's impact. Whether In the aquarium's tanks or swimming free
in-the occan, the glant sea turtles are filmed with great clarity, in
extreme closc-ups and in the middle distances as they swim their
seemingly choreographed palterns.

" The wry British realism of Jackson and Kizgzley, as well as the
cntire cast, has just the right touch for this statement about life
and its best potentialitles.

As well as celebrating life and freedom, the portraits drawn by
the cast are fun to view. The naturalism of thelr performances
relnforces the idea that this is the way life s,

JUST AS *Turtle Dlary” Is well worth your time and effort In”
getting to the movies, *Rad” (PG) Is well worth avolding.. In fact,
“Rad” i3 so Infantile that even 8-year-olds doing “wheclies™ on
thelr BMX bicycles will question this weak excuse for a film.

Cru Jones {BIIl Allen) hardly looks like Mrs. Jones' {Talia Shire)
high-school-age son, unless he repeal grade tou'r times,
He's the local hero who hits the big-time when the town’s sleazy
promoters Duke Best (Jack Weston) and Burton Timmer (Ray
Walston) bring nationally renowned BMW bikers to town for “the
big race”

Cru Jones and one of the factory reps, Christian (Lori bouglglu)_,
dance on bleycles in the school gym, Need 1say more? The "dance’
has Freudian overtones, but the film I3 toneless, tasteless, color-
less and deadly. .

“STEVIE'S LIGHT BULB,"” a short feature film (78 minutes),
written and produced locally by Drs. Sara Dubo, Francis Pasley
and Ralph Robinoviteh, Is gaining national attention,

Awarded a Biue Ribbon at the 1984 American Film Festival and
Best-of-Festival at the 199§ Amerlcan Art Therapy Assoclation
Flim Festival, "Stevie's Ligh Bulb® dlscovers the fantasy life of
children, with words and plctures. . ,

The fitm will be screened at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday at Hawthorn
Center in Northvlile under the auspices of the Michigan Assocla.
ll}t’m for Emotionally Disturbed Children. There Is no admission
charge,

Winefest celebrates season

*Tis the season to be Jolly.”

No, you haven't slept through the
seasons, This {3 a different kind of
“jolly.”

Last column reported and pro-
moted the Tuesday, April 15, extra-
vaganza at the Novt Hilton with the
Sonoma County Winegrowers Arsoci~
ation. Now announcement comes of
the fourth annual Ann Arbor Wine-
fest, an cvent designed to support
the community arts programs of the
Ann Arhor Art Association.

This is to be held fust three days
following the bash in Novi. It wlll be
qulte a week. In addltlon, in 8 more
vicarlous manner, wine enthuslasts
may participate in bidding for wines
through the annual Channel 56 Bene-

{it Auction to support public televi-

slon in our aren, a most nceded and
worthy event. The wine-bldding
night of the auctlon runs during the
evening of the 18th {also) and Is a
sub-set of the Friday, April 11, to
Saturday, April 19, auctlon.

Several locally prominent wine
people will serve as hosts and aue-
tioneers that evening, Judging by the
past, there will be most meritorious
Iots of wines on which one may bid,
Local wine people and members of
the wine community at large are
being asked to contribute from their
cellars, the minimum contribution
belng $50. Local wine outlets may
have Information about participa-
“tlon, or those Interested in volunteer-
ing may call Channel 56 at 873-7200.

BUT NOW, back to little old Ann
Arbor town,

The winefest will be held at the
Ann Arbor Inn, 100 S. Fourth, At 7
p.m. there will be a silent auction
covering some 40 lots. At 8 p.m, the
real business gets going with more
than 120 lots belng offered In tradl-
tlonal auction format. Wines will in-
clude recent vintages as well as rarl-

ties from private coltections, the lots
ranging In aize between single bots
tles to case lots. Again this year,
there will be some large bottles, al-
ways popular in events of this kind,
Honorary chalrman is John
Wright, president of Domalne Chan-
dan A great dasl of his sparbling

wino will be poured during the eves
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ning for the delight (and uninhibit-

ing) of the guests, you may be very
sure,

Other wines will be avallable as
well. A special Itallan dinner, some
rare wine books from the Longone
collection, overnight lodgling at Ster-
ling Vineyards followed by a lunch-
con at Domaine Chandon and a din-
ner for eight at the Escoffier in Ann
Arbor also‘are to be had for the best
prices.

The entry cost? A modest $25 per
person, but that includes both wine
and the food for the evenlng de-
scribed 08 “a buffet

- All of this effort in Ann Arbor — and it
is a huge enterprise requiring the
donated time and energy of many, -
many people — goes to benefit local
art programs sponsored by the Ann
Arbor Art Association.

served by local restavrants” The
food, prepared and contributed by 30
restaurants, will be offered in two
llng)cs (before and following the auc-
tion),

THE BUFFET ranges “from oy-
sters to pates lo desserts,” Its scope
will be International (as one would
expect): Korean, French, Indlag, to
nzme a few. Bountiful amounts of
w;tnu will be poured during the eve.
niog.

Perhaps taking a room at the Ann
Arbor Inn for the night would not be
2 bad Idea, One could wateh the last
part of the Channel 56 Auction be-

fore falling off (down?).

All of this cffort in Anp Arbor —
and it Is a huge enterprise requiring
the donated time and energy of
many, many people — goes to bene-
fit local art programs sponsored by

.the Ann Arbor Art Assoclation.

These include a program for eco-
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! When the
settimg’s right,
508 the night.

For One
Week Only!

April8,9,10 & 12

Enjoy the great
sounds of

' PROPHECY

«Nightly Drink Specials
«FreeHor d'oeuvres from4 pm -
«Fine Food & Spirits

«Dancing & Entertainment

COME PARTY

WITHUS! -
642-2430

30100 Telegraph (North

of 12 Mile, nextto
Jacques respaurant)

ESTAURANT
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.10% OFF.

d children
{Art Start),. scholarships, merlt -
awards and outreach
special audlences,

Some choruses of
programs to probably will be sung during the ev

nlng and, throughout, a jazz band*
For further information, call the will play. n )

[ &
- THE BEST
OF
BRUNCHES*

» Adazzling, ever-changing array of -
breakfast, luncheon and dinner favorites,
and pastries too numerous to mention,

» No compromise is ever made with quality
or freshness,

* Elegant ambiance of the Kingsley dining
rooms,

*» White linen and silver service.

Aduits *8.95 Served 10:00 AM-2:00 PM,
Dinrier Service 2:00 PM to 10:00 PM
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. Friday 1lam to i0pm

SOUTHFIELD CIVIC CENTER SOU'I'HFIELD MICHIGAN
APRIL 11-13, 1986 - o

Saturday 8am to 9pm " Sunday 10amta gpm’
‘s most and Wildlife Art Show & Balo. . .displaying

Come to M

over, 1000 original & limited edition prints, carvings, nature photography, bronzes and
~%rildlifo art gifts. . . all cn sals. Meet nationally renowned artists and participate in tho
Postivals many spootal events. : . .

Show hours: g:ldayl«prn 11 ..., 11amt0 10 pm

sotsteotmvazts 7 -

turday APri 12 ..., 0 am oD pm Thuroday, April 10 "Previow” Sponsars Only
‘ | SupdyAPTI I3+ 10SMIGOPM - priany, Apr 1111 am to 10 pm i
ol ' . Bilent awtion opon to public
. Admiission sharge: $3.00 dally . . : Wymung&?nm;bcs!m
: ““mmm"“‘”‘“‘“nm,m 1:30 pm  WudiLfs art damonstration begina
. . Saturday, April 13 Bamto O pm
. v . eunm-uuunoonug‘ugo m.mucs
Domonstrations ficheduls Fee— 1:30 pm  Wildiifs art demanatrations begin
- 43 por sesalon | L . Bunday, April 13 10amto6pm -
T o P N Do
:30 Dooqy Carving 330 DooyCarving . Apm  Biloal suction onda—prozentation of
g:g 06:30 ! s . paint o highest blader-

! For tnfrmatien oall 817.080.3630 ox 513.300-0358
.. Bdchd Wildlifs ¥ .




