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? Male clubs, phooey
I\/Iahaffey criticizes clubs for excluding women

By Tarl Banos
staff writer

. Corporations such as Michigan
Consolldated Gas Co. and Burroughs
Corp. have stopped sponsoring
memberships at the Detrolt Athletic
Club because to do so would give
conflicting messages to their em-
ployees, said Detrolt Councilweman
Maryann Maha{fey last weck in Blr-
mingham.

Mahaffey told the story of one
Blrrough's attorney who found that
while her company was working
internally to “advance women in ex-
ecutive positions,” sponsoring a cor-
porate membership at an all-male
<club served an opposite purpose.

“Companles pay dues to private
clubs because they want a prescace
In that organization, because that s
where the movers and shakers
meet,” Mahaffey told an audience of
mostly professional women at a
breakfast last Thursday In the Com-
munity House.

Likewise for women, she noted:
“Belonging 10 a club where business
is conducted is necessary to equal
opportunity and options.”

BUT EQUAL opportunitics stop
when private organlzations block
membershlps for women, she sald.

“Women cannot achleve their full
potenttal if denied access to where
business is conducted because that
means they don't have free access.

‘Belonging to a club where bi.lsinesa is
conducted is necessary to equal
opportunity and ‘options.’

— Maryanne Mahatfey
Detroit council member

crimlnation ordinance for the city of
Detroit,

Modeling it after similar laws in
New York and Philadclphla, she said
she would not introduce It for a vote
until she lobbied for public support
to put pressure on her council col-
leagues.

Mnhnirey relterated to the graup
the root of her oppaosition,

“Corporate ducs nnd cntertain-
ment expenses are deducted as busi-
ness expenses on one's income tax.
When you deduct those expenses,
you're not paying taxes on It and
that deprives the rest of us. My posi-
tlon has been if they want to dis-
criminate, that’s OK, but don't ask
for special parking priviteges and
huslncss deduellnns, she told the

roup.

While most of those who spoke up
agreed with Mahaffcy’s position, a
{ew did not.

ONE AUDIENCE member ob-
jected saying, “You have one govern-
mental bedy trylng to set parame-

For me, the women's has
meant opening up optlons.”

"One member told me It's very
impartant to belong to this club and
10 get included In activitles because
it can help you move up the ladder.
It's where the deals are made,” she
sald.

A Ruest of.several local women's
groups, Mahaffey was asked to talk
about the downtown Detrolt club's
exclusion of women, an issue that
sparked contreversy when its board
of directors voted to exclude women
members by class. |

MAHAFFEY EMERGED as an
outspoken critic of the clubs prac-
tices at that time. She is continuing
the battle by drafting an anti-dls-

ters (on fer a private
club, which is thelr rlghl »

Mahaffey responded by lkening
the [nvolvement to government’s
role in outlawing racial discrimina-
tion and child labor laws.

“If private clubs want to diserimi-
nate, fine, but don't deduct your busi-
ness expenses when you discrimi-
nate. Another. thing, at the DAC
we've asslgned potlce offlcers there
and asked them not to ticket. Now
we're uslng tax dollars for that, and
we're missing tax dollars for an In-
stitution that discrimlnates. That’s
the argument.”

‘Thursday's tople struck close to
home for a number of women in the
group, who related persenal experi-
ences Lo each other of being rejected

from full membershlp in a number
of local country clubs,

ONE WOMAN, who cnjays plny-

ited the DAC she was asked to use
the side door, but refused. “That's
not my style,” she said,

Asked {f she had ever contemplat-
cd joining the DAC, Mahaffey sald
*“No, my positlon has-been flghting
for the rights of women. And frank.
1y, ['s a little expenslve.”

Judy Anderson, Incoming presi-
dent ‘of the Blrmingham Junlor
League, onc of the sponsors of
‘Thursday’s breakfast meeting, said
her organization natlonwlde refuses
to rent meeting space §n any organi-
znllou that tmits its membership.

tion.

Ing golf and likes to
on medlgan course, sald- she wn.! 40th Anniversary
very disappolnted” by one turne
down, “That was In aplle of the fact Detroit Chambar Winds
that I could afford it.” she said, - .. andtho .
Ir;ecnnlng i’lu lglenuLy herself, she- Morcy Aires
sald: “It’s disturbing.but I'm not an
ncuvlst cnough to do anythlng nbout will be in canc?"
Sunday, April 27th
. Instnnidmshc takes hml' ;:llelnu out 6:30 P.M.
e g < | inthe Mercy Auditorium Your Flace or Ours
Another member of the audience, 29300 11 Mile Rd.
who descrlbed hersel( as In her 80s, Fﬂrmmgmn Hills
sald she agreed the DAC should re- 150 different
main an ly male organl Ticke 'D o 'go élg Door Wﬂ!’:l ot each
onatlons seaalon.
“Let the boys have thelr fun,” she Never a buper's
sald. *They love to get down there Muﬁﬁwﬁg_“ vl premlum
and tell big stories. The fellas have Qultyseviy 10 2t spredoxch 10 Free $1,000 -
to go somewhere to get away from e e mesdrte 0 the “"‘“’"‘9 at each
these powerful women,” she sald TOE e e, A s e,
witha Inugh ‘ ':g;md-'m cLsdaren
Together,
MAHAFFEY RESPONDED: “I( 1 .hg,a-s 50 §l ingaleg Inn
go somewhere and see men gathered much good 3 R ;
in ‘l_he corner, I'm not going to In- we can do. LDouTIE L MeLe b
terfere.” e
She added Lhal when she flrst vis-
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BECHSTEIN... THE WORLD'S MOS| )'HONORED PIANO

“Bechstein is a fantastic piano for my concerts.”

DAVE BRUBECK
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You are invited to. attend
the Michigan Eye Institute
Cataract Focusr Group

AT

Sofas from #249°* Chalrs from®149*
Kitchen & Dining Chairs from 319,95
& Day Service Avallable -
10% Discount to Senlor Citlzens
Chock Our Prices on Carpeting and Plastic Covers

STATEWIDE B e
L REUPHOLSTERY 836-8900 A
FARBINGER

DANCE CLASSES AT O. C C.
SPRING SESSION STARTING WEEK OF APRIL 28th
« MODERN+= BALLET s JAZZ+ TAP

beginning & intermediate levals

For more Info Call 477-7014

Ask about the K™ N2
Saturday Children’s Program too N
Ages 12 & Under

At the Cataract Focus Group,’
you will meet the doctors, staff and
former patients of the Michigan Eye Institute,
and learn about new techniques to restore cataract]
impaired vision. A complimentary light lunch will
be served, and information will be provided-
. for you to take home.

Wedhesday * April 30 . 12:00 Noon

For rescivations, please call Stephanie Rubin at 357-3560

MICHIGAN EYE INSTITUTE

29877 Telegraph Rd., Suite 100, Southfield

HE SOFT
SALE

ULTRASUEDE®. =
& DESIGNER ™ ..

j CLOTHING
30%-60% .
BELOW RETAIL
Soft, luxurious Ulirasuede® apparel for THURSDAY
spiing and summer at substantial savings ~ APRIL 24
during a special showing. 9am..-8pm,
Suits from $299 (Reg. $550) ;[g[%ﬁyz 5
Coats trom $319 (Reg. $575)
Skirts from $99 (Reg. $200) fam,-4pm.
Jumpers from $229 (Reg. $350) Somerset Inn
- Slacks from $159 (Reg. $275) 2601 Wost Big
Mon's Blazers at $259 (Reg. $375) Boaver Road

Oft1-756  Troy, MI |
Sale presented by

Blnnle Nitschke
and Emmy French
MasterCard Visa Personal check =

Similar savings on blouses to match or
coordinate and on other designer-name
clothing Including Suits, Dresses, Blazers,
Slacks and Skirts of Slik, Coton, Linen
and Poly-Rayon, and Three-Piece

" Silk-Knit Dresses. Sizes 4 to 20.

"SUFIG_EUN GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarelbte
Smoke Contains Carbon ‘Monoxide.
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