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Senior

By Joanne

housing is in works for old school

satofl writer

‘j A plan to convert a vacant school

in the south end of Farmington Hills © Whit

{nto senlor citizen housing is moving
¢cJoser toward becaming a reality,
< Ina 6-1 vote Mpnday, F

2 — & requlrement of the

RCE zone — atso concerned counell

and neighbors.

But after hearing some changes in
) f

full dimenslons of the lols on which
the school slts, Conscquently, the de-
veloper could not bulld on the re-
matnlng portlons of the land without

prop plan, ex-
pressed (helr support of sentor hous-
ing In thelr nelghborhood. “We would
like to sce done with the

Hills City Council Introduced an
amendment to rezone the Clarence-
¥ille School District’s old Westbrook
Elementary on Osmus from single-
‘(]nmlly resldentlal (RA-3) to elderly
ousing distrlct (RCE).
+. The eight-acre parcel is east of
Dsmus, between Salvador and Juncs
tfon. But rezoning includes only the
schoo!l and a small portion of Jand
surrounding the building. .
“I.am not golng to vote for thls
because I don't thick 1t is a good spot
for senlor houslng,” sald Mayor Pro
Tem Ben Marks in opposing the
dmendment’s fntroduction.

:The amendment’s Introduction
came a month after the councll post-
poned fts decision to glve developer
Jeff White time to develop a plan
that would alleviate neighbors® fears
that additiohal bulldings wauld be
bullt on the slte.

AT THE time, the councll was also
concerned that senior housing would
create potentlal tralflec problems on
the unpaved roads in the neighbor-
hood. The proposed project's Yack of
access to a major or secondary tho-

bullding. Elderly houslng scems
good to us,” sald a Sunnydale resi-
dent.

Although the amendment Is ex-
pected to be enacted, White most
1lkely will have to request a varlance
from the Farmington Hllls Board of
Zoning Appeals because the planned
senlor housing facility lacks major
or secondary road access.

In answer to earller objections
about his proposed project, White
told the councll he would sell for sin.
gle-family use or donate to the city
two lots south of the old school and a
lot north of the bullding.

“This would make it physically
impossible for us to bulld anything
clse on the land,” White sald,

TWO PROPERTY owners whose
lands abuts the school property also
told the council they are interested
in buyjng a portion of the lots east of
the school, again ellminating any ex-
panslon of the bulldlng or construc-
tion of new buildings. ’

The council, however, reminded
the two property owners that the re-
zoning request dld not include the

agaln rezoning.

The council directed clty staif to
study the possibility of accepting the
lots White offered for_donation and
converting them Into a’nelghborhood
park. A report is

fic problems and the lack of access
to a direct thoreughtare, White sald,
“'I fecel the existing roads have been
overstated, over exaggerated,”
Farmington Hills planning con.
sultant Claude Coates sald that the
planned scnior housing factlity
would generate less traffic than the
bul‘ldlng did a3 an elementary schoo).

prior to
the councli's expeeted enactment of
the zoning amendment.

Answering complalnts about traf-

3.3 trips 'a doy
would be generated by White's 25
planned units, for a total of 75 trips a
day. As a school, approximately 250

trips a dny were generated. And i
the the property on which the school
sits was sold for aingle-family hous-
ing, 130 trips a day would be gener-
ated, Coates said.

ALTHOUGH WHITE most likely
would have to go before the clty's
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) for a
varlance because of the lack of fron.
tage or entrance ont a mafor or scc-
ondary thoroughfare, Councilwoman
Jan Dolan effercd a suggestion.

Author coming to bookstore

Author Willlam X, Kienzle will be
on hand 1:30-2:30 p.m. Saturday at
the Little Professor Book Center in
Farmington to autograph his new
book, “Deathbed.” .

“Deathbed” takes place In an in-
ner-clty Catholle hospital. It's about
a madcap murder, bungling and bur-
gling — the cighth mystery starring
Father'Bob Koesler, Klenzle's priest
detective, who stalks the kilters who
have singled out a herole hospltal ad-
ministrator for death.

A bumbling velunteer, a randy se-
curity guard and a klutzy nurse’s
alde keep the good Father guessing
as the plot (wists through a maze of
missing drugs, mutiiated medical {n-
struments and maliclous doctors,

Ordalned into the priesthood in
1954, Klenzle spent 20 years as a
parish prlest. After leaving the
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Kicnzle became edltor of
MPLS in Mi and

“As more than a million readers
have learned to thelr delight, Kienzle
is a font of funny stories. He has cre-
ated one of the most Ilkable and au-
thentic of all recent sleuths — the
shy, sly Father Bob, Koesler —
whose exploits into crime and In-
sights inte parish life have continued
In seven gosslpy and cozy myster.
{es,” wrote the Chicago Tribune.

This will be the Southfleld resl-
dent’s second visit to the Little Pro-

fessor In Farmington, 37116 Grand
River, Last year, he autographed his
then-new book, “Sudden Death,”

One of Kienzle's !;ooks. “The Ro-

sary Murder,” is currently belng

{iimed In Detroit.

“Deathbed,” by William X.
Kienzle, published April 14 by An-
drews, .McMeel & Parker, Fair-
way, Kan., 264 pages, $14.95.

Commission seats filled

Farmington Hills Clty Councll
made three appolntments April 14,
Charlotte Olson was appolnted to
a three-year term expiring Feb. 1,
1988, on the historfeal commission,
Beatrlee Smith was appolnted to
the term of her

later served as director of the Center
for Contemplatlve Studies at. the

late husband, Frank, on the beautifi-
catlon commisslon, The term explres
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Elalne Slewruck was appointed to

. complete the unexpired term of Su-

san Combs as the Michigan National
Bank of Farmington representative
onthe housing rehabllitation loan
board™“The term expires Feb, 1,
1988, S
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Salvador — a portion of which4gn
road only on paper —- could-
opened up a8 an cast-west route thit
would connect with Robinson, 3
of Osmus. By connecting to-Rpbin.
son, traffic would have & more difect
route to Elght Mile. PE3N
< Although ncarby residents éogld
object, the city could legally T‘ﬂd
Salvador because the extenslon lg 3)-
ready platted, City Manager Willigm
Costick sald, .
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CHILDREN'S

Infant 24 mos.,, 13.50.
Toddler 3-4, 15.50.

Toddler 3-4, $18.

Toddler 3-4, $53.

INTERNATIONAL

Pick pretty floral prints
from France Pastel
mixtures of big and. tiny
prints on cotton,

Left: Top with roll-up sleeves

Shorts. Infant 24 mos,, $16. "

Above: Shirt, Infant

24'inos,, $19; Toddler 3-4, $22,
Overalls. Infant 24 mos., $47.

In our Children’s International shop .

in Grosse Pointe, Blrmlnghcm,‘.Decrbom,
Ann Arbor, East Grand Raplds, Toledo,
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