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Assesso

By Joonno Mallszowsk}
stalf writer

With an increasingly healthy hous-
ing market, Farmington Hills asscs-
sor Dean Babb didn't expect as
many property owners to appeal
their property assessments this year.

But the 881 property owners —
the majority residential — that ek
ther appeared in person before the
three-member Farmington Hitls As.
sessor's Board of Review or ap-
pealed by letter, proved Babb wrong.

The average 3 pereent Increase in

praperty
this year also accounted for Babb's
suzprise at the number of appeals
before the review board. “The move
(increase), In my mind, was not that
severe,” he said, -

-Of the 681 appeals, 94 were hard-
shlp cases — property owners seck-
Ing appeals based on a flnanclal in-
abliity to pay — and 587 were non-

hardshlp. Of the 94 hardship appeals,
54 were reduced and 40 were upheld,
Of the 587 non-hardship appeals, 267
were reduced and 300 were upheld,
Babb sald.

The three review board b

understand that when basing proper-
ty assessment on 50 percent of the
market value — generally 50 per-
cent of the usual selling price — It is
done oh an area basis rather than

— Harlem Morris, Gerdon Meyers
and Joan Lennls ~ met for ninc
days to hear appeals. That's less
than last year when the review
board met for 12 days to hear 750
appeals. The previous year, the
board heard 970 appeals. Babb
serves as the board's secretary but
has no vote In board declsions.

Overall, reasons offered by prop-
erty owners appealing thelr assess-
ments Include those who purchased
houses this year for a price that
when the S0-pereent market value s
determined 13 less than the city's as-
sessment on the property. “We have
alat of that," Babb said.

BUT PROPERTY owners fail to

onan plece of
property, Babb said.

sold thls_year within a subdivision
were sold for $100,000. The fifth
house sold for $90,000, The last
» house would still be assessed at the
same level as the $100,000 houses
because the sales In a given area are
analyzed, rather than an individual
Ci

r surprised by number of a

For equalization purposes, dsscs-
sors are back to using a 24-month
sales study ag opposed to a 30-month
study, which was used fn the early

this year were from residential
properly owners. But that follows
when the majority of the total 25,600
assessed parcels in Farmington Hills

19803 during igan’s .
The 24-month study includes houslng

* sales in Farmington Hilis during the
For example, four of five houses

last three quarters of 1983, all of
1984 and the flrst quarter of 1985,
Babb said, .

A second major reason offered to
the review board as an argument for
reduclng an assessment ls what
property owners believe Is negatlve
impact on property values due to

or

house, Babb _sajd, q
some Individual property * assess.
ments will be higher than 50 pereent
market value, he added.

Houslng sales are checked In each
subdivision In the city, From the sub-
dlvision level, Babb.nnnlyzm sales in

traffle de-
velopment  nearby, for example,
Babb said,

WHILE RESIDENTIAL assess-
ments — and reductions before the
revlew board — Increased this year,

areas of similar
similar houses to get a better
spective of sales activity,

with
per-

ani property
assessments did not.

By far, the mafority of appeals’

Hardees shuts downtown site

Ne space for a drive-through win-
dow, plus a shortage of parking,
proved to be a detrlment to a2 Down-
luwn Farmington fast-food restau-
rant, causing owners to close it last
week.

Former customers of Hardecs
Restaurant, 33200 Grand Rlver, now
have to travel to Farmington Hills
or Livonla to get thelr favorlte fast-
food burger, due to the closing last
Wednesday of the downtawn restau-
rant.

‘SThe store is no longer viable,”
Farmington resident and Jqeal man-

'_'rne praperty parcel sits lzi v;he

ager Debra said, stressing
the importance of having a drive.
through window for that type of
business. With a building direetly
next door, there was no room for
Accessary expansion, she said,

Hermans and some cmployees
Wil now work at the Hardees at
33340 12 Mile, Farmington Hills,
Other employces were transferred to
the Livonia restaurant, she said.

City supports no intervention

‘The city of Farmington voiced
unanimous support Monday, April
21; for an Oak Park resolution op-
posing a possible change in the clty
of Detrolt electjon process and its af-
feet on amending the Home Rule Act
of Michigan. Mayor Willlam Hart-
sock was absent.

:Y0ak Park objects to the state
Senate’s efforts to intrude into the
infernal affairs of the people of De-
trolt,” a report from Farmlngton
City Manager Robert Deadman sald.

It appears there may be an at-
tempt in the state Senate to amend

the Home Rule Act, w‘:lch grants au-
thorlty to the local®electorate to
dotermine how communities are ad-
minlstered, the sctting of local elec-
tion districts and the Instituting of
local ordinances, the report sald.

Oak Park ofticials sald there is a
current effort iIn the Senale to
change clecting Detrolt Clty councll
members from an at-large, citywide
system to a ward system. The Home
Rule Act presently allows this, but
leaves the decislon to the local mun-
clpality.

district, and is owned
by the parent company of the same

type of a use would not be in ques-
ton,"” he said.

In the past, the DDA board has dis-
cussed a sit-down reaunuan or an

name in Rocky N.C. Hor-
dees also has a regional office in
Troy, The Farmington restaurant
was formerly a Burger Chef before
the Hardees chain took over the
company, :

FARMINGTON CITY Manager
Rebert Deadman called It a “prime
locatlon,” but sald city officlals and
DDA members have not dlscussed
potentials for the parcel. Hermans
said the closing gencrated a lot of
interest, and that she had several Jn-
qulrles about possible gurchase of it

Plans are to =el! the bullding and
property, Hermans sald, antleipating
a possibly qulck sale with the inter~
est she has soen.

Local officlals heard of the closing
several doys before It occurred,
Deadman said. “We've been told it
will take 30 days" for the parent
company {o put the bullding up for
sale or lease, he sald.

The property is zoned commercial
for the Central Business Distrlet,
and any type of accepted retall store
or restaurant could purchase and use
the space, Deadman added. “That
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outlet for the district, Although the
DDA has the power to purchase and
sell property, Deadman sald it's in a
“fledgling stage,” and hasn't put to-
gether a financing package to allow
any property negotlations such as
one Involving this situation.
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are C and in-
dustrial property assessments for
the most: part this year remained
statle, most Jikely accounting for the
small number of appeals,

ppe'fals

But Babb -expects the review
board to be busy next year, The Ook-
land County Equallzation Dlvisfon Is
currently reappralsing commercial
and industrial propertles in the iy,

The reappralsal, conducted under
a cantract with the county, is expect-
ed to be completed by the end of
1986, In time for the 1987 tax roll,
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