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PQking fun at the dean Ie_ads to a career as graphic artist

When, Kevin Nichols left the Blue
and White staff at Farmington High
In 1980; he hardly dared to dream

that his art work would appear ina -

;m‘llonal newspaper chaln flve years
ater.  ~

Now . flrmly established as a
graphle'artist for the Citizen-Patriot
in Jackson, Nlchols has seen'a num-
ber of his drawings picked up by
Booth Media which distribules news.
papers in several states.

SKon of Allce Nichols, a former Art-
fst-in-R Tongeth

the real impact came from one of
my dad’s students at Oakland Com-
munity Cotlege,

“The Orchard Ridge Recorder
cartoonist did carleatures of the
dean, my dad (Don Nichols), that
were creative and funny, I was In-
trigued with the Idea of helping peo-
ple to laugh freely and more often.”

Much like the stereotype of the ob-
sessed artlst, Nichols filled page af-
ter page In sketch books while on
lt:amlly trips a?d during study hall at

an -
exponent in Oakland County, his car-
tooning was nurtured almost from
birth. From earliest times, he could
recall the odor of ofl palnts in the
house and the brilllance of water col-
ors.

“It I3 quite obvlous,” Nichols said,
“that my mother had a profound ef-
feet on my later career choice, But

To celebrate the companlonship
between people and their pets, the

His first published drawings
appeared in the Blue and White fol-
lowing encouragement from Lee
Pec), the school newspaper’s adviser
atthe time, .

‘THE URGE TO get into print re-
malned dormant until Nichol's sce.
ond year at Oakland Community
College.

“My dad urged me to help revital-
ize the morlbund student newspa-
per,” he said, “but I was too busy
playing basketball.”

After completing a degree in lib-
cral arts, Nlchols stayed another
year {o earn a graphlc arts degree.
Opportunities-to get his drawling into
print arose when the campus admin:
istratlon begah printing the Orchard
Ridge News following the demise of
the student newspaper,

After sccing his cartoons fn o
widely distributed paper, he sald, *I
was fasclnated by the way faculty
and students reacted to campus {s-
sues when they were given a new In-
terpretatlon in pen and ink."

That fascinatlon led him to teach-
ing the “Art of Cartooning” in the
college's program for gifted and
talented youngsters,

UPON TRANSFERRING to East-
ern Michigan, Nichols submitted a
portfolio to the Eastern Michigan
University Echo and was appolnted
graphle artist.’ He learned the intrl-
cavies of publishing a 20,000-circula.
tlon newspaper, became graphics ed-
itor after one semester and won the
journalism award for “Creative Lay-
out and Editorial Cartoonlng.”

His cartoon strip “Dr. Pangloss,"
threw barbs at pompous professors,
arrogant administrators and student
stereaptypes found in Ypsilantl.

Reallzing that working on the pa-
per was more exciting than attend.
ing classes, Nichols decided that a
career change was necessary and be-
gan sending resumes to newspapers
all over the country.

‘I like to think that my move to
Jackson resulted from an act of love,
he joked “I was hired to fIfl in tem-
porax:!ly for an artlst who was preg-

nan
Eventually elevated to a full-time

National Pet Week
celebrated May4-10

valuable in therapy for physicully,
emotionally, and mentally impalred

T Veterinary
Medleal A Is

the

National Pet Week, May 4-10,

“Horseback riding, walking the
dog, teaching a parrot to talk, or
curling up with the cat all add an
extra dimension to Jife," sald Dr, Da-
vid Carron, the association’s presi-
dent from Farmingten.

“Whether you have a houseful of
children who learn’ about responsi-
bility by ‘caring for thelr pet; or live
alone and like someone waiting for
you when:you return home, pets en-

" rich our Hves,” Carron sald.

In addition to companionship, re-

. cent researeh has shown pets to

\Z
country are planning open houses,
pet fairs, educational seminars and
ather activilles to iInform people
about the Joys and responsibilities of
pet ownership, They are asking that
owners recognize thelr companion’s
need for food, shelter, exertise and
proper health care.

“I think thls year's National Pet
Wecek theme just about sums it up,”
sald Carron. “It all adds up to love.”

If you have questions about you
pet’s health or Natlonal Pet Week
activitles, contact a local veterinarl-
an,

Miss Peach Blossom

contestants sought

The xéuu Romeo Peach Festival
ts \

several area parades and activitles,
A need 10 bo between the

for its annual Miss Peach Blossom
Pageant which will take place on
Friday, June 20,

The sclected queen and court will
reign over Romeo's Labor Day Fes-
tivities as Wwell as represent one of
Macomb County's ojdest fesivals at

ages of 18 and 24, single, a high
school graduate and a resident of the
state. Eoch conlestant will be re-
quired to have a sponsor to coter
into the pageant. Anyone interested
may call 784-5515 dally from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m. to have an application for-
warded. Deadline is set for June 1.

Cartooning

position, Nichols now docs a wide-
range of tasks at the Cltizen-Patriot,
Hls cartoon strip “Calhoun’s Chroni-
cles” runs weckly and his editorial
cartoons are used to accompany sev-
eral national columnists,

While concentrating on graphles
at the-newspaper, Nichols showed a
flalr for humorous writing,

On the basls of some funny lines,
the feature editor asked him to write
an occaslonal column,

NICHOLS PLANS to complete his
degree at University of Michigan
which Is In close commuting dls-
tance of Jackson. An immediate goal
Is to obtain natlenal syndication for
his cartoon strip,

“This goal is a real long shot,” he
sald, “because there are so many
oulstanding artists across the coun-
try. While my fdols are Charles
Schullz (Peanuts) dnd Gary Trudeau
{Doonesbury), there are many new,
young cartoonists who make the
field very competitive,”

In. the meantime he’s enjoying
Jackson. “Remember I have a cap-
tive audlence of 5,000 readers at the
prison,” he quips,

He wlil be dolng some freelance
graphies work, and Is planning to
teach his cartoon classes at Qakland
Community. College again this
spring. <

By Loralne McClish
staff writer

Allee Nichols and Keven Nichols
will be receiving guests 89 p.m.
Monday, May 5, in the art gallery
and lobby of Wallace Smith Theatre
of the Performing Arts during the
reception that opens their two-per-
son show, “Nlchels & Nichols.”

‘The show Is a mlx of new waterco-
5nr's‘ by Alice Nichols, named Artist-

Kevin Nichols, who once drew

Farmington High's Blue and White, then The
Orchard Ridge News and Eastern Michigan's pers in several states,

Nichols & Nichols

Mother ‘anduso'n join talents for”,a:.r‘t. ..ShQW

think I know any mother and son art-*
ists Here,” Allce Nichols sald. .

‘The show will be the first for Kev-
In Nichols, and one of a long string of
shows for hls mother whose carcer
as an artist started 30 years ago, and
has amassed numerous prizes,
awards and commisslons,

Along the way she became a pro-
moter of the arts within the two cit-
les, much of It through her affiliation
with Farmington Aris Club and
F: Art Found:

y the F
Area Arts Commission in 1982, and
graphics by her son, Kevin Nichols,
graphies edltar for the Jackson Citi-
zen-Patriot,

“I don't know if this has even been
done before, ot least here. I don't

a lec-
turer on art and art appreciation, a
teacher of art history through Oak.
land Community College, and most
recently documenting ll|xc lives.and
Rosi

)

cartoons for

. Of this latest endeavor she, says

well as a personal record for the
communlty,”

Meanwhile she has taken on the
positlon of legal and tinanclal chair
for Farmington Arts Foundation
with an eye toward further promo-
tlon of the arts for the community.

ALICE NICHOLS will display
about 20 new watercolors In the Ni-
chols & Nichols show never seen be-
fore, many of them 30 by 40 inches,
and many of l::c:? &nlnted from her

work of the area’s Artists-}
dence for video taping at Metro-Vi-
ston.

Tho color and texture of fish provide a now eubject for Alice
Nichols' watercolor brueh. The 30-by-40-inch plece is callod
“Aquedanca” and will be seen In tho two-person art show,
“Nichols & Nichols.”

A run for pleasure
for those of all ages

- In conjunction with Sinal Hospltal,
Jewish Community Center of Metro-

-politan Detrolt will be sponsoring

the Sth annual “Chai” Long Distance
Run Sunday, May 18.
- This is a non-compelitive event,

' strictly for excreises and pleasure,

and runners of all levels and ages
are invited to participate in distanc-
es from one to 18 miles. Walkers are
also welcome. Al ‘courses begin and
cnd at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter, 6600 W. Maple in West Bloom-
fleld, and will take runners through
sceaie rolling terraln, The one-mile
run beginy at 8 a.m. with all other
runs starting at 8:30 a.m.

Long steeve shirts wil be given to
all entrants and prizes will be'*
awarded for all distances completed.
Refreshments will be zerved at the
flnish line and numerous water sta-
tlons will be set up along all codrses.
Locker room facillties will also be
avallable. . .

‘The catry fea for the “Chal” Long
Distance Run Is $8 per runner, which
must be recelved by May 9. A $10
late registration fee slll be charged
after May 9. On the day of the run, &
late registration fee os $10 will only
be accepled between 7-7:45 am. Of-
ficlal entry forms are available in
the Jewlsh Community Center.

in Tennes-

see,

Of the time she spends in those ru-
ral cnvirons she says, “There Is a
hardly a place you can lock that isn't
a subject for a still-life,”

g

: OUR FABRIC
TREASURES TODAY!

Pius — Save 20% Now on Custom Labor for Draperies
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“Nobody. thought of that kind of-do-
cumentation for our honored artists, -
"This will be a historical record as

TAKE HOME

-
SR

Echo, Is now having his drawlnga picked up .
by Booth Media, which distributes newspa-’

l“llfl

.. -And many of thosa subjects have
“won her art awards in local, stite-
wide or natfonal competitions. * T
Kevin Nichols will display about
30 pleces In the Nichols & Nichols
show, many of which are political
cartoons, . caricatures of the well-
known, or characters he's cregted
for a strip that runs in the Citizen
Patrlot. PV
The show will remaia on the Or-
chard Ridge Campus through "Pri-
day, May 16. M
Nichols & Nichols will then move
for another opening reception 3:6
pm. Sunday, May 18, In Alice NI-
chols’ home studio at 32002 Ma-
plenut, Farmington. The address is
cast of Farmiogton Road, between
Eight and Nine Mile roads, .
Show hours in the Nichols' home
wlil be 3-8 p.m. Monday, Thursday

and Saturday through May 31, +~+".
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Bloomficld Hills
332-9163
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Limitedtime Only — so HURAY!

How at Catico Corners — a miagnificent collection "
. ofthousands of home decorating fabrics fromthe. =
top designers! Jewel tones, florals, sollds, paisieys,
andmore — allin stock or avallable In jess than two weekst.

# Helpful Professional Advice  Finest Quality Decorator fabrics.
# Expert Custom Workman:

, Nl.\’oul\ndlsvouro'uvoood'l'utel' . .
PECALico Copnens
1933 §. Telegraph E

HOURS: Mon. 9:30-9, Tues. thru Sat, 9:30-$:
.. INOW Open Sunday [

ds, and Bedspreads!

3hip

- Decosutive Fabrics

21431 Mack Aveans
B St Clair Shores
) 775-0078 *
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