Porter

By Chris McCosky
staft writer

“Eastern Michigan is a rising power in college
bascball, and the trim diamond and attractive little
roofed grandstand that Ray Scarborough and I
found in Ypsitanti that day were much more invit-
ing than a lot of spring-training ball parks I could
recall. We were there for n Mid-American Confer-
ence double-header between the Eastern Michigan
Hurons and the Falcons, from Bowling Green State
University in Ohio.”

UCH HAS changed with the Eastern Michigan
Unlversity bascball program snce celebrat.
ed author-baseball writer Roger Angell's
vislt back in July of 1976, Angell wrote

about EMU [n his 1978 book “Flve Seasons: A Bascball
Companlon.”

The trim diamond and attractive little roofed grand-
stand are still there, The stadium remalns more inviting
than many spring-tratning facllitles.

But the program Is no longer a rising power in college
baseball,

On that Saturday In 1976, Angell and major league
basebal) scout Ray Scarborough (then with the Califor.
nia Angels) were in Ypsilanti to check out two highly

regarded major league pitching prospects: Bob Owehin.-

ko and Bob Welch — bath went on to pitch In the majors
‘Owrnlnko with San Dlego, Clnelnnatl, Pittsburgh,
Clevéland &nd currently in the Montreal system; Welch,
the No. 2 starter in the Los Angeles Dodgers’ rotation).
‘The EMU team placed second in the nation that year,

ATURDAY APRIL 19, 1986: Bowling Green
brought its bascball team to Ypsilanti. There
were few scouts and no prize-wlnning authors in
attendance on this cold, rainy day,
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, Wolfe give EM U shot in arm

e ol el e

Sald Wolfe: “The biggest thing for me was getting
sommand of my other pliches, They have taught me a
shange-up and the cut fastball really helped me last
fear. Lately, I've been using my curve more — you've

coilgqe sports

‘The Hurons, after a fast start, are golng nowhere this
season, Saturday's double-header with BGSU ossured
them of that. EMU lost both games, sinking its confer-
:nce pecord to 4-10, 1ts overall record to 16-16,

Indeed, much has changed in the 10 years since An.
zell last saw the Hurons play. But there is one clement
f Huron baseball that remalns. "

Head coach Ron Oestrike and pitching coach Rogef
Zoryell, regardless of the win-logs percentages, still
send a steady stream of players into professional base-
aall. At present, there are 15 ex-Hurons in professional
saseball, including Weleh and Wayne's Pat Sheridan,
who helped Kansas Clty win the world champlonship
tast year and is now in the Tigers’ organizatlon,

The Hurons have had exceptlonal success in promot-
ng pltchers into the big time, Welch, Owchinko and
John Martin (St. Louls-Detrolt) came trom the glory
days. Bryan Clutterbuck (Mllwuakee), Jay Davisson
Philadelphla), Joe Slavik (Detroit), Ken Spratke (Seat-
:1¢), Mickey Weston (New York Mets) and Mitch Zwolen-
*ky (Texas) are from more recent EMU teams,

The 1988 Huron team has'a pair of right-handers that
Tay keep EMU-pro baseball shuttle going.

EITHER LIVONIA Stevehson .product Brlan
Porter nor Westland Jalin Glenn's Donn Wolfe
were red-hot candidates for major college
haseball, let alone mojor league baseball,

when they graduated high schoo! in 1984,
“No, they were not highly recrulted players out of
1gh school,” Coryell sald. “But we llked thelr make-up.

sporis roundup

They were competitors who wasted to improve and
#hose goal was to play pro ball. They were not afraid

lor us to push them to the lmit. ;nxoy were totally com- ,

nltted to Improving.” ,

It did not take long for Porter and Wolfe to make an
mpact on the EMU pltching rotation, As freshmen last
season, Wolfe posted a 6-1 record and was named sec-
nd team all-MAC. Porter, after a slow start, was 3-1
#ith a team-best 8,19°ERA. .

Thirty:two gamé. *nto this season, Wolfe has emerged
15 the ace the of Hucon staff. Hls ia 4.1 with an impres-
tlve 2.54 recard, He has struck out 36 batters 46 irinings,

Porter Is 3.2 on the season with a 3,00 ERA.

“Porter can be a pro prospeet if he continues to Im-
arave,” sald Coryell in a tone suggesting that he doesn't
make such claims routinely. “Same wlti, Wolfe,”

From second-drawer recrults to pro prospects, a fair-

* .y Impressive metamorphosls, "

HAVE been a .500 pitcher all my life and now this,”
Wolfe !nld, T really don't know what has hpp.

pened,
1t's not all that mysterlous, really. When Wolfe ,

:ame to the Hurons, his fastball was clocked in the low-
30 mph range. Same with with Porter. Now, both throw

n the high 80s.

“The mechanics they teach you ui: here are way dif- :

‘erent,™sald Porter, a 3,3 student. “Plus, we've been on
1 weight program. I'm stronger, and I've learned to spat
ny pitches better, You can't just throw it by these
Mtters like you could in high school.” .

Ex- L'ake'r' pacing Tartar. attack

30t to have that up here: Plus, they really have me con-.
n spots.”

o .

Roger Coryell'steaching methods are uniqite. He puf

1 great deal of emphasis.on distance throwing. When.
Huron hurler, begins his warm-up tosses, he'll take hll_',‘
lfrat few tosses from beyond the mound. Coryell is al;g;:
sery demanding of his pitchers in practice. 454
“Pitchers have to extend themselves,” he sald. “Its.y

tke a sprinter. If he's golng to run a 6.2 In the lo-ynrd!lt .

dash, he's got to first be able to run 6,2 In practice. Youry
:an’t throw the ball easy in practice and expect to comie
sut and throw hard in the game.” R

BMH WOLFE and Porter have a long way to

before they're ready to take on pro ball. 2
Wolfe, for example, has had trouble maint3e
talning concentration for seven full Innings. H,
128 let two leads slip away in the late Innings, %
“Basleally, my head was just not in the games,” Wolfe'm
tald, “All of a sudden, I just wasn't throwing hard.* ‘%
Porter made a grave mistake Friday. It wasa't w}";
nuch that he was roughed up for four runs in 2% inn:g
ngs against Bowling Green. Looe vy
“It was my worst outing of the year,” he said. “I was 5y
seal sick the night before, and I threw up a couple thmeg>"
aefore the game, But I didn’t tell the copches,” &

Bad move. Both Coryell and Oestrike were none lo:q :
o

Jleased with Porter's error of omlsslon.

St

So, perhaps the two Observerland sophomores arent>
the second coming of Welch and Owchinko, But it Woilerd
and Porter can contlnue thelr rapld rate of Improveia
ment, maybe we could convinee Roger Angell and a few
of his scouting pals to visit Ypsilant! next spring. o
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- ® BASEBALL: Trent Hiner
led a 17-hit North Farmington at-
tack Saturday as the Ratders out-
gunned Walled Lake Western 15-13
in a Western Laokes contest.

Hiner went 3-for-5-on the day
with eight RBI. Hls dramatle sev-
cnth-inning grand slam home run
off Western hurler Mlke Gabrlel
proved to be the deciding blow.

Brian McDancld got the win for
North (3-3 overall).

Western jumped ahead of North
9-3 after one Inning, but the Rald.
ers scored three runs In both the
thlrd and fourth Innings to pull
even.

Todd Shepard went 4-for-5 and
scored four runs, McDaneld
knocked [n a pair of runs with two
hlts and Mike Rudin scored three
times and knocked In two,

‘estern came back Lo win the
second game 11-9. The second
game did not count toward the
Western Lakes standlngs. -

The entire Observerland base.

ball and softball schedules were
canceled Monday because of ncles
ment weather.

® BOYS TRACK: Farmington
Harrlson made It three straight
dual meet wins Tuesday, besting
Walled Lake Western 84-53.

Leading the way was speedy
sophomore Aaron Yaverski. He
won the 100-yard dash (10.7), the
220 (23.8) and the 440 (55.0). Yaver.
ski has not lost a race yet this sea-
son. .

Brlan Soeder won the long jump
for the Hawks (19-1). Eric Wise
captured the pole vault (10-0).

In distance events, Pat Runk
won the mile (4:55.0) and Chris
Hart took the 2 mile {10:30.0).

‘The Hawks also captured all four
relays: the 440 (48.8), the 830
{1:41.4), the mile (3:41.9) and the 2
mile (9:20.0). Roger Haney an-
chored both the 880 and mlle relay.
Wise brought home the 440 realy

and Chad Burgess the 2 mile relay,

By C.J. Risak
stalt writer

Jana Baringer's reputation has
made her a marked woman.

“I've been hit.(by pitches) more
this year than ever before,” she safd.

She aceepts it. She has lttle cholee
1t she’s golng to contlnue deing what -
she docs so well — hit a softball.

Besldes, Baringer, 2 West Bloom-
field graduate now in her senlor year
at Wayne State Unlverslty, has
worked hard at establishing her rep-
utatlon. But she's learnlng recogni-
tlon can be painful,

“After 1 got hit the last time
against Akron, 1 went o flrst and
our coach said to me, ‘That’s what a
teputation will do for you.' "

. WSU coach Gary Bryce calls Bar-
inger's notorlety by another name —
respect. “She's been welked inten-
tlonally a few times, which tells you

somethlhg." he said. “They don't
want her to beat them,”

SOUNDS LIKE good strategy,
considering stats like this: a 313 bat-
ting average, 20 runs scored, a dou-

ble, a triple and two homers and 11.

runs batted in, Baringer also has six
game-winning RBI and leads the
Tartars [n walks (11) and times hit
by the piteh (six). *

. Barlnger Is the only seaiar starter
on a team ranked elghth in the
NCAA Dlyision II last week. The 25-
12 Tartars are coming off three

straight wins In the rain-shortencd ,

Riverboat Classic at Southeast Miss-
ourl State last weekend,

The vlctories came agalnst some
highly touted téams, Including a 1-0
trlumph against seventh-ranked Ak~
ron. Translated, .that meaps WSU
should elimb In the next poll. *

Burlngcg Is a key to the Tartar at-
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tack. How much so was evident last
year, when WSU won the Great
Lakes Intercoliegiate Athletic Con-
ference (GLIAC) tltle but, with a 30-
\18-1 record, failed to qualify for the
NCAA Division 11 tournament.

BARINGER SUFFERED through
her poorest season as a Tartar, She
batted .261, collecting a team-high
seven doubles but drove In just nine
runs, In addition, she was moved to
third base after gaining All-America
honors at shortstop as a sophomore.
She committed 22 errors at third.

Bryce moved Baringer to third to
make room for Glni Bruce, whom he
{elt was a better shortstop than Bar-
Inger. Bruce responded well, garner-
ing All-Amerlean honors, but Bar-
inger, who batted .320 and drove In
22 runs as a sophomore, slumped.

“She had a few problems (with the
switch),” admitted Bryee. “I'm sure

*2 BACK

GET UP 70...
(25¢ EACH) ON 8
AC SPARK PLUGS

3 BACK yna:
2 BACK x(sscloilll‘.t_r'lil)rggsz )

it affected her year." N :"'
Baringer has made another.
change this year, but this one has”
been greeted more favorably. Sh
playlng center fleld for WSU,
liking it. She's committed Just 1
errors thus far. .

“It hasn't been that big of an ade o

Justment,” she sald, I think T played:
every position iny freshman year
copt pitcher and cateher.”

Bryce lsn't so ‘sure* Baringéfs
couldn't handle those, too, “She's 1"
good athlete; she can play a lot of,
places.- If someone had taken the:
thme to teach her how to pitcl, I'r”
sure she could do.that, too, She's g6k,
areal strong arm,” . -

AFTER LAST year’s slump, Bif-s
Inger made other kinds of changes'="
in her battlng style, Bryce has ngs
ticed the difference. o
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alarger febate. You save on
the spark plugs that give
you up to 30,000 miles of
performance?* The air filters
that help protect your
engine up to 30,000 miles*
And the oll {ilters that give
you up to 15,000 miles of
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rebate coupons at any partic-
ipating AC-Delco retailer
and follow the specific 3
instructions. Offer epds

C-Delco has never offered

H
:
HH
'

gt~

rotection*t
Just use the coupon below
v pick up the applicable

AT

- Rerneey
CROWN CONTRACTING, INC.
_LICENSED » INSBURED » QUARANTEED

. INCE 1952

720

U OIFITER .

June 28, 1986, Pleaseé allow
up to 90 days for redemp- -
tion. Void where prohibited.

*Sea your owner's manual for 's*mcllic
5.

recommended change interval
tGasolino engines.
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