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Champagne tells panel: OU needs money

By TIm Richard
slaff writer

Joseph Champagne was emphatic
about Oakland University's top pri-

ority.

“Senator, If I had §5 milllon more,
about $3.8 milllon would Immedinte-
1y go to {new) faculty to rcduce the
student-faculty ratio from 22-1 to 18
or 18-1," the OU president told a
state Senate Appropriations subcom-
mittee.

“Qur primary weakness Is Insuffi-
cient numbers of faculty,” Cham-
'pagne told the pancl headed by Sen.
. Willinm Sederburg, R-East Lanslng.

QU, LIKE the other 14 four-year
colleges and universities across the
state, Is slated for a fat 5.4 percent
increase in state ald in Gov, James
J. Blanchard’s fiscal 1887 budget.

Champagne argued that the Ro-
chester Hills-based unlverslty should
get'mare for two simple reasons:

® During the last decade, while

Joseph Champagne

ed such grlm pletures, smill.‘d “On,
yes, All”

CIIAMPAGNE,. Gov. James J.
and many state officials

college has
shrunk 11.4 percent, OU's has grown
7.7 percent.

@ Since the recession began In fls-
cal 1980, college funding changes
have been pretty much at a flat rate,
Result:0U’s student-teacher load is
the hlghtsl h\ the state,

agree in theory on the answer to
some money woes: program-driven
formula funding, rather than flat in-
creases,

Blanchard's budget message re-
vealed that state school officlals are
working on such a formula and had
one to hls office. But In a

used
terms like "aeriously underfunded,”
“serlousty disadvantaged” and “un-

OU'’s testimony came near the end
of an alternoon of testimony In the
sccond sct of hearings held by Seder-
birg. A Senate staff member, asked
privately If any other colleges paint-

cryptle remark that hinted at inter-
nal disagreement, the governor said
“more work"” Is needed and opted for
this year's 5.4 percent hike.

In the flscal year that started lost
Oct. 1, the state gave OU $27.4 mil-
llon pllls a $500,000 cut of a §25 mil-
lion state rescarch fund,

This year Blanchard proposed
$28.9 milllon plus $500,000 for re-
search. Champagne asked for a total
of $32.8 mlillon.

Enrollment s expected to rise to
9,640,

QU's current state ald is $3,011
per student, nearly $400 below the
state average. Champagne asked to
be raised to the average, if not im-
medlately, then gradually over a pe-
riod of years.

SEDERBURG voleed his

Current undergradunte tultlon for
Michigan residents is $1,705, Cham-
vagne sald there would probably be
an increase for the fall semester,
“but it won't exceed the governor's
4.3 percent cefling.”

its research.

WHILE OU ranks with the
smatler reglonal schools in terms of
faculty teaching loads and space per
student, Champagne sald It deserves
to rank in the “Big Five In'terms of

pagne cited:

$400,000,

His charts showed OU ranks with
u:: Unlverslty of Mlchlglm. Wayne
an

® Financial management Infor-
mation systems — $308,000, |
. @ Labor cducatlon and cconomlc

fcal Unlvcrslty In terms ul state and

private rescarch grants generated.
Asked what programs would be

enhanced In the year ahead, Cham-

® Computer-aided deslgn and
computer-alded manufacturing —

135,500

. Acndcmlc compulcru
$400,000.

Desplte his tough questioning,
Sederburg publicly praised Cham-
pagne’s management and OU’s con-
tributions to the state's economie re-
cuvcry thra ugh lha Onklnnd Techunol-
ogy Park.

that blg appropriatlons Increases
would allow most universities to
hold down tuitlon rather than for
other priorities.

That was when Champagne sald
hls flrst priority was adding more in-
structors to a faculty that has 372
full-timers and 177 part-timers,

Sederburg, whose distriet Includes
the Mlchigan State campus, asked
about OU's Image as an affluent
school in the heart of Oakland Coun-
ty's high-technology boom district.

“Seventy percent of our students
work,” Champagne replied, “Many
take five years to earn their de.
grees."

He was supported by Wilma Bled-
soe, QU vice president for student
affalrs: “Our students can afford the
tultlon, but at enormous sacrifice.
OQur average age I3 26 years, These
are not 18-year-old silk-stocking stu-
dents.”

Morcover, sald Champagne, OU
enrollment of nearly 9,500 full-time
equated students translates into a
head count of 12,000, requiring more
overhead expenditures on counselors
and parking lots. -

OCC president ties to help
industry sell goods in Orient.

By Tim Richard
statf writer

¢ An educator who spent a decade In
Japan as a social worker now wants
to help Michigan industrialists sell
goods In the Orlent.

. “We're exploring joint sponsorshlp
of & program for small busincsses
Who want to go Into the export busi-
ness,” Oakland Community College
President R. Stephen Nicholson told
trustees recently.

“ Nicholson sald he is exploring with
Macomb Community College setting

ministéato
Mucomh'a South Campus.

ich o program. He spoke last,
,luncheon group of ad-

THE OCC president speaks fluent

. Japanese, colleets Orlental art and

can even write poetry in Japanese
literary styles,

He became president of the four-
campus nstitution last year as the
state of Michigan renewed its efforts
to bulld up exports to -~ as well as
Imports from — Japan. Meanwhile,
this week state Commerce Direclor
‘Doug Ross and Labor Director Ellza-

.beth Howe are In Japan on such a

olssion.

“We need to place more emphasis
on knowing who our neighbors are,”
Nicholsen “contends. “It's rather
amazing to 'me that the colleges in
Michigan have been 30 slow to, pick

up allof lhc oppnrlnnlum to begln to

" ness. peopla - make " the

qualify people for jobs in these inter-
natlonal areas.

“They are exclting jobs, they're
fullilling jobs, but they're jobs that
require that we speak other lan-
guages.”

HE WENT ON: “We can't allow
ourselves to be shut up by novice re-
parters and novice senators and rep-
resentatives who go down for three
days and come back and tell us what
{’h x'v}ng on, It takes more time than

nt."” ~

The rtole of communlty colleges,-
Nicholson sald, can be 10 help | bll.li-

IF you're planning a party, wedding, bar mitzvah
or reunion, you'll find Fairlane Manor in
Dearborn sults any occasion to a **T}* With its
clegant appointments and lush wooded
surroundings, Fairlane Manor is an extraor-
dinary showcase (or your next party, with
space for up to 2,000 people. And the cost is
fess than you may imaginc.

Fairlanc Manor offers an extensive choice
of cuisine, from a full banquet to a simple
cup. o[' tea, Ethnic and special menws are also

A pr i hnnquc! .

Conlerence and
Ranquel Center

TEeA FOR 2
OR 2000.

15000 unhbam Drive :
Dearborn, M! 48126, Gt R e e

will help bring your party 10 life, arranging
for any special services you need, from pianos
and private.bars to cakes and ice carvings.
And should you have out-of-town guests,
hotel and motel accommodations are just five
minutes away,

Whether your idea of a party is tea for 2 or
T-bone for 2,000, Fairlanc Manor is the
perfect seiting to make every oceasion a
special one. For information and rates, please
call (313) 336-4900,
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