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ASrluw of 12 Mile Road, between Farmington and Haggerty roads.

Counci

A monthly peek into Bob Sklar's
natebook —

ACKING OFF sometimes Is a
far wiser course than pursuing
a cause at any cost.

' In that light, the Farmington
Hills City Council wisely rescinded its
plbn to use tax increment financing to
pay for a $16%-milllon road improve-

I action
— right course

® A bond sale for cltywide road im-

ment_ project y along 12
Mlle Road, west of Farmington Road.

Farmington Public Schools trustees,
citing an opinion by Attorney General
Frank Kelley, branded such use illegal
bccause property values in the area
weren't declinlng.

-The city council, however, contended
tlmt without road improvements to 12
Mlle, it’s only a matter of time before
property values along the corridor
plummet.

-Make no mistake: A costly legal bat-
tle between the city and the schools to
détermine the validity of Kelley’s Jan.
16 opinion would have drawn the spot-
light away from the sorry state of many
Farmington Hills roads.

- :In announcing the city council’s deci-
sipn to rescind establishing a Tax In-
cgement Financing Authority (TIFA)
district along a three-mile stretch of 12

le, Mayor Joe Alkateeb hit at the fol-
Iy_ of a protracted court fight:

<“It 13 not in the best Interest of our
commun!ly to become divided through
legal suits between one local agency
and another, both of which represent
the same taxpayers’ interests,”

‘TﬂE SCHOOLS opposed the planned
TIFA, not the need to improve 12 Mile.
They concur with the city that without
improvement, tax-rich development
wjill be jeopardized along the corridor
— and the quality of life in the city
could suffer as a result.

+Tax increment financing was pro-
posed to pay for the city’s §9. s-mlman
share of a $16%-million project to wid-
en 1-696, add two freeway interchanges
and build a four-lane on 12

pi . Mile.

® Federal, state or county grants,
which are as rare as silky smooth roads
after a Michigan winter.

® A cooperative development ar-
rangement calling for special assess-
ments on developers whose property
would front the improved roadway.

® Encouraging state legislation that
would earmark more property tax rev-
cnue generated by local economic
growth for local roads.

AT RUSH hour, there are near-
gridlocks throughout the city. Bluntly
put, that is the price of prosperity — of
setting the pace in new housing and off-
ice development.

But' with 4.9 million square feet of
new office uevelopment projected along
12.-Mile by 1991 — primarily west of
Farmington Road -~ that corridor will
continue to harbor the worst traffic
conditions.

Even though 12 Mlle Is under county

the r
projected to be 8825 million shori over
the next decade.

With tax increment ﬁnanclng in flux,
it well may require a combination of
funding sources to bring about the badly
needed roadway improvement west of
Farmington Road,

.Chances are Farmington Hills resi-

dents would agree to sharing the cost if

they knew those who stood to turn sub-
stantial profits along the corridor pald
their falr share for improving the'road.

WHAT ABOUT the businesses that
threaten lo move on unless the road L'i
else'’s

l\;lle, between Farmlngton and Hagger-
tyroads, -

« Farmington Hills proposed capturing
sdme of the dollars yielded by the TIFA
distriet’s increase in assessed value for
up to 12 years.

tStepping back while the TIFA act is
upder slege gives Farmingion Hills
thme to again mull over other funding
options for the desired 12 Mile Road
bpulevard or an-alternative five-lane
ryadwny

We care what

a READERS UL'I‘MATE‘LY detcrmlne
the quality of a newspaper — especially
%e heavily colored with community

We. firmly belleve that ls. how it

slmuld be. So if you'd like to share your
opinions, write us. In our view, letters to
the edltor reflect the vigor,. dl.vmny
and wisdom of the community, : .
s We reserve the right to edit nnd con-
nse . Jetters. -In. most - cases; letters
should be limited to 300 words.’
Letters must be origlnal coples —

Maybe we should Just wish them well.
Should we be so unsure about the
clty’s corporate status to worry that
other, more community-consclous busi-
neis;;.s wouldn’t step forward to fill the
vol
The delay in lmproving 12 Mile may

slow corridor development — and slow
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KITE SEASON began Christmas
morning when I was a kid, The shirts
and pajamas that came in the Hudson's
hoxes were wrapped in a strong grade
of tissue paper that was splendid kite
material,

Sure, we could buy kites at the dime

store for 10 cents and a ball of twine for
18 cents. But it was a-lot more fun-to
deslgn, build and fly your own.
* Store-bought kites'were of one stan-
dard design: the two-sticker, But if you
n:?dc your own, they could be more ex-
otic. .

MY FAVORITE was the star kite.
You arranged three sticks like a
flzke a h

ny
points with string. That gave you two,
overlapping, equilateral triangles.
When you added the wrapping tissue .
from the Hudson’s box, you had a six-
pointed star,

It caught a lot of wind and was a
strong-flying kite.

Another favorite was the granddaddy
three-sticker, It had two vertical sticks
and one horizontal, basically a variation
on the standard two-sticker kite.

One of the best fliers was the box
kite, but it had two important disadvan.
tages: It took a lot of work and crafts-

\‘ﬁ{\

The best era for kites

- XY Tim
g # w Richard

manship to bulld, and a strong wind
would grab it and bust your string in a
hurry.

The one box kite our household pro-
duced wassalmost immedtately gobbled
by the kite-eating tree on Plerson Ave-
nue next to the farmer's field south of
Seven Mile.

THE POST-WAR era when I was a
kid was a great time for kite-building.
Earlier, my dad’s generation made
thelrs of newspaper and uséd flour and
walter for paste. We had it better.

I've already mentioned the wrapping
tissue. A lot of our dads were craftsmen
and used power saws to cut up scrap
lumber we picked up at the new housing
sites of northwest Detroit. In a few
minutes, my dad cotild produce a couple
of season's worth of kite sticks. And we
could afford better glue.

Our home-made kites were bigger,

qoas«_ve% O BLENTRIE PAPERS +
,

too — 36 to 40 inches high, \

Today’s kids probably have as much
fun flylng kites as we did, but I don’t see
any homemade kites in the kite-eating
trees of the western suburbs, -

I work on computer terminals, both
in the office and in Lansing, and the

dads in my neighborhood are -mostly
salesmen. Most of us would have trou-'
ble cutting kite stlcks for klds,

TODAY THERE are some preuy ex-
otic store-bought kites, I'll admit, made
out of light plastic.

T even own one. It's from San Fran- :
clsco’s Chinatown and has a dragon face .
with a lot of flapping talls. It's so pretty

that I'm a little afraid to fly it. So we ]

use it as a front door.decoration,

But I'm glad to report that one instl- #| -

tution — Qakland County .parks —.1s ..

keeping alive the artistic sclence of kitel]

building. At 1 p.m. Saturday, April 12,

they're having a kite-flying clinic at In- .J..

dependence Oaks County Park, Sasha-
baw Road 2% miles north of 1-75. near .
Clarkston, in case you're interested.

Fee is $2 (for materials) plus vehicle
admission at the park gate. When you're -
done, you'll have your own kite. I guar-
antee you'll enjoy it, and you know a '
newsman can't print a lie, ;

Rouge -+

DAVE .VRABEL. moved from De-
trolt’s westside, where he grew up, to
Redford Township a few years ago. But
while the location changed, one con-
stant remained in his life,

The Rouge River has always been
close to home.

“1 played along the Rouge Rlver all
my life,” he told a group g d in

friends =

Livonia last week, *And I see how dirty
:nd crummy it looks, I just want to
elp.”

There were a lot of Dave Vrabels last
week—some 35 in all at an organiza-
tional meeting of the “Friends of the
Rouge.” Some were proleeslonnlly ori-
ented some

That 'is wbat‘s behlnd the June 7
cleanup day that’

: g:e."

cleanup

We have a whole staff available in the
conservation department to assist. Just
shout,” sald the rep.

There was also Nancy Watkins, an
emplnyee of the Wayne County Parks
and Recreation Department, and a self-
styled “public ,enemy number one"

among developers because of her strong . |

opposition to developments that dom-
age flood plains and river patterns.  *
There wag also Chester Marvin with.

and volunleers from ali along the Rouge

hope will mark the start of an nnnual

observance,
IN THE

sometimes noxious river, is doing

- were not. All shored a common denoml-

nator — whether they came | irom Ro-
ovi, W

quite curious, It's bringing
together a }nlx of people from an’as-
o

expansion of -the city's non-r
tax base, But maybe, In the natural or-
der of things, the city will be the beuer

you think:

lypew-rmen or. Icgibly lundprlnted_
Carbons, reprints and photocoples will
be discirded,

- Letters must be nlgned and include
the address and telephone. number of
the author, Names of authors will be
withheld from publication only for, rea-
sons we consider to be compelling,

. Send leiters to: . Readers' - forum,”

Farmington ‘Observer, 33208 ' Grand
River, Farmington 48924, We'll be hap-
py to consider prlntlng thcn).

_ - DobBkiar

chester or d or
Melvindale—they live alung the Rouge
River and that connects them.

THE R, which is 125 miles long
and looks and smells like an open sewer
in parts, has become a celebrated cause .
these days. It is — environmentally

king — notorlous. It is to water

apeal
- .quality what Moammar Khadafy is to

common sense and good decency.

But now it has become. the focus of
local and state c]eanup efforts whlle a
joint Canadian-Ameri

backgrounds and private
interests, -

Take, for cxnmple, the collection

represented . last W There were
“those from 'League of Women- Voters,
iike Helen Boxer and Verona Morse of

Southfield, the powerful Michigan Unit- -

ed Cons;rvnlion Clubs, the Dearborn
Heights-based Wayne county ‘Taxpay-
ers Association, and the UAW.

“The UAW is here, available to help

pollllcally. lnnuenunlly and mmncmlly, R

PROCESS, this' notorious,

's 4-Wheel Drive Cluh.;,
Wlmt was hls nterest? *I was involved
with Project Pride. We've pulled out-
wvehicles from the river with our truck
since 1979.” . i

Finally, D{ck Ralson of Novi sald he
‘found himself. drawn toward attending &
because of his active involvement wmr
:lhe Blg Brothers, Big Sisters organiza. *

on. | - .
© MM this is [easlhle, 1 ]ust think lhh
river could be a fantastic resource for
kids, It's part of the good olé days, go.
down tothe river and fish.

In all likelihood, the Rouge wilt never
again be a recommended fishing sites”
But there's nothirig wrong in hopling that
someday, some kids will grow up — like.
Dave Vrabel did — with un!alnted
memories.

I

ordem that it be cluned up before its

Great -~

serious ‘threat to: the
I.nku, into whlch it flows after leavlng
these commuinities,
Years of neglect, raw sewage dump- -
ing and rapld development in the region

‘has made everyone responsible for its
present state,’And folks along the rivert
basin reallze the peed for a cohesive, |

comblned effort.
N

The ri var, whlch ls 125 mlles long and
looks and smellis like an open.sewer in
parts, has become a celebrated cause

these days. It Is — environmentally * ..
speaking — notorious. .
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