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Qakland Hills Mobile Home Park
residents — concerncd about thelr
{utere in light of a recent rezoning
request — are threatening to picket
If the park’s owner refuses 1o meet
with them and discuss a list of de-
mands.

‘They won't negotiate with us as a
group. They want to talk to these
people one-by-one,” sald Masha Sil-
ver, a former Qakland HIlls resident,
who has helped resklents form the
new Oakland Hills Mobile Home
Tenants Coalitlon,

Coalition members recently elect-
ed a committee charged with bar-
guining for certain demands with
park owner Richard Partrich and le-
gal representatives David Levine
and Larry Swistak. Committee lead-
ers were unavailable for comment.

“We are going to picket the house
or business of Mr. Partelch If they
(he and his attorneys) do not meet
with us,” said Silver, speaking for
th.¢ coalition.

Controversy beiween tenants and
management came to light ecarller
this year when rezoning was request-
ed of four adjacent lots, Including
the mobile home park at 25720 Or-
chard Lake,

“SWISTAK CONFIRMED (hat he
plans to discuss concerns with indi-
vidua) tenants rather than with the
coalition’s bargaining committee.

“We have sent out a letter today to
a1 residents if they want to discuss
the possible rezening they can come
inte our offices and talk," he sald
last Friday.

Because some of the tenants rent
the mobile hemes while others own

.~3hem, concerns will be addressed on
an individual basis rather than with
a bargaining committee. Partrich
«nd his legal representatives “are
not willing” to talk with Silver be-
vause she is a former resident, he
aid.

“We contacted a number of
tenants Individualty and they sald
they were not aware she (Sllver) was

* their spokesperson,” Swistak sald.

The tenants sald they preferred
meeting individually to discuss their
concerns, he added.

According to one of the bargaining
committee’s leaders, Silver sald late
Friday. tenants have agreed to re-
main unified and press for their de-
mands as a group. rather than as in-

dividual tenants,

“They arc trylng to dlvide and
conquer,” Silver said, referring to
the letters that were hand-delivered
1o tenants Friday morning,

THE GROWING dispute between
tenants and park management was
made public In March when Sliver
asked the Farmington Hills Clty
Councll for help in ensuring that
tenants arc Informed of any rezoning
requests that would affect them,

Despite  the controversy, the
Farmington Hills Planning Commis-
slon on March 20 recommended de-
nial of the request to rezone 20 acres
on (ke cast slde of Orchard Lake,
south of 11 Mile, from single-family

(RA1) to medium-densi
ty, multifamlily (RC-2).

Rezonlng propancnt Melvin Kaf-
tan, who would purchase the acreage
from (Spencer) Partrich and Shaplro
If rezoning Is approved, Is proposing
the construction of apartments.

Planning commissloners, howey-
er, recommended denlal because the
rezoning docs not conform to the
eity's recently updated master zon-
Ing plan for Orchard Lake Road, be-
tween I-696 and 10 Mile, Farmington
Hills Planner Ed Gardlner said. Kaf-
tan's request will be consldered by
the Farmington Hills City Councll at
7:30 p.m. tonlght in council cham-
bers, 31555 11 Mile,

In March when Silver asked coun-
ctl members for help, Sllver charged
that park.management was not in-
forming tenants of possible reloca-
tion If rezoning was approved. She
also charged that current tenants
were belng encournged to buy the
mobile homes, while new tenants
were being taken Into the park.

SWISTAK DENIED Silver's
charges. “I am not aware of any now
tenants coming into the park,” he
added. As far as park records are
concerned, the newest tenants
moved into the park five-to-six
months ago — at least one-to-two
months before rezoning was request-
cd in January, Swistak sald,

Yet Sliver malntains that two mo-
bile homes were sold in January fol-
lowing the rezonlng request and two
ather homes moved into the park.

If rezoning Is approved, tenants
will be forced to relocate. By selling
as many of the mablle hosnes as pos-
sihle, Silver charged, Partrich won't
be faced with the expense of moving

~ at least the reated units — him-
sclf.

hfoving a mobile home and setting

"It up elsewhere costs about $1,000,

“These are people who cannot afford
it," Silver said.

Partrich would be willlng to help
tenants, to some extent, with the cost
of maving the moblte homes, Swis-
tak ¥ald Friday. But the matter will
be handled on an Individual basls,
not on a group basls, he said,

"They (tenants) can't relocate.
Many of the homes cannot be at-
tached to a tratter,” Silver said, re-
1e§rlng to the age of many of the
units.

THOSE TENANTS whose mobHe’

homes are in good enough condition
ta move will be faced with yet anoth-
er problem, Silver sald, “There's no
place for them to move it. It's cheap-
er to leave the home than to move
)

The majority of moblle home
parks have size and age restrictions
{on the moblle homes). Some of the
parks also won't take private own.
crs, Silver said.

As the result of research conduct-
ed by an Oakland Hllls park resident,
only two parks are avallable for
Oakland Hills tenants. One of the
parks, which is in Webbervllte, ncar
Lansing, has no age or size restric-
tlons, The other park in Plymouth
has size restrictions, Sllver sald.

The moblle home park coalition’s
list of demands address tenants’ re-

“location concerns, with a request

that the park owner pay the costs of
moving, and buy back any mobile
homes purchased after Aug. 1, 1985,

“If relocatlon is not feaslble the
residents demand Lhat the park own.
ers buy the mobile home at a mutu-
ally agrecable amount, according to
the lst of demands.”

TENANTS ARE also demandlng a
ong-year lease “that Is folntly agreed
upon and that takes Into considera.
tion the owners' desire to rezone and
remove all park residents.” The de-
mand also Includes that tenants have

. the right to break the lease and

move with 30 days notlce. o
Currently, the park docs not pro-
vide leases, Sliver charged, “If they
(tenants) want a lease, they can't
come Into the park. There is abso-
lutely no choice of a lease,” she sald,
Desplte concern among the
tenants, they recognize that the park
owner has the right to do what he

wants wlith his property, Sllver said.
Nonetheless, tenants also have the
right to be Informed of what §s hap-
pening, she said.

While the dispute contlnucs, how-

ever, Sliver Is working to ensure that
{cnanis' rlghts are protected. Al
though many tenanis own their mo-
bile homes, they are consldered
renters because they lease the lot on

home tenants issue list of demands_

which the home sits.

“We have all the headaches and*
responsibilities of homeowners, but.
nonc of the priviteges. There Is abso-
lutely no protectlon,” Sliver sald.
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GIVE MOM A NEEDLEWORK TREASURE TO |

PERSONALIZE WITH A NEEDLEPOINT OR CROSS-STITCH PATTERN

Imported from England, these porcelain jars require the N

loving touch of a needlecrafter, Complete with a delicate fioral -
pattern. Quickly finished, easlly mounted. A beautiful accent piece and M

perfect for storing small trinkets. Blue, rose or Ivory, Round or

oval jar, 3"D, 16,50, Round or oval Jar, 1%2"D, 9.50.

Jacobson's

Store tor the Home, Birmingham

We welcome Jacobson's Charge pmu or The American Express® Card.

Shop until 9 p.m, on Thursday and Friday
Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

Now you can have the best of everything!
AtFitness Emplre. Our new $2mliifon .
health complex gives you

Fitness Empire Features:
* Nautlius, Universal, Body Master

« challenging aerobic exerclses
» heated Indoor swimming pool
= computerized aeroblcycling

» electronlc rowing

« authentlc orlental martlal arts

« the best In high-tech fitness equipment

« the best service, from our team of
fitness experts

* AND THE BEST PRICE! 60% OFF1

‘
r

Jotn now and save an Incredible 60% on
2vyears of th? best workouts you'll ever = private tanning booths
have. Joln with a frlend and get both :
memberships for 50% off the regular + Elnnish steam bath :
price! « Arfzona dry sauna

« relaxing whiripool

« luxurlous facilitles for women :
and men every day :

Come to us for super workouts, Because
when It comes to fitness, we've even got
the competition running!

Fitness Emplre s open :
for your convenlence 7 days a week.

17235 Migdle Belt,
Just one biock north of 6 Mile Road.

Dally hours Monday-Friday 9-9,
Saturday-sunday 9-6.




