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1f you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with a Farmington arca

send @ note to our
{downtown office at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

FORMER Farmi

' Schools

eyeing a

similar
tax rate

By Casoy Hana
stalf writer

Observer editor Steven Barna-
by, now Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers managing editar,
will be among the judges for

the second annual Focus: HOPE
Journallsm Olympics Thurs-
day, May 1, at the Focus: HOPE
Industry dMatl, Detrolt.

Chosen as (helr school’s best,
tvro students from cach of the
203 tri-county high schools will
compete for $2,000 in schelar-
ships during the day-long,
hands-on excrelse in reporting
and writlng on deadline,

ATTENTION, school art
lovers,

‘The Farmlngton Area Arts
Commisslon 1s able to provide a
$50 subsidy toward arts
programs — fine arts, poetry,
dance and muslc — this school
year.

Dlrect querles to Farmington
Puhllesahwls‘ princlpnls .

ZEl'lOl NG Inon cnergy.
Farmington Hills City .
Council April 14 authorized the
publle services dircetor to”
retain State Wide Aleminum
Produets at a cost'of up {0
$4,458 to supply and fnstall
energy efficlent storm windows
n the clty hall.

The windows wll] be to city
specificatlons.

"This energy-saving profect
will help make clty hall more
cnergy elficlent In terms of its
use of natural gas for heating in
the winter and cleetricity for
coollng tn the summer,” Clty
Manager William Costick sald.

“It Is anticipated that this
project will pay for ltse)! in two
to three years.”

NO go. R

Both Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills have chosen not to
support an Oak Park resolutton
urglng establishment of &
branch office of the county -
clerk in the southeast part of
QOakland County.

Both city councils pointed cut”
that a county clerk’s office In
southeast Oakland County prob-
ably wouldn't be much closer
than the clerk’s main office in
the county complex in Pontiac.

SHE'S bonored.
Melissa Taylor, princlpal
celilst with the Unlversity o(m

Farmington Publle Schools wlll
llkely continue to levy 32.5 operating
mills for 1986-87 and may budget
$2.5 million to begln a distrletwide
bullding repalr program.

‘The rate (s four mills less thap the
district's 36.5 millage levy maxi-
mum. A mill in the Farmington dis-
trict equals about $1.4 million, ac-
cording to officials.

Preliminary budget figures were
released Tuesday at a school board
budget study sesslon, The session

* precedes the requlred truth-in-taxa-
tion hearlng scheduled for May 20
where the public's budget vofce s
heard. Adoptlon of the district's an-
nual budget s scheduled for June 3.

‘THE BUDGET includes $56 mlil-
1>n In revenues, $53.5 million in cx-
penses and $2.5 million for building
repalrs, The majority of the budget
is salaries,

‘The proposal represents a $5.26
million Increase frem the previous
year, Michael Fianagan, assistant

The increase is due to the inclu-
slon of foud service and athletic
budgets, which were noted as line
Items for the first time this year, sal-

supcrintendent for flnance, reported. ,
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North Farmington senior John Lucas crafts a violin in his garage workshop.

Woodworker

| By Casoy Hans
stast writer

ry the
district’s bus transportatlon system
and increases in elementary and spe-
cial education staffs due to projected
growth In these arcas.

IF NO major budget adjustments
oceur this year, the district will not
have to dip into its fund equity of be-
tween $3 and $3.5 million, Flanagan
said. Because of predicted future
changes In school funding at the
state level, Flanagan predicts the
tr:m :I -formula district may need the

L

Under state law, the board can
amend the district’s budget monthly,
if nccessary. What they cannot do, is
change the levied mitlage rate to the

Please turn to Page 8

12 Mile

By Joanno Maliszowski
statf writer

Youth
won a $1,150 scholarship to at-
tend Interlochen Natlonal
Music camp this summer.

The Farmington Hills Merey
High School student also won
Farmlngton Musicale's
| Excellence In Musie ficst-place
award In competition with
ninth and 10th xraden early
this s::ring

REMINDER: Tuis is

.| Plastics Week In Michigan,
recognlzing the contribution of
the plasties Industry to

:| Michigan's cconomy, -

- This also is Natlonal

.| Consumers Weck, Presldent

;| Reagan has proclalimed

+| “Consumers Rate Qunll!y”' as-
JJhe thomn.

FOOTNOTES: One year
.| ago this week — White

«Increased bullding activity in
:Farmington Hills is‘a welcome

-| sight for most, 1t's also causing
Ja mnlntcnnncc problem on the

7| roads. .
. Dcsnllc a cuy ordinance

| requiring bullders to clean up

| .the roads near thelr construe-
tion sites, city staf{ and council -.."
‘|- members have been getting -

-} -complatnts from residents

3 nbou( the messy ; ron ds,

Although clty officlals support the
Oakland County Road Commission's
planncd widening of the 12 Mile
Road bridge at Pebble Creek, they
are hoping it can be delayed until
next year so resurfacing of the coun.
ty road can be Included in the
project.

“They are going to conslder post-
poning " It," sald Thomas Blasell,
Farmington Hills public services dis
rector, after discussing the project
with county englneers Friday,

Cily officials are requesting the
resurfacing of 12 Mile, between Ink-
ster and Qrchapd Lake roads. The
county road commission has also
been asked to conslder Installing
left-turn arcas along the -roadway
for subdlvision entrances, Blasell
said,

The project’s postponement would
be better financlally because by the
time bids could be taken in August
this year, construction prices will be
hlghnr. Blasell sald.,

The estimated $500,000 pm]ccl

., Wil be financed primarily by the

state and federal governments, The

county and Farmington Hills will

each pay approximately $46,000,
which Incluﬂu proliminary costs,

DESPITE CONCERNS about tha
plans from neactby nelghbors and
city officlals, the, Furmlng(on Hills

City Councll fast week approved the

7 T

Shaping and carving the subtte,

woaden curves of a traditional vio-
Hin has become an integral part of
John Lucas' life,
While many high school friends
, spend thelr money on entertain-
ment, Lucas spends his on speclal-
Sty woods and hand tools as he de-
* velops his craft of creating string
- Instruments. Most of his free time
is also spent on projects,
“I dabble in the exotle woods,”
the North Farmington High School
- senfor safd, He scouts specialty
lumber yards for woods that add
detailing and leave his individual
mark on woodworking projects.
“I's the speclal, fine details that
add up the time,” he added.
Lucas developed the necessary

* patience to fine-tune his musical
woodworking ~ a hobby tlmt in-
lrig;:u him, h

"I try to touch on every aspect
of the woodworking” “he p‘c:;
Pained. “Basically, I work for the
sound and have a

Twenty-Flve Cents

g -

S, AT
RANDY HORST/atart photogrophor

Hills teen fashions strlng'mstrumnnts

Y try to totich on every aspect of the
woodworking. Basically, | work for the
sound and craftsmanship. | have a lot
of respect now for the tools.’

— John Lucas

North Farmington senior

Tot of respect now for the tools,”
HIS INTEREST stems from .

school woodworking courses,

which trained him to make cvery-

To Lucas, warm weather Is not
spent entirely in the garage work-
Ing with wood. It also means
kayaking on area rivers and par-

thing from'a clock, to
gun stocks, chess pieces and tables
and & recently completed cedar
canoe’that sits in his family's ga-
rage awaltlng ‘warmer summer
months,

bridge to be wi

concept of widening the bridge from
its current two lanes to five lanes.
The 12 Mile bridge I3 west of Ink-
ster, between Herndonwood and Ink.
ster.

Residents In the nearby nefghbor-
hoods are concerned about county
plans to close 12 Mite during the
widening project because trafife will
have to be detoured. City officials —
also concerned about detouring traf-
fic — are concerned that the five

lanes on the brldge contradict the
¢ity's plan for three laneson 12 Mile,

between Inkster and Middlebelt.
“We might have to rethink three
lanes,” Counciiman Ben Marks sald,
in light of Southfleld considering
construction of five Ianes on 12 Mile,
The project will.be flnanced pri-
marily by the a:a(e and federal gov-
Hills

in sports ltke trout fish-
ing — where he can use his hand-
made trout net, which he shows
with pride. His love of the outdoors
followed him on a recent spring
break to Florla, where he spent

dened

The city and road commlsslon’s

time In the Keys,

Is creatfon of string instru-
ments does not extend to a knowl-
edge of playing them, although Lu-
cas- docs play the guitar, He re-
cently finished a traditional rose.
wood violin and a modern-looking
fiddle with'a natural finish,

-Plaase turn to Pago 8

Sy e

what’s inside

Around Farmln;l;toh . 6B

shares includes the cost of prelimi- Classlifleds. . Ssctions C-D
nary englneering. Crossword puzzle . . .20

Some council v....8B
concern over widening the bridge to ‘Ontheagenda. . . . 10A
tive lanes, particulirly because the Police/fire calls . 11A
city has future plans to widen the - Shopplng cart .3-4B

two-lane road to three lanes. A fifth

Ianc on the bridge would be wasted, -

and the county road

Joan Dudley said.

each paylng approximately $46,000,

Pleaseturnto Page8 |

Emotions grab spotlight

at ‘dnvmg drunk’ forum

By Casoy Hans
stalf writer

Latry Rotta had Farmington Har-

rison High Schoo) students on an.
Fri

emotional rollercoaster ay.

He carrled them from laughter
and comic storles about teen life.
styles, into talcs of teen deaths due
to drinking and driving — shocking
many seated In the gymnasium Into
a dead silence.

The Michigan director ' for sm-
dents’Against Driving Drunk lpcnds
80 percent of hia time

sored Friday by the Harrlson SADD
chapter, one of 275 In Michigan,
which has more chapters than any
other state.

Although Rotta is based in Mount
Clemens through the Macomb Inter-
mediate School District, the support
of private buslnesses and groups al-
lowed the organization to go atate-
wlde, he sald. Harrison began lts
SADD chapter last year, and there
are chapters active at North Farm.
ington and Farmington’ hlgh schools
as well,

high school groups. He was npﬂn-

Ploase turn to Pago By

‘When you're dead, it's
over. There's nothing.
We have to say, never
agaln are we going to
allow this (driving
drunk) to happen in
our community.’

-~ Larry Rotta, director

SADD-Michigan

* Your Observor
Carrlor. will bo

" stopping by this wook to
collact for the month. Plnusa
have thé money n
ba sure to gat your rooolpl.
it's worth a $2.00 discount
on' the next cluulflod
advertisement you place In
your homelown newspaper.
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