' If you hauc & news item; fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with o Farmington"area
conncction, send o .note to our
downtown ufﬂce at 33208 Gmnd
Rwer, Farmington 48024, ...

SENIOR adults will hannr
thelr own with a Volunteer ** . *
recognltion ceremony at 10
a.m. Monday, April 21, In the
TFarméngton Hills Senlor Adull
Center.

‘The public thank you (or Co
t10se who have glven their tlmo .
+nd tatents for the ceénter's”
f:nprovement is planned In*"
abservanco of National .
Volunteer Woek April 20-2 6.

DANCERS wha sludy
with Virginla Dickerman will
Turnish the floor show when', . .-
mathers and daughtors from St,
Fablan Catholic Church in "
Farmington Hillg get togeuwr
{er thelr annual holtday
hnnqucl Saturday, April 19.

s Is the first spring In 26
yn.m shn has never.been.
tnvelved in staging a for:
recltal Instend, she will o

highway
appears

unlikely
By Josnno Msliszowski
siaif writer

Farraington Hills' proposed exten-
sion of Northwestern Highway ap-
pears to be a dying Issue in light of
West Bloomlield Townshlp officials’
oppositlon,

“Northwestern doesn't extend
through West Bloﬂm(ic]d anymore.
It's gone. There are in the
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right-of-ways now. I, for one, won't
spend $1 to extend Nunhwcs!um to
Maple Road,” township Trustee Ray
Holland sald.

Trustee Jeffrey Leib substantiated
Holland's reaction. “If Farmington
Hills thinks we're going to alleviate
Orchard Lake congestion (by divert-
Ing Northwestern traffic onto other
roads), you're wrong. It's never
golng to happen. T'll never vote for
that as long as I am a trustee.”

Despite the opposltlon. Farmlng-
ton Hills and offl~

[ I:Ivlng

Mary Wagner (left), with

33318 Grand River, statfed by'parents of group home residente.

Trailblazer

By Joanne

stalf writer

cials have agreed to form a coalitlon
to study and develop solutions to
trafflc problems of common con-
cern.

Officials from both communities,
as well as from the Michigan De-
partment of Transportlon and the
Oakland County Road Commission,

- met Wednesday night to discuss traf-

fle problems, as well as reviving
lans to extend the

ln Dlr:kerman Dlnce Etu\ﬂo,
F&rmingtun S

HELPING band. . 0
" The Farmington Hilts Fim -
Department hopes toralse” * -~
$1,000 for the Natlonal Inst.ltutc.
for Burn Medicine thro o
April canister drive. "
Firefighters will be nt nren
shopping ceaters and .-
restavrants during the montlx
‘The Natlooal Institute for *
Burn Medicine is a health ca
support group dedicated to, *
preventing burn injuries, mvlng
the lives of burn victims apd
improving the chances for
complele recovery nmi
rehnhlllmuon

3 CRANT winner.
anungmn Hilly mldenl
lin Ekstrom, on behalf.
of Wnynu Stato Univeralty,
vvon a $248,215 grant from th
Natlonal Institute of Health.
. The money will help fund &
‘500 000 animal {acillty
improvement project al WSU'
School of Medicine. . - -
Ekstrom Is director of ihe
Diviston of Laboratory Animal . -
Resources and an assoclate. - |
professor'in the Department
Patliology in the Sch

Fannlngton Cily Ca\lndl hoa
authorized the purchase of

Departinent of Public Safet:
and two portable hand radios
for use-by the anartmmt of.
Publie Services.

. The replacem
cosung $4,380, wlllbe W
purchased from Motorola’
Communications ani

~ FOOTNOTES: One y
‘ago th week'— Farmin, gton
schdot district yoters will ha
‘14 candldates to choose {ron
‘when Lhey go ta the polls; -
‘Monday, June 16 (1985)

Awo seaty on the Farmi

P
state trunkllne beyond the 14 Mile
Road-Orchard Lake Road intersec-
tlon to Maple Road.

After Mary Wagner opened her
first group home for developinen-
taily disabled adults, she kept her
fingers crossed and walted for her
bubble to burst.

That was.17 years and 12 group
homes ago, ~ .
“The bubble hasn't burst. The
bubhle Is growing,” sald the execu-
tive director of Communlty Living
Centers In Farmington.

“When we opened that {lrst
house, I thaught that would be it.
But we car!: t Igrow fast enough. l

“THE 1SSUE (|
has to be put aside ﬂnal!y If that's

Pleaso turn to Paga 3

= jus
going into the houses and seclng
how happy people are. They arc

people

llvlng a hnppy and fulll]llng life,”
Wagner sald.

1t could posslbl be the least
well-known . fact in the publle’s
knowledge of group homes, but
ﬂley were Wagner's idea.

In fact, the state's first group
home was not born by statute or as
the result of controversial discus-
sions In longstanding government-
al cammittees.

WAGNER’S GROUP home con-

She helped pave way for group homes

cept was born of a need she saw
among students while teaching
speclal educatlon at North Farme
tngton High School in the 1960a. .

Although she successfully helped
her graduating students find jobs
in the community, something was
still missing from their llves.

What was missing was what ev-
erybody else has to make life full-
filling and enjoyable — compan.
fonship with peers, a soclal life,
and an opportunity to llve as inde-
pe;:ldnmly as  possible, - Wagner

“Every time I get a call from a
parent, they say everythiog is finc,
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RANDY BORST/statf photographer
at the Re-Runs Resale Shop,

‘We can’t grow fast
“enough. I definitely feel
successful — just
going into the tiouses
(group homes) and
seeing how happy
people are. They are
living a happy and
fulfllllng lite.”
— Mary Wagner,
Community Living Centers

Shooting spree angers homeowner

By Bob Sklar
statf writer

Bernie Harrison Is hopping mad
about last week’s snlper fire that left
nearly $1,000 in damage to hls
Farmington Hills house.

“It doesn’t make you {eel too safe
to llve in your own house. You won-
der if there’ll be a next time,” sald
the computer service manager.

Both Harrlson and his wife, Muol,
were at work at the time of -the
snlper fire. They moved to their
ranch house on 13 Mile, cast of
Drake, from Novi last September.

Eight passing cars, a parked pick-
up truck, two houses and a Michlgan
Bell Telephone Co. building sus-
talned bullet holes or Impresslons
about 4 p.m, April 7. The shots al-

« legedly came from a secondfloar

window of a house across from
where the Harrisons live,

Three Farmington Hills teen-
agers face felony charges In connee.
tion with the shooting spree, At least
40 shots were fired, Several bullets
struck passing cars, narrawly miss-
Ing people inside. )y O

neither he nor his wife were home
during the gunfire. Four bullets were
fired Into thelr house through the
dining-room plcture windows.

One bullet hit a dining room chan-
dellcr Two bultets entered the kitch-

one was hit, police sald.

HARRISON FEELS darn lucky

g off a wall, tearing
ulrough custom drapes and boring
through a back wall. A fourth bullet
passed through the kitchen, a back

wall and the house's alumlnum sid-

B .

“Had we been sitting in the dining
-room, standing at the refrigerator or
using the kitchen phone — ail com-
mon places to be at 4:30 in the after-
hoon ~ we probably would have tak-
enseveral bullets,” Harrison sald.
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4 injured in crash

Throo city employecs — a quarter of Farmi 2
Department of Public Works staff — sustalned mumpla tnju-
rloo ohorﬂy pnk 8 a.m. Friday whon thoy were struck by an
| car, ¢ to a Farmington Department of
Public Sataty rcpon. Offlcors bslleve the driver had a selzure.
Injured ware city employses F, Novmln qroou, 87, of Naw Hud-

and Stave

ry , 31,
Klein, 23, of l.lvonh. aoon and Novakowsk( wore admitted to

ford

to 8t Mary's Livonia, C

Fnrmlnulon Hille, and later lmnnferred
EMS

RANDY BORST/statf phalographer

(above) tend to the Injured. The car came lo rast in front of
Bootllegger’s, Witnossesa told officers tho driver of the car, a
24-year-old Detroit man, was westbound on Grand River when
he suddenty drove from the curb lane into the left lane, then
off the road, striking the three victims, who wore working at

tho corner of

to Bols-

waoro f

Kieln was

ploy

up on a water main break.

and Grand River. The em-

what’s inside
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Claasified line,

We make it
\

So easy to place an
ad-just pick up the
phone. We'll do the
restl

591-0800

Usa Your MastorCard or Visa




